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PREFACE 


On the occasion of the 90th birth anniversary of Lenin, I 
prepared a small book entitled India and Lenin which was 
divided into two parts : “‘India on Lenin”’ and ‘‘Lenin on India’. 
The book was regarded as a pioneering work as that was 
perhaps the first attempt to introduce Lenin in this perspec- 
tive. Now, after twenty years, I feel, I have lagged behind 
because so much more work has been done on this subject by 
Soviet and Indian scholars both during this period. However, 
several questions still remain unresolved, and it will become 
increasingly difficult to find answers to them as time passes. 
In India Rafique Ahmed is the only person alive who met Lenin. 
Even in the Soviet Union the number of Lenin’s contemporar- 
ies is fast decreasing. 

Raja Mahendra Pratap, who met Lenin in 1919, died 
recently. Prof. F.N. Petrov, who was the Chairman of the Union 
of Soviet Societies for Friendship and Cultural Relations with 
Foreign Countries (VOKS) and maintained a direct contact with 
the foreigners, including the Nehrus and Tagore, while visiting 
the Soviet Union also passed away recently. Others are also 
disappearing from the scene. Once a Soviet scholar wrote to 
Pandurang Sadashiv Khankhoje, who was understood to have 
met Lenin, but before the letter could reach him in Nagpur, 
he expired, Abdul Jabbar Khairy and Abdul Sattar Khairy were 
the first Indians to meet Lenin after the October Revolution. 
They belonged to Delhi and I went round the old areas of the 
city to make enquiries about them. I found one of the nep- 
hews of these two brothers and from him got some interesting 
details about them. 

Jabbar and Sattar or Hadi and Haris or Khairy brothers as 
they were known belonged to a nationalist and intellectual 
family. They were sent to Germany in 1898 for higher studies. 
Fired with patriotism, they formed the Indian Muslim Patriots 
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League in Stockholm whose main objective was achievement 
of self-government by India. They did not play any significant 
role in the national liberation movement and returned to 
India in 1937. I asked the nephew about the sandalwood 
stick which had been presented to Lenin on November 23, 
1918. He told me that Sattar was fond of carrying such a 
stick and he must have either left it in the Kremlin or pre- 
sented it to Lenin. 

In the Central Lenin Museum in Moscow where this stick 
is kept it is stated that it was presented to Lenin on November 
23, 1918, by Raja Mahendra Pratap. But the Raja’s account 
of his meeting with Lenin does not mention the stick. If the 
Raja had actually presented it to Lenin, he would certainly 
have spoken of it, as he remembered every small detail of his 
meeting which I have stated in the chapter ‘““Lenin’s Advice to 
Raja Mahendra Pratap’’. So this solves the small riddle about 
the sandalwood stick. 

Lenin was a terror to the imperialists of the world, espe- 
cially to the Britishers. They did all they could to prevent any 
information or books about Lenin, the October Revolution or 
the Soviet Union from reaching India. The British government 
was so scared that it even confiscated Lenin’s works from the 
passengers or patriots returning to India from Europe. Once 
the Customs officers at Bombay even seized a copy of 
Tagore’s Red Oleanders because of the word “‘Red’’. This 
continued even after we achieved independence. In a raid of 
my house in 1948, the police took away a simple book in 
Hindi, The Best Stories from Russia, published by the popular 
Hindi journal Maya. Such was the terror of Lenin. 

But Indian patriots hailed Lenin without any fear of 
persecution by the then British government of India as I have 
tried to show in this book. The language papers were even 
more vociferous than the English press. Stalwarts like 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Rabindranath Tagore and leaders of the 
working class and communist movements brought Lenin closer 
to the people of India. The accused in the so-called Meerut 
Conspiracy Case, the intrepid revolutionaries like Sardar 
Bhagat Singh, writers like Rahul Sankrityayan and Yashpal 
made substantial contribution in this respect. 

After World War II and the defeat of German fascism in 
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Europe and Japanese militarism in the East, a new upsurge of 
struggle for independence swept the colonial world. India was 
the first to gain its freedom and that started the end of 
imperialism in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Lenin became 
a household name in India. Indian universities started teach- 
ing the Russian language. The Indo-Soviet friendship move- 
ment developed into a new broad-based organisation, the 
Indo-Soviet Cultural Society. Delegations of cultural workers, 
scientists, trade unionists, parliamentarians and exhibitions 
were exchanged between the two countries which further streng- 
thened the friendly bonds between them. Indian and Soviet 
scholars started working on Indo-Soviet relations and India 
and Lenin. A lot of material was dug out of the Soviet and 
Indian archives and from private collections in both the 
countries. Prof. F.N. Petrov, in his reminiscences about 
Tagore’s visit to the USSR, spoke of the public reception held 
to honour Tagore in Moscow at which the poet recited the 
verses he had composed the prévious day and dedicated to the 
Soviet Union. I tried to find out which this poem was ? My 
search led me to an Indian, Dr. A.K. Shaha, who had been 
present at this reception and heard Tagore singing his poem 
Hriday Amar Nachere, Nachere ' which was actually composed 
much earlier and depicted joy. 

Lenin continues to be hailed as a friend of India and of all 
oppressed people in the world. Many books on Lenin came 
out on the occasion of the Lenin Centenary in India. To 
mark the centenary numerous functions were organised by the 
Government of India and by the National Celebrations 
Committee sponsored by the Indo-Soviet Cultural Society. A 
Lenin Stamp was issued and a grand rally was held in the 
capital. At the popular level a 10-day Lenin Mela was held in 
Delhi at which symposiums, book and photo exhibitions and 
film shows were organised. In the states all over India also, 
similar functions were held with great enthusiasm. A statue 
of Lenin was installed in Calcutta, streets, parks, squares, 
libraries, etc., were named after Lenin in several towns of 
the country. 

In part V of this book, I have given some articles 


and poems by eminent writers, public figures and poets 
of India. 
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On the occasion of the 110th birth anniversary of Lenin, 
I am happy to present my third book on Lenin. 

I am grateful to all who have helped me in collecting 
material for this book. I am particularly indebted to my 
friend P.S. Ramu who very kindly went through the manus- 
cript and gave valuable suggestions. 

The triumph of Lenin’s ideas today is a reality. In paying 
my humble homage to that great leader through this publi- 
cation, I recall what Lenin himself said in 1920: 

“The future belongs to the Soviet system all the world 
over. The facts have proved it. One has only to count, say, by 
quarterly periods, the growth, in any country, in the number 
of pamphlets, books, leaflets, and newspapers, favouring the 
Soviets. It cannot be otherwise. Once the workers in the cities, 
and the workers, farm-hands and day-labourers in the villages, 
followed by the small peasants, i.e., those who do not exploit 
hired labourers—once this enormous majority of toilers has 
understood that the Soviets give the whole power into their 
hands, releasing them from the yoke of the Jandlords and 
capitalists, how can the victory of the Soviet system all over 
the world possibly be prevented ? I, for one, do not know of 
any means to prevent it.’’ 

Lenin’s prediction has come true, Nobody has been able to 
halt the advance of socialism and Lenin’s ideas. Lenin belongs 
not only to the Soviet Union but to the whole world. Lenin is 
in Europe, in Asia, in Africa, in Latin America and in India, 

Lenin lives. .. 


Lenin Day ANAND GupTA 
1980 
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PART I 


LENIN'S INFLUENCE ON 
INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT 


Lenin Lives... 


In the hearts and minds of all men and women in all 
countries, who strive for peace, friendship amongst peoples, 
and human progress, Lenin lives... e, } 

In the battles waged by nations for their liberation from 
imperialism, from colonialism, old and new, Lenin lives... 

In the endeavours of mankind, for democracy and fon 
the banishment of hunger, poverty and exploitation, Lenin 
lives... 

Lenin’s most precious legacy to humanity is the state of 
which he was the architect—the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. 

Wherever men strive for peace, they know that with them 
stands the land of Lenin. 

Wherever men fight for liberty, they know that with them 
stands the land of Lenin. 

From Lenin came inspiration, giving new impetus to the 
freedom movement of our land. From the October Revolution, 
whose flames Lenin lit, came confidence in our strength to 
break the shackles of imperialism, 

From the principles, which Lenin enunciated, came 
precious mortar for the pillars on which are founded the 
»policies of peace, of peaceful co-existence, of national independ- 
ence, of democracy, and of socialism, to which our people are 
wedded. 

From the state which Lenin founded came invaluable 
support for our independence. 

From Lenin’s land comes today that sincere friendship and 
co-operation, which acts as mighty shields defending India’s 
sovereignty and independence, which provides, in increasing 
measures, the vital power for our economic development and 
self-reliance. ; . 

This Ninth National Conference of the Indo-Soviet 


. 


12 ‘ Lenin In India 


Cultural Society held on the occasion of the birth centenary of 
Lenin, pays its respectful tribute to this giant of our age, whose 
footprints are embedded on the soil of every battlefield of 
man’s strivings for a new world. 

In every continent, the Lenin Centenary inspires redoubled 
efforts for the unity of all forces, working for peace and 
national independence and the end of imperialism. 

In our country, let the message of the Lenin Centenary 
unite all patriotic forces for building that new India, for which 
the martyrs of all our struggles have given their lives. 


—Declaration adopted by the 9th National Conference 
of the ISCUS held in Cuttack during the Lenin 
Centenary year, 1970. 


Lenin’s Influence on India’s 
National Movement 


“Perhaps the greatest single event which influenced the 
political and moral development of India during the century 
was the Russian Revolution. The assumption of power by the 
Proletariat not only in Moscow but across the borders of 
Pamirs had a profound effect on the youth of India’, writes 
the famous historian, K.M. Panikkar, in his book A Survey 
of Indian History. 

He observes in his book Asia and Western Dominance : 

“The declaration of the rights of the people of Russia over 
the signatures of Lenin and Stalin proclaimed the equality and 
sovereignty of the peoples of Russia and the right of the 
peoples of Russia to freedom and equality of national minor- 
ities. This was indeed an explosive statement and all the 
ations of Asia struggling for freedom heard it with a new 

ope.’” 

A cursory glance at what appeared in the Indian press 
those days reveals that though not many were able to fully 
appreciate the significance of the Great October Revolution, 
there was certainly the general feeling that some thing great 

»and immensely important had taken place, and the people 
were eager to know more about the happenings in Russia. 
Such unusual interest shown by the Indian people in these 
happenings alarmed the British rulers of India. Even the 
official sources admitted that the revolution in Russia had 
given an impetus to Indian political aspirations. Some pers- 
picacious people were able to see the implications of the 
developments in Russia for the national movement in India. 
Thus, K.P. Khadilkar, a renowned journalist, writing in the 
Marathi monthly Chitramaya Jagat just one month before the 
October Revolution, said : 
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“Currently, there are two major contending forces in 
Russia. The capitalists together with the military officers 
seized power in the Duma in the February revolution. The 
capitalists do not -want to displease the military officers and 
the two have formed an alliance. They are opposed by the 
workers... 

«.. A new struggle has started in Russia. The workers 
and soldiers who actually overthrew Tsardom by a rebellion 
are the champions of socialism. The socialists are not only 
opposed to the nobility and the multi-millionaires but are 
determined to uproot them. They are not opposed to the 
middle classes. They are opposed to the capitalist class. . . 
This new struggle is not one that can end in a year or two. It 
is one that is going to envelop the entire continent of Europe 
in the lifetime of the next two generations.” 

Again, just one month after the Revolution, K.P. Khadil- 
kar, said in a subsequent issue of Chitramaya Jagat : 

“In November, power in Petrograd passed into the hands 
of those socialists who were led by Lenin and who want a 
separate peace treaty with Germany. Kerensky and his cabinet 
have been dethroned from power. The call for the uprising 
was given by Lenin’s supporters among the sailors in the gulf 
of Finland. Kerensky has fled. Lenin has secured power in 
Petrograd, Moscow, and the surrounding regions. The sold- 
jers are also supporting them. . . 

“Lenin has issued a decree declaring the right of nations 
to self-determination, and freedom has been given to the 
Baltic states and the Polish people to exercise the right.’ 

The above analysis is a clear reflection of the hopes and 
aspirations evoked in the Indian hearts by the success of the. 
Russian Revolution. 

The Indian writers were also aware of the activities of the 
enemies of the Soviet Revolution and expressed apprehensions 
that efforts might be made to undo the Revolution. 

While Indian patriots looked towards Lenin and his teach- 
ings for inspiration in their struggle against the colonial rule, 
Lenin also took keen interest in the freedum movement in 
India. He regularly read the English newspapers to acquaint 
himself with the political situation in India. The British 
rulers had banned many radical and nationalist papers of 
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India; in 1908 the circulation of the British weekly Justice 
in India was also stopped. Commenting on the ban, Lenin 
wrote : “The little British social democratic weekly Justice has 
been banned in India by Liberal and ‘radical’ Scoundrels like 
Morley.”? Many Indian patriots had established contact with 
the Russian political emigres in Paris during 1907-1908 and 
through them remained in touch with Lenin. In August 1907, 
Lenin attended the International Socialist Congress in Stutt- 
gart. Later, he spoke about the presence of Indians at the 
Congress. Records show that the well-known patriots Madam 
Cama and Rana Saheb attended it. During the course of her 
speech Madam Cama said : 

“Our people cannot send their delegates to you, because 
they are too poor. But I believe that the day will come when 
they will awaken and follow the example of our comrades 
from Russia, to whom particularly we send our fraternal 
greetings’, 

In his famous article Inflammable Material in World 
Silene which appeared within a fortnight of the great 
Len eerie ae Gangadhar Tilak’s trial and conviction, 
singled Gat en erable attention to development in India and 
a ou the incipient awakening of the masses. Following 
ecuuuianne, <a Tilak there was a mighty strike and demons- 
his BIO Ee G ay to protest against it. Lenin called Tilak and 
Referring to gn ean and political leaders of the peoples. 
article ; “In nai movement in India, Lenin said in his 
to conscious atieite se eeroletariat has already developed 
the Rusiaaen iene ass struggle and that, being the case, 

1 Style British regime in India js doomed.” 
) € hae on Tilak’s conviction, Lenin observed : 
tee in India the street is beginning to stand up for its 
writers and political leaders. The infamous sentence pro- 
Pee, by the British jackals on the Indian democrat Tilak— 
BATNRe ee to a long term of exile, the question in the 

.~) «Ouse of Commons the other day revealing that the 
Indian jurors had declared for acquittal and that the verdict 
had been Passed by the vote of the British Jurors !—this 
revenge against a democrat by the lackeys of the money-bag 
evoked street demonstrations and a strike in Bombay.” 

The mass movement in India was primarily directed to- 
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wards the establishment of an independent Indian republic 
that would ensure the equality of rights to all its citizens. The 
leaders of the Indian independence movement like Tilak em- 
phasised the need for developing a national industry and re- 
moving the economic dominance of foreign capital along with 
the achievement of political independence. The Indian free- 
dom movement was in its initial stages in the early years of 
the present century. It was a long way before the movement 
could embrace the entire social fabric and attain the objective 
of driving out British. Even at such a stage Lenin could 
visualise the potentialities of the mass awakening and prophe- 
tically predict that it meant the beginning of the end of 
British rule in India. 

With the success of the Great October Revolution in 
Russia and the emergence of the general crisis of capitalism, 
the freedom movement in the colonial countries of the East, 
including India, entered a new phase. More and more people, 
particulary those belonging to the working class and the 
peasantry, joined the movement, and it spread to the whole 
of the country. Many Indians conveyed greetings to Lenin 
on the victory of the Russians in their struggle. While acknow- 
ledging these greetings Lenin referred to the awakening of the 
Indian workers and peasants and hailed the progressive Indian 
people who were waging a heroic fight for freedom. He 
pointed to the intensification of the freedom struggle as a result 
of the growth of the Indian working class and to the maturing 
of the crisis of the colonial rule in India. Commenting on 
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre of 1919 Lenin wrote: “‘. . .The 
maturing of revolution in India is accelerated, on the one 
hand, by increase in the number of industrial and railway 
workers, and on the other, by the mounting brutality of tite 
British, who more and more frequently resort to wholesale 
massacre (Amritsar) and public floggings.’’ It was on the 
basis of the growing struggle in China and India that Lenin 
foresaw the collapse of the entire colonial system of imperia- 
lism. Lenin arrived at this conclusion after analysing the 
profound changes which had begun to appear in the world 
after the Great October Revolution and the manner in which 
the people of India, China and other countries had begun to 
inflict crushing blows on imperialism. 
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Advanced sections of the Indian people are quite aware 
of the profound sympathy and admiration for the liberatiom 
struggle of the Indian people which Lenin showed. His denu-- 
nciation of the British imperialist rule in India and his proph- 
etic words regarding the decisive role that the peoples of the 
USSR and India were destined to play in the world-wide 
struggle for the human liberation are well known. In an effort 
to divert the minds of the Indian people from the reality of 
British domination, the ‘Russian Bogey’’ was often raised. 
Even while they were ruthlessly plundering the wealth of India, 
depriving the people of their freedom through violence and 
treachery, the British often repeated that they were doing all 
that in the interest of the Indian people and that but for 
their protection India would fall a victim to aggression from 
outside—above all, Russian aggression. Quite a few Indians.. 
particularly those belonging to the upper classes, were 
taken in by the propaganda. In a report presented to the 
British Parliament by the Government of India in 1919 it was 
stated : ‘To the menace of German arms has succeeded the 
more formidable menace of Bolshevik ideas.’ The report 
added that the danger was not merely one of dissemination of 
Bolshevik ideas, the menace to India had become more real by 
Bolshevik military successes in Siberia and the opening of 
traffiic in the Orenburg-Tashkent Railway which had resulted 
in the reinforcement of Bolshevik forces in Turkestan. 

The reasons for such vile propaganda are not far to seek. 
The British were making feverish attempts to dismember the 
Soviet Union and establish their own rule in Central Asia. 
The imperialists were greatly alarmed by the growth of radical 
forces in India and they were also alarmed at. the profound 
impact the October Revolution had made on the people of 
India and on all Asian peoples. The anti-Soviet campaign 
was a weapon against the national-liberation movement, and 
its virulance increased as the movement gathered strength and 
acquired greater and greater anti-imperialist and democratic 
content. The campaign of slanders did make its impression 
on certain sections of the Indian people. As could be expected, 
the extreme reactionary and obscuranist elements who were 
loyal to the British were in the forefront of the campaign agai- 
nst Russia and communism. But some of the leaders of the 


*). 


adverse remarks about them. 


comfort, that the food and living 
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national movement also fell victim to the propaganda. This 
is quite evident from the experience of poet Rabindranath 
Tagore whose visit to the Soviet Union in 1930 at the invita- 
tion of the Soviet government was a landmark in Indo-Soviet 
relations. Tagore said in his Letters from Russia : 

“In Russia now! If I had not come to this couatry my 
pilgrimage would have been incomplete. And before I sit in 
judgement on what these people have achieved, I feel like 
exclaiming: what tremendous heroism ! When the invitation 
came from Moscow, I did not have any clear idea in my mind 
about the Bolsheviks. I had heard over and over again 
Many others besides warned 
ing about Russia was the lack of 

conditions were so difficult 
them. Many even insinuated 
ose sights which had in the 


me that the most dreadfal th 


that I would not be able to stand 


that I would be shown only th ; 
main been dressed up. Of course, it must be admitted that to 


travel to Russia at my age and in my present state of health 
is a bit presumptuous on my part. But if despite the invita- 
tion, I had kept away from the world’s greatest and most 
historic festival, I would never have forgiven myself .” 

In a letter to some of his friends Tagore wrote : 

“What I see is astounding. It is so unlike any other 
country. The difference is basic. Without the least discrimina- 
tion, they are awakening the entire humanity. 

“There have always been in history, a grouP of unhonour- 
ed men. They indeed constitute the majority but they bear 
‘the world’s burden. They have no time to grow to man’s 
stature. They are brought up on the crumbs from prosperity’s 
stable. They eat the least, wear the least and learn the least, 
cand it is they who tend the rest, toil the hardest of all, 
and yet earn the most ignominy. Every now and then they 

die of starvation, suffer the kicks and curses of their betters.. 
I have often worried about these people and it has seemed as 
if there is no help. It seemed inevitable for some peop 
on top and for others to be down below. . But to admit that 
civilisation can hold its head high solely on the foundation of 
the enforced degradation and inhumanity of the majority of 
mankind is a disgraceful thought . . 

“In Russia they are endeavouring to solve this problem 


le to be 
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from its roots. It is not time yet to pronounce final judgement 
on the results but what I see with my own eyes is amazing.” 

Comparing the living conditions of the people of the 
USSR and India, Tagore wrote: 

“Not a day passes but I compare conditions here with 
conditions in India and I think of what has happened and 
what might have happened in our country. I reflect on the 
contrast. The condition of the common people here was till a 
few years ago very nearly the same as that in India. But in 
a short time, while they have made rapid progress, we remain 
as before, sunk to our neck in the mire of stagnation.” 

The observations of Tagore reveal the extent of the anti- 
Soviet campaign. Even some of the leading political figures 
feared that the example of the USSR might give rise to forces 
of socialism in India and thus threaten not only the British 
rule but also weaken the dominant position of the bourgeoisie 
in the political movement in India. However, notwithstanding 
all the efforts of the British rulers, the advanced sections in 
the working class and national-liberation movements came to 
be increasingly influenced by the events in the USSR, by the 
success of the socialist construction and by Lenin’s ideas. 
Truth about the USSR gradually seeped through the wall of 
lies. 

The economic and political conditions which prevailed in 
India in the period following the end of the First World War 
and the impetus provided by the success of the Revolution 
in Russia raised the consciousness of the industrial workers 
in Indid and gave rise to numerous struggles. The strike 
wave that started in Bombay spread to the other parts 
sof the country. It was of unprecedented dimensions. There 
were more than 200 strikes in the first six months of 1920 
alone. The main demands of these struggles were higher 
wages and shorter hours of work. These strikes were not 
confined to the economic demands of the workers only. 
These were strikes for political reasons also. The popular 
movement against the British rulers was gaining momentum. 
As it grew in intensity and sweep and spread to the whole 
country the British rulers introduced extraordinary measures 
of repression against the masses. The bold manner in which 
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the masses faced these acts of repression amazed even the 
British rulers. 

The mass struggles of this period also brought about the 
first stirrings of socialist ideas in India. Though the ideas 
were initially vague and of an undefined nature, they rapidly 
gravitated towards Marxism-Leninism under the impact of 
the Great October Revolution. Militant and revolutionary 
minded youngmen drawn towards these ideas were the pione- 
ers of the communist movement in the country. 

Along with the growth of class consciousness among the 
industrial workers, the movement of solidarity with the USSR 
also grew. Support was expressed to the USSR in meetings 
of workers and protest was also organised against imperialist 
machinations against it. The workers evinced great interest 
in knowing . . about what was happening in the USSR. They 
were eager to know how in the USSR people were building a 
new society of which the working people were the masters. 

The following resolution adopted at a meeting of more 
than 10,000 workers in Bombay on May Day 1927 exemplifies 
the new spirit among the workers: 

“This meeting sends fraternal greetings to the workers 
throughout the world realising that only through international 
working-class solidarity can the workers break the bonds of 
capitalism and obtain those conditions which will give a full 
and free life to all.’’ 

The most advanced among the intelligentsia and the, 
working class in the major cities of Bombay and Calcutta 
first came to imbibe the ideas of communism. Later, these 
ideas spread to other areas and embraced newer sections. 
They in turninfluenced the militant youth who had earlier 
striven to fight the British through terrorism. Despite severe 
repression, as exemplified in the Kanpur and the well-known 
Meerut conspiracy cases, despite terror which claimed 
thousands of victims, despite persistent efforts to dub it as 
foreign-inspired and guided from abroad, the communist 
movement steadily grew in India. The steady growth of the 
Communist Party of India in the teeth of slander, persecution 
and repression has given the lie to the propaganda that 
Marxism-Leninism has no relevance to Indian conditions. 

The experience of the people’s movement heightened the 
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consciousness of the people and spurred them to a deeper 
analysis of the economic and political situation in India. 
The history of the Russian Revolution, as well as the features 
of the new Soviet society, began to be studied by an increas- 
ing number of people. Jawaharlal Nehru has dealt with the 
developments in the USSR and their impact on the world in 
many of his speeches and writings. He has also acknowledged 
how these developments influenced his own consciousness. 
In the book Soviet Russia, which he wrote in 1928 after 
visiting the Soviet Union, he observed : 

“Russia thus interests us because it may help us to find 
some solution for the great problems which face the world 
today. It interests us especially because conditions there have 
not been and are not even now very dissimilar to conditions 
in India, Both are vast agricultural countries with only the 
beginnings of industrialisation, and both have to face poverty 
and illiteracy. If Russia finds a satisfactory solution for these 
our work in India is made easy. . 

“It is right, therefore, that India should be eager to Jearn 
more about Russia. So far her information has been largely 
derived from subsidised news agencies inimical to Russia, and 
the most fantastic stories have been circulated. . 

“To every student of recent history it is clear that Russia 
does not want war. England on the other hand is notoriously 
preparing for war and refuses to accept any effective scheme 
for disarmament. 

“Ordinarily Russia and India should live as the best of 
neighbours with the fewest points of friction. The continual 
friction that we see today is between England and Russia and 
not between India and Russia, Indians for generations have 
been told to fear Russia and it is perhaps a little difficult to 
exercise this fear today. But if we face facts, we can only 
come to one conclusion, and that is that India has nothing 
to fear from Russia. And having come to this conclusion we 
must make it clear that we shall not permit ourselves to be 
used as pawns in England’s imperial game.” 

Jawaharlal Nehru was greatly influenced by the writings of 
Lenin and by the progress of socialist construction in the 
USSR. In his message to the Lenin Day celebrations in 
1938 Nehru said : 
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“Twenty years ago the name of Lenin suddenly confron- 
ted the world. Some people wondered; What is this new 
thing that has happened in Russia—who is this man who has 
thus dared ? Most people thought that ina few years he 
would be suppressed and his work would also disappear. But 
he was not suppressed and his work went on progressing. 
During these twenty years there have been many changes in 
the world and many more are taking place before our eyes. 
But who is there today who does not know Lenin and does 
not bow his head when his name is uttered ? Even his enemies 
have had to acknowledge his greatness. And for the crores 
of poor people of the world he has become a star that lights 
their way for them. He has found a place in the hearts of 
crores of people and has put a new life into faded hearts. 
Lenin was born in Russia but he belongs to the whole world, 
and we too seek our path in his light. It is but proper that 
we should remember this great man and draw courage from 
his memory.” 

The deep impress the developments in the USSR made on 
Jawaharlal Nehru and his thinking can also be-gauged from 


his Presidential Address at the Congress session in 1929, in 
the course of which he declared ; 


“JT must frankly confess that I am a socialist and a republi- 
can and no believer in kings and princes or in the order which 
produces the modern kings of industry who have greater 
power over the lives and fortunes of men than even kings of 
old and whose methods are as predatory as those of the old 
feudal aristocracy... 

“The philosophy of socialism has gradually permeated the 
entire structure of society the world over and almost the onlys 
point in dispute is the pace and methods of advance to its 
full realisation. India will have to go that way too if she 
seeks to end her poverty and inequity though she may evolve 
her own methods and may adapt that ideal to the genius of 
eiREACe.fekoaa 

The founders of the Congress Socialist Party in India like 
Acharya Narendra Dev also came under the influence of 
the teachings of Lenin and worked for the establishment 
of a society based on the teachings of Lenin in India. In his 
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Presidential Address at the first session of the Congress 
Socialist Party in May 1934, Acharya Narendra Dev said : 

“It (socialism) is no longer a mere principle and dogma, 
but it is being translated into action at least in one country. 
The Russian experience is going on before our eyes and we can 
study the experiment and form our own conclusions. Russia 
is the only land without unemployment. The great merits of 
its planned economy are being freely recognised even by 
capitalists who have borrowed the ideas from Russia for 
application to their capitalist economy. In Russia, factories, 
land, transport and the credit system have been socialised, 
the collectivisation of farming is taking place, In place of 
anarchy, we have planned guidance of economic development. 
The foundation of socialist economy has been well laid. The 
level of production is being continually raised, and with it the 
standard of life of the masses. The First Five-Year Plan had 
atremendous success and the Second Plan is being accom- 
plished. The fact that the Soviet state is progressing rapidly 
despite the hostility of an antagonistic world and even in the 
midst of widespread economic crisis is in itself a proof posi- 
tive that it has a message to give. It is not necessary that 
other countries should traverse all the stages Russia has 
passed through, nor is it necessary that it should implicitly 
follow the Soviet plans in every little detail. The policies can 
only be adjudged with reference to the particular circumstances 
of each case but tt is also clear that the Russian experiment 
has undoubtedly much to teach and has facilitated the task 
of others who may have to embark upon the socialist 
experiment.” 

The growing impact of the teachings of Lenin and the 
ideas of the October Revolution on the Indian patriots 
naturally alarmed the British rulers who did their damnest 
to cordon off India from the influence of the socialist revolu- 
tion. They framed Draconian laws to crush revolutionary 
activities. They launched a campaign of terror and shootings. 
As early as in 1919 the government set up an anti-Bolshevik 
department of the secret police to destroy the rising revolu- 
tionary and communist movement. The veteran communist 
leader Dr. G. Adhikari’s observations in this regard are 
worth recounting : 
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“Tt was the struggle and sacrifices of the various sections of 
the revolutionary wing of our national movement which broke 
this imperialist-bolstered blockade and made the ideas and 
achievements of the Russian Revolution known to our people. 
Indian national revolutionaries active abroad in Europe and 
in America, democratic leaders of the Indian national move- 
ment, as well as progressive and patriotic publicists of our 
country, disregarding imperialist propaganda, recognised this 
great event as a turning-point in world history. They saw that 
a new force had arisen—a force of revolutionary masses, dis- 
tinct from warring imperialists and challenging them, a force 
that was bound to be a friend of the liberation struggle. 

“The stalwarts of the pre-war radical national movement 
Like Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai and 
Bipin Chandra Pal went on record recognising the historic 
‘Significance of the socialist revolution in Russia and rebuffing 
the slander and propaganda against it by the British rulers 
in India. Mahatma Gandhi, though critical of the ideology of 
the socialist revolution, repudiated the bogey of ‘Bolshevik 
menace’ which the British were assiduously raising, and 
later expressed his goodwill towards revolutionary Russia 
and admiration for its leader, Lenin. 

“Then we have the leaders and cadres of the Ghadar 
(Revolution) Party formed abroad by the Punjab peasants 
who had migrated to California ... Most of them turned to 
the Soviet Union and communism after the October Revolu- 
tion. Then we have the Muhajarin (migrant) movement of 
the Muslim youth, inspired by nationalism in the course of 
the non-cooperation and khilafat movement ... Scores of them 
attracted by the Russian Revolution crossed over to the 
Soviet Union, many of them participated in the civil war in’ 
the central Asian part of the Soviet Union and later went in 
for political training.” 

Dr. Adhikari further writes : 

“The bonds of friendship that soon forged between the 
October Revolution and our national movement in its first 
phase are expressed in incidents, actions and in the creative 
works of literature. The memory of Murtaza Ali who 
deserted from the invading British Army to the Soviet side 
and fought as a partisan in the ranks of the Red Army defen- 
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ding the Revolution in the Central Asian parts of the Soviet 
Union is treasured in the USSR. As early as in 1921, the 
Jharia session of the All-India Trade Union Congress ex- 
pressed solidarity with Russian workers and people who were 
then affected by famine. In 1928, the Russian trade unions 
extended generous assistance to the striking textile workers 
of Bombay who had built the first militant working-class 
trade union in India... 

“Thus the October Socialist Revolution and its creation, 
the Soviet Union, from its initial thriumph, its struggle for 
survival, its futher consolidation and its later historic achieve- 
ments, has all through been indissolubly linked with the 
world revolutionary process of which it was and remains a 
part and an advanced detachment at that. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that Lenin, the leader of the October Revolution 
and the architect of the Soviet socialist state, was simul- 
taneously the initiator and organiser of the Third Communist 
International which became the precursor of the present 
world communist and workers’ movement... 

“In this connection, we recall the prophetic words of 
Lenin, written in 1923, stating that in the last analysis the 
final outcome of the struggle meaning the world struggle 
for the victory of socialism would be determined by the 
fact that Russia, India, China etc., accounted for the 
overwhelming majority of the population of the globe, 
who were being drawn into the struggle for emancipation 
with extra-ordinary rapidity.” 

Indian revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh, Chandrasekhar 
Azad, Rajguru and others received the news of the victory of 
the Great October Revolution with unbounded joy and set 
themselves to the task of studying its ideas, as also of estab- 
lishing contacts with the leaders of the Soviet Union. The 
manifesto of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association, 
published under the title ““The Philosophy of Bomb”’ sets 
out the thinking of the Indian revolutionaries : 

“The revolutionaries believe that the deliverance of the 
country will come through revolution. The revolution, they 
are constantly working and hoping for, will not only express 
itself in the form of an armed conflict between the foreign 
government and its supporters and the people, it will also 
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usher in a new social order. The revolution will ring the 
death-knell of capitalism and class distinctions and privileges. 
It will bring joy and prosperity to the starving millions who 
are seething today under the terrible yoke of both foreign and 
Indian exploitation. It will bring the nation into its own. 
It will give birth to a new state in a new social order. Above 
all, it will establish the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
will for ever banish social parasites from the seats of political 
power. Here in India as in other countries in the past, 
terrorism will develop into the revolution and the revolution 
into independence—social, political and economic.” 

The new faith of the revolutionaries was reaffirmed by 
Bhagat Singh in his testament which was smuggled out of 
jail only a few days before he was hanged : 

“Let us declare that the state of war does exist and 
shall exist so long as the Indian toiling masses and their 
national resources are being exploited by a handful of 
exploiters — they may be pure British capitalists or mixed 
British and Indian or purely Indian. It shall be waged ever 
with new vigour, greater audacity and unflinching determina- 
tion till the socialist republic is established.”’ 

While the trial of the Indian revolutionaries in the 
Lahore conspiracy case was in progress the accused observed 
Lenin Day on January 21, 1930, in jail. They defied the 
court and put on red scarves and raised slogans like “Long 
Live Socialist Revolution’, ‘‘Long Live Communist Inter- 
national “Long Live Lenin’, ‘Down with Imperialism”. They 
even sent a cable congratulating the Soviet workers. 

The Impact of the teachings of Lenin and of the Great 
October Revolution on India’s freedom movement was basi- 
cally the result of the fact that the Soviet Union had effec! 
tively tackled the most burning problems against which the 
people were struggling under the British rule. 

Jawaharlal Nehru in his famous work, Discovery of India, 
has summed up the impact of Marxism-Leninism : 

“A study of Marx and Lenin produced a powerful effect 
on my mind and helped me to see history and current affairs 
in a new light. The long chain of history and of social deve- 
lopment appeared to have some meaning, some sequence, 
and the future lost some of its obscurity. The practical 


. 
Lenin’s Influence on India’s National Movement 27 


achievements of the Soviet Union were also tremendously 
impressive ... I had no doubt that the Soviet Revolution had 
advanced society by a great leap and had lit a bright flame 
which could not be smothered, and that it had laid the foun- 
dations for the new civilisation towards which the world. 
could advance.’ 

In his presidential Address to the Lucknow session of 
Congress in 1936 Nehru spoke with even greater conviction : 

“Tt am convinced that the only key to the solution of the 
world’s problems and of India’s problems lies in socialism, 
and when 1 use this word Ido so not in a vague, humani- 
tarian way but in the scientific, economic sense. Socialism is, 
however, something, even more than an economic doctrine; it 
is a philosophy of life . . . I see no way of ending the poverty, 
the vast unemployment, the degradation and the subjection 
of the Indian people except through socialism ... That in- 
volves vast and revolutionary changes... it means a new 
civilisation, radically different from the present capitalist 
order. Some glimpse we can have of the new civilisation in 
the territories of the USSR... If the future is full of hope it 
is largely because of Soviet Russia and what it has done...” 

Lenin took a good deal of interest in the national-libera- 
tion movement in India and other countries of the East. He 
considered these struggles of decisive importance in the fight 
against imperialism. 

Lenin carefully analysed each one of the liberation move- 
ments and has left notes about the revolutionary character of 
such events as the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857. Referring to the 
partition of Bengal in 1905 Lenin said: ‘‘The British domi- 
nate through their policy of ‘divide and rule ’.. ., partition of 
Bengal by the British is in order to weaken the national 
movement.’’ He narrated many episodes of brutal atrocities 
against the local people by the British officials. Thus, he 
referred to an incident in which a British official in Burma 
had brutally assaulted a minor girl and locked her ina room. 
The judge who tried the case acquitted the official and 
declared that the girl was a prostitute. Lenin remarked that 
“there are thousands and millions of similar cases in 
India” and commented that “this incident explains, much 
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more effectively than lengthy disquisitions, the rapid growth 
of the revolution in India...” 

In reply toa message of greetings sent by the revolu- 
tionaries of India in May 1920, Lenin wrote : 

“JT am glad to hear that the principles of self-determination 
and liberation of oppressed nations from exploitation by 
foreign and native capitalists, proclaimed by the workers’ and 
peasants republic, have found such a ready response among 
progressive Indians, who are waging a heroic fight for 
freedom. The toiling masses of Russia follow the awakening 
of the Indian worker and peasant with unabating attention. 
The organisation and discipline of the working people and 
their perseverence and solidarity with the workers of the 
world are an earnest of ultimate success. We welcome the 
close alliance of Moslem and non-Moslem elements. We 
sincerely want to see this alliance extended to all the toilers 
of the East. For only when the Indian, Chinese, Korean, 
Japanese, Persian, Turkish workers and peasants join hands 
and march together in the common cause of liberation, only 
then will decisive victory over the exploiters be ensured. 
Long live free Asia!”’ 

The observations of Mahatma Gandhi on Lenin and the 
Bolshevik movement exemplify the deep admiration of leaders 
of Indian freedom struggle for Lenin : He wrote in the 
November 5, 1928, issue of Young India : 

«.. .It is my firm conviction that nothing enduring can be 
built on violence. But be that as it may there is no question- 
ing the fact that the Bolshevik ideal has behind it the purest 
sacrifice of countless men and women, who have given up 
their all for its sake, an ideal that is sanctified by sacrifices s 
of such master spirits as Lenin cannot go in vain.” ay 


Lenin and Indian Revolutionaries 


No figure in world history has evoked greater love and 
reverence or inspired such large numbers of people in every 
corner of the globe as Lenin has after the triumph of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution. Fighters for emancipation from 
the stranglehold of imperialism received powerful impetus in 
their struggle from the leader of that Revolution. Participants 
in India’s national-liberation movement derived fresh confi- 
dence and courage immediately after the news of the victory 
of the Russian proletariat reached this country. 

There were Indians, who, overcoming all restrictions and 
hazards, had reached Soviet Russia, the first socialist state of 
workers and peasants, and later visited Moscow to meet the 
great leader—one of them, Rafique Ahmed, is still alive. 
Those who were there in Europe at that time also met Lenin 
personally. 

It is not that Indians heard of Lenin only after the October 
Revolution. There is evidence that a number of them had 
come into contact with Lenin even earlier. 

“In 1907, Madam B.R. Cama and S.R. Rana participated 
as official delegates in the Stuttgart Congress of the Second 
International. Cama was a member of the French Socialist 
Party. In 1910, French newspapers reported that ‘la citoyene 
Cama’, who was called a ‘Hindu Socialist’, had participated 
in a Congress of the Socialist Federation of the Department, 
Seine. When Cama and Rana returned from Stuttgart they 
reported to the other Indian revolutionaries in Paris about 
Lenin, the Russian socialists and about their attitude towards 
the problem of war and of the right of self-determination of 
nations. In this way a group of Indian nationalists, among 
them Virendra Nath Chattopadhyaya, became acquainted 
with Lenin’s opinions on important political problems already 
at that time,’’ wrote H. Kruger, the GDR scholar. 


ee 
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After several years in April 1917, when Lenin was returning 

to Petrograd from Switzerland via Stockholm, Virendra Nath 
Chattopadhyaya of the Berlin Committee made an attempt to 
see Lenin in Stockholm but could not do so as Lenin was 
there only for one day. This was mentioned by Chattopadhyaya 
in the autobiographical speech made by him in 1934 in Lenin- 
grad. 
After the October Revolution, the first Indians who met 
Lenin were Prof. Abdul Jabbar Khairi and Prof. Abdul Sattar 
Khairi. They had been in Germany for a long time but did not 
belong to any group of revolutionaries. They had gone to 
Moscow under the names of Ahmad Hadi and Mohammad 
Haris. But now the facts about their identity have been esta- 
blished from their relations living in Delbi. 

Jabbar and Sattar met Lenin on November 23, 1918, in the 
Kremlin. No record of their talks with Lenin is available but 
they are understood to have conveyed the greetings of the 
Indian people on the victory of the October Revolution and 
told him that “his slogan calling for the self-determination of 
nations had penetrated India crossing all barriers set by the 
British and made the Indian people confident of their victory 
over the British imperialists.” 3 

On November 25, 1918, two days after meeting Lenin, 
Jabbar and Sattar were invited to greet the All-Russian 
Central Executive Committee, which was discussing important 
questions. Here is what they said in part: 

“Teaders of the Russian revolution, Comrades, Friends! 

“Allow us to thank you for affording us the joy of speak- 
ing to you personally and of congratulating you on behalf of 
the Indian people. Allow us to convey greetings to the Russiar 
Revolution which has brought us new hope and showed usa 
new road in our struggle.”’ 

Jabbar and Sattar presented a sandalwood stick with an 
ivory tip to Lenin as a token of their admiration for the 
Russian Revolution. This has been preserved in the Lenin 
Museum in Moscow. 

In 1918 itself, the Pravda carried a message of greetings 
from the people of India to Lenin, which stated: 

“India congratulates you on the great victory you have 
won in the interests of democracy. India greatly admires the 
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Jofty and humane principles that you have proclaimed after 
taking power into your hands. 

‘India implores providence to strengthen you in your 
staunchness in these high ideals...” 

Pravda stated that this message had come from someone 
who with great difficulties had managed to reach Moscow. The 
identity of this person has not so far been established. Perhaps 
further research would throw some light on who he was and 
when he reached Moscow. 

Raja Mahendra Pratap, who formed and headed the 
Provisional Government of India in Kabul in 1915, went to 
Moscow in early 1919 to build contacts with the new Soviet 
Government headed by Lenin. Apart from being a fighter for 
the liberation of India, he had his own philosophy of love and 
some other ideas which he wanted to discuss with Lenin. 

Raja Mahendra Pratap, Maulana Barkatullah, Maulvi 
Abdul Rab Peshawari, Tirumal Mandyam_ Prativadi 
Bhayankar Acharya, Dalip Singh Gill and Ibrahim met Lenin 
in the Kremlin on may 7, 1919. 

Raja Mahendra Pratap was the President of the Indian 
Provisional Government and Barkatullah was the Prime 
Minister. There are different accounts of this meeting avail- 
able. One was given by Raja Mahendra Pratap himself to me 
when I was collecting material for my first book, India and 
Lenin, in 1960. The other was told by T.M.P.B. Acharya to 
Dr. B.N. Datta who recorded it in his The Dialectics of Land 
Economics published in 1952. A third account was given by 
some Russian to Shaukat Usmani which he incorporated in 
his book Peshawar to Moscow. 

The Raja’s account had little politics in it but what 
Acharya told B.N. Datta is interesting. The Raja presented a 
few of his pamphlets, including Religion of Love, to Lenin. 
Some of them had already been seen by Lenin, others he said 
he would go through but in regard to Religion of Love Lenin 
told the Raja: 

“Religion would not save the Indian people. Tolstoy and 
others like him tried the same thing in Russia but failed. Go 
back to India and preach class-struggle, and the road to 
freedom of India will be nearer.” 
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Barkatullah talked with Lenin about the need for revolu- 
tion in India. 

Lenin spoke to each one of them for some minutes but 
talked for a longer time with Ibrahim, who belonged to the 
peasantry of Punjab. It was more important for Lenin to 
discuss agrarian problems. 

Manabendra Nath Roy (real name Narendra Nath 
Bhattacharya) was a delegate from Mexico to the Second 
Congress of the Communist International held in Moscow 
from July 19 to August 7, 1920. Abani Mukherjee and Acharya 
were the Indian delegates at the Congress. Roy had put for- 
ward a different view in connection with the independence 
movement in the colonies and the role of Mahatma Gandhi in 
Indian politics. Lenin asked Roy to prepare a supplementry 
thesis on the colonial question which was amended by Lenin 
and approved by the Congress. About the “Kind and tolerant’ 
attitude of Lenin, Roy himself says in his Memoirs: “It was 
perhaps the most valuable experience of my life till then. [ 
had the rare privilege of being treated as an equal by a great 
man, who proved his greatness by doing so.’’ Roy had several 
meetings with Lenin. 

Abani Mukherjee and Acharya met Lenin at the Congress, 
It is understood that Abani discussed with Lenin the situation 
in India and the problems of the national-liberation movement 
in his country. 

In July 1921, the third Congress of the Communist 
International took place to which a large group of Indian 
revolutionaries came from Berlin. This group included 
Virendra Nath Chattopadhyaya, Pandurang Sadashiv Khan- 
khoje and G. Ambia Khan Luhani. On July 7, they sent a° 
thesis on ‘‘India and the World Revolution’ to Lenin. The 
covering note to this thesis stated: 

“We hope that when you will have time to spare, we shall 
have an opportunity of a personal talk with you on the Indian 
question.” 

The very next day Lenin replied in English written by 
himself: 

“‘T have read your thesis with great interest. But why new 
thesis? I shall soon be talking with you about it.” 


° 
Lenin and Indian Revolutionaries 33 


On July 13, Lenin left for Gorki on leave. It is not yet 
confirmed from official Soviet sources whether Lenin met the 
Indian revolutionaries. But Chattopadhyaya in his speech in 
1934 said that he had done so. 

Bhupendra Nath Datta, a brother of Swami Vivekananda 
and a revolutionary, was in Europe seeking the path for 
India’s independence. The leaders of the Communist Inter- 
national invited him and other revolutionaries for discussion 
on the state of the struggle for India’s liberation. 

On August 23, 1921, B.N. Datta sent to Lenin his thesis on 
the “Communist Revolution—Final Solution of the Indian 
Problem’’ along with the following letter : 

“To Comrade Lenin, 

“*Dear Comrade, 

“J, an Indian, have arrived from Western Europe with a 
group of Indian revolutionaries. I am forwarding to you @ 
corrected copy of my article about the situation in India and 
the pepatacicr of the revolutionary forces in that country. 

x aay aa eens have _been advanced concerning the 
gaia avant ce the Indian revolutionary movement. I, 
{0 you if you ees Ane and should be extremely grateful 
san Onin tuan me enough to read this article and state 
“Sincerel question under discussion. 
y yours, 
7 Bhupendra Nath Datta” 

Lenin was still at Gorki and inspite of his poor health he 


studied the document and i 
| rep] ee 
Lenin wrote ; plied to B.N. Datta on Augus 


“Dear Comrade Datta, 


: ‘I have Tead your thesis. Let us not argue about social 
classes. I believe we should adhere to my thesis on the colonial 
question. Collect statistical data on peasant unions if they exist 
in India. 
Yours, 
V. Ulyanov (Lenin)’’” 


This advice of Lenin had a great impact on Datta. He came 
back to India, worked among the workers and peasants and 


later wrote his famous book Dialectics of Land Economics of 
India in 1952, 


Lenin’s Advice to 


fiaja Mahendra Pratap 


Raja Mahendra Pratap met Lenin on May7 1919, in the 
Kremlin. He was proud of having met Lenin and has given an 
account of his meeting to various Indian and Soviet scholars 
and journalists. 

I give below the account which he gave to me in his own 
handwriting in 1960. Raja Mahendra Pratap was one of the 
chief guests at the Lenin centenary celebrations organised by 
the Government of India in 1970. 

“Hearing the news that Afghanistan was at war with 
Britain in India, I rushed back to Russia. Flying a part of the 
way, I reached Moscow, I was a guest of the government. Here 
I found my Prime Minister, Maulana Barkatullah, well establi- 
shed and well connected. He too was a guest of the government. 
We stayed together in the palace of an ex-sugar king. The 
government kitchen served us fine food... One Mr. 
Suhrawardy, a brother of Minister Suhrawardy, used to come 
to eat with us. 

“The day was ultimately fixed to see the Prime Minister 
and absolute leader, Comrade Lenin, at the Kremlin. A day 
earlier I received a phone call and a man came from the ‘ 
Foreign Office to take two copies each of my booklets and 
pamphlets. I knew little then that a copy each of these book- 
lets was meant for Lenin. 

“Professor Vosnesenski of the Foreign Office took us to the 
Kremlin. J was accompanied by Maulana Barkatullah, Maulvi 
Rab, Mr. Acharya, Mr. Dalip Singh Gill and Ibrahim, a 
ane 4 entered a big room in the upper storey. Lenin WES 
sitting in front. Seeing us he stood up, briskly went fo. sepeee? 
brought a small chair and put it near his chair. In the meantime, 
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we reached him. He asked us to sit down. For a moment I 
thought which chair I should take, the one that he had brought 
himself, or the one of the big easy chairs that were there. I 
being in front of the party decided to take the small chair he 
had brought. My friends settled themselves in the huge chairs. 
Professor Vosnesenski remained standing. Ibrahim too was 
Standing, a bit far from us. 

“Comrade Lenin asked me in English, in what language to 
speak—English, German, French or Russian. I said, you speak 
such good English, let us talk in English. 

“J presented my book, Religion of Love to him. He said, he 
had read it; it was Tolstoyism. I said, there should be love. I 
went on to say that nature was using him to doa job in society. 
He said it could be my opinion. 

“I then presented him my plan of ‘Notes of Commodities’. 
The government should print notes of wheat, rice, butter, coal, 
etc., instead of silver or gold, government to promise to give so 
much weight of wheat, etc., and not to promise to give rupees 
or roubles or pounds. He said, he would consider the matter. 

He asked one or two questions from each one of us. When 
he asked Ibrahim a question he replied in Russian. Comrade 
Lenin was pleased to hear his broken Russian. We were for 
about twenty minutes with the great leader. Conversation turn- 
~ eda bit about Afghanistan. 

“Lenin’s government practically compelled me to go with 
their Ambassador Mr. Surits. I went. Mr. Abdul Rab and Mr. 
Acharya accompanied me to Kabul. 

“The condition in the country was such that we were 
delayed at Moscow because the Cossacks were fighting the Red 
forces in Central Asia from where we were to pass. When the 
rebellion was put down we proceeded. 

“We went by train to Symarna. We went on. At a place on 
our way President Kalinin was being shown the Cossack priso- 
ners who had now agreed to serve the Soviets. Here I had lunch 
with the President. We had to travel by cars, because the 
railway line was torn due to fighting. On the other side, we got 
a special train to take us further.” 

Raja Mahendra Pratap when I approached him in 1960 
was a Member of Parliament and was staying in Delhi in MP’s 
flats. 
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This account was published in India and Lenin in 1960 with 
a footnote about the talks Lenin had withthe members of the 
delegation. Raja Mahendra Pratap did not remember his talks 
with Lenin except the formalities, but there were others also 
who talked about their meeting with Lenin. T.M.P.B. Acharva 
told B.N. Datta about their meeting when the latter was ‘in 
Moscow as below: 

“Raja Mahendra Pratap asked that great man whether he 
had read his pamphlets on ‘Religion of Love’ sent before hand. 
Lenin answered in the affirmative. When asked to express his 
reaction about it, Lenin answered : ‘Religion would not save 
the Indian people. Tolstoy and others like him tried the same 
thing in Russia but failed. Go back to India and preach class 
struggle and the road to freedom of India will be nearer.’ 

“Then hearing that amongst the visitors there was one who 
had sprung from the peasantry, Lenin turned his back to those 
bourgeois-revolutionaries, and interrogated that man named 
Ibrahim for half an hour about the condition of the peasantry 
of the Punjab. The visitors were non-plussed about the beha- 
viour of the great man; they wondered what interest could he 
have in talking with a servant of one of them! But they did 
not realise that in order to understand the background of the 
Indian problem, a peasant was more important to him than 


exalted personages.” 
This has been recorded in the Preface to the Dialectics of 


Land Economics of India by B.N. Datta published in 1952. 


Lenin ;: A Guide to Indian Students 
and Youth 


The All-India Students Federation, a militant students’ 
organisation, was set up in the mid ’30s. It organised mass 
protest actions against repression and demanded better educa- 
tional opportunities. The Communist Party of India, which 
was not a legal body under the British rule, issued a very 
small pamphlet for the guidance of the students and youth 
titled : Lenin—As a Student, Advice to the Youth! This pamph- 
let contains a short biographical note on “Lenin as a Student” 
and extracts from an address, “Advice to Youth”, delivered 
by Lenin on October 2, 1920, to the 3rd Congress of the Young 
Communist League. 

The Preface to this pamphlet, published illegally by the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party (Section of the 
Communist International) in December 1940, says: 

«’,.In these pages you will read of the path which Lenin 
took as a student. Lenin as a university student flung himself 
into the fight for the democratic rights, into the fight against 
Tsarist repression. Already a Marxist, Lenin joined and 
organised revolutionary students circles. By actively participa- 
ting in agitation, organisation and study he equipped himself 
for his future revolutionary career. And with all this Lenin 
was a model student, i.e., the model of a revolutionary 
student. 

“These pages would inspire you to fight for the victory of 
the Lenin-way in the student movement. That is the path 
which would lead it towards greater unity, greater mass 
strength, greater organisation. That is the way which will 
enable the students to play their part in the revolutionary 
struggles that are ahead. 
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“The students’ movement of India has already given its 
verdict indeeds. Along the path of Lenin, of revolution, and 
not along that of Gandhiji, of reformism and compromise, 
lies its future.” 


PART II 


LENIN 
IN 
INDIAN LITERATURE AND ART 


Lenin in Indian Literature 


Several revolutions had taken place in Europe but none of 
them had the same impact on the world as the Great October 
Socialist Revolution in Russia. The revolution in Russia was 
of a new type, a revolution carried out by workers and pea- 
sants under the leadership of Lenin. The British government 
tried in every way to prevent the news of the revolution from 
reaching India. Yet, some reports of it did travel to this 
country which galvanised the people. 

It took some time for the impact of Lenin to be felt in 
Indian literature. People knew very little about him but still 
his ideology and teachings were reflected first of all in the 
political field through our nationalist newspapers like Kesari 
of Poona edited by Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Pratap 
of Kanpur edited by Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi and Swadesha- 
mitran of Madras in which Subramanya Bharati was a sub- 
editor and wrote a daily column “Brief Note’, under the 
pseudonym Kalidasan. Subramanya Bharati composed a 
poem, ‘‘New Russia’? in November 1917, within three weeks 
of the October Revolution. And within three months of the 
historic event, on January 29, 1918, Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
wrote an editorial, ‘“The Russian Leader Lenin”’, in his paper. 

Poets in many languages broke out of their shells of love 
and romance and started writing poems against the capitalist 
system and the British atrocities and in support of the poor 
and downtrodden. The most eminent among them in Hindi 
were Sumitranandan Pant, Prasad and Suryakant Tripathi 
‘Nirala’. Mohammad Iqbal and Josh Malihabadi wrote poems 
in Urdu. In other languages also many similar poems appeared. 

The visit of Jawaharlal Nehru and Rabindranath Tagore 
to the Soviet Union in 1927 and 1930 and the accounts of 
their impressions of the new socialist state and its leader 
Lenin aroused a great deal of interest in India. Writers 
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started writing about the new civilisation and the Progressive 
Writers’ Association was formed in 1936. Munshi Premchand 
who had earlier written a lot on the problems of workers and 
peasants was its first President. In course of time many 
important writers joined this movement. They included 
Dr. Mulk Raj Anand (English); Yashpal, Rahul Sankrityayan, 
Muktibodh, Nagarjun and Dr. Shivmangal Singh ‘Suman’ 
(Hindi); Sajjad Zaheer, Krishan Chandar, Sardar Jafri, Kaifi 
Azmi and Makhdoom Mohiuddin (Urdu); Annabhau Sathe, 
Khandekar and Mama Warerkar (Marathi); Tara Shankar 
Bandhopadhyaya, Manik Bandhopadhyaya, Bishnu Dey and 
Premendra Mitra (Bengali); and several more in the other 
languages of the country. 

A characteristic feature of the new literature created by 
the progressive writers was its radical nature in contrast to 
the earlier reformist approach generally adopted by the 
writers. The writers exposed economic and social injustice 
and presented the vision of a just and prosperous society free 
from all types of exploitation. All the Indian languages were 
greatly influenced by the developments in the Soviet Union, 
its achievements and the advance of ideas of Marxism- 
Leninism. 

Given in the following pages are some extracts from the 
writings of prominent Indian writers, which give an idea of 
the high esteem in which Lenin was held. 

Dr. Vishvanath Tripathi writes : 

“The thinkers, social and political leaders, and authors of 
Hindi literature were experiencing the agony and pain of the 
economic and social maladies: In the October Revolution they 
saw a way to get rid of all this. That is why they welcomed 
the event so enthusiastically, and hailed Lenin as the leader 
of the oppressed humanity.” 

In 1919 a book entitled Samyavad (Communism) was 
published from the office of Pratap, daily most popular Hindi 
at the time. The writer of this book was Shivanarayan Mishra 
Vaidya. This unknown writer said in the book about Lenin 
that “because of his indomitable courage, strong will and 
selflessness he is almost worshipped by his comrades.” 

Ramashankar Awasthi wrote two books, one on Lenin and 
the other on The State Revolution in Russia. The title of the 
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book on Lenin was The Bolshevik Magician. The cover of the 
book carried a portrait of Lenin. The inscription below 
Lenin’s photograph translated into English read : “This is 
Lenin, remover of the world’s inequality. He is a lion, a roar- 
ing communist lion.” 

In the book Awasthi stated: “Lenin wants the revolution 
to take place in all countries of the world and he wants that 
all countries should be independent.” 

Pran Nath Vidyalankar, writing in 1923, called Lenin a 
Mahatma (one with a great soul). The importance of calling 
Lenin Mahatma can be understood in the light of the fact 
that only Gandhi was so described by the Indian masses. This 
amply demonstrates how close Lenin was to the hearts of the 
Hindi writers from the time his name and work became known 
in this country. 

When Lenin died in 1924, Krishnakant Malaviya, the 
editor of Abhyudaya, said that “‘The greatest man of the world 
has passed away’’. Another paper, Vartman, urged its readers 
to observe a “Lenin Week’’ in respectful memory of the 
departed leader. It is quite clear that Lenin and his greatest 
achievement, the October Revolution, were not treated by the 
Indian people as “‘foreign’’ and “irrelevant” to this country. 
They saw that the British rule and oppression could end in 
this country only through revolution. They rejoiced over the 
end of poverty and misery in Russia because they themselves 
were suffering and knew what it was to be exploited, to be 
poor and downtrodden. In the October Revolution they saw a 
“‘bright ray of hope for the suffering humanity”’. 

The well-known writer Surendra Chaudhary makes the 
fcllowing observations about the impact of Lenin and his 
work on Hindi literature: 

“The impact of the October Revolution was felt first 
during the ‘20s when India’s political freedom movement 
entered a new mass phase, tilted a little towards Left and 
found favour with the new generation of freedom-fighters. 
Lenin very correctly defined the perspective when he said: 
‘The imperialist war that is being waged for world domina- 
tion; the division of the spoils for the plunder of small and 
weak nations; this horrible criminal war has ruined all 
countries, exhausted all peoples and confronted mankind with 
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the alternative either sacrifice all civilisation and perish or 
throw off the capitalist yoke in the revolutionary way, do 


away with the rule of the bourgeoisie and win socialism and 
durable peace...’ 


“Literature in general reflected this development of the 
world events. In Hindi literature a new turn in temper 
appeared which historically linked itself with the fighting 
tradition of the bourgeois-national renaissance of the 1870s, 
but at the same time defined a new task ahead, the task of a 
basic transformation of Indian society.” 

Rahul Sankrityayan wrote several books on the Soviet 
Union, introducing the land of Lenin to Indian readers. He 
also published a biography of Lenin. 

The noted Bengali writer Gautam Chattopadhyaya, speak- 
ing of the influence of Leninism on Bengali literature, has 
said: 

“After the Second Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national when Lenin’s thesis on colonial liberation was 
adopted, as also after the first wave of the non cooperation 
movement in India, the Bengali press and the Bengali literary 
world started reflecting socialist ideas in right earnest. 
Naturally enough, the Bengali political journals became the 
first vehicles.” 

Bijoli, a political weekly in Bengali edited by the noted 
revolutionary Birendra Kumar Ghosh, said: 

“What has the socialist revolution brought to Russia? 
Firstly, education, In Tsarist days, 75 per cent of the people 
were illiterate. Now the entire population is getting educa- 
tion... The second achievement: Russia has given up wor- 
shipping Mammon. Western democracy was a closed house) 
The capitalist controlled the press and the political leaders, 
The big factory-owners hypnotized millions by the power of 
money, kept them in wage slavery and led them by their ears 
to the voting booth.” 

A little later, in the same year, Phani Ghosh, a political 
worker, published a small booklet in Bengali called Lenin. In 
the last section of the book, Phani Ghosh remarked: 

“When we read the life of Lenin, it is natural for us 
Indians, to compare this titan with Mahatma Gandhi +. SO 
‘we see, on the whole, the aims of Gandhi and Lenin are the 
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same, to uproot all injustice from society, especially to end 
the poverty of the oppressed masses, and to utterly destroy 
the oppressors.” 

Sachin Sanyal of the Kakori Conspiracy Case fame, 
writing on Lenin, observed: 

“The problems of poverty shall not disappear with the 
introduction of conventional political democracy, because 
even then, the capitalists shall remain masters of the situation, 
by virtue of their power of wealth. Lenin ably asserted this 
for the first time in Russia... It is Lenin who has translated 
Karl Marx’s idea of socialism into reality, for the first time 
in Russia.” 

Journalistic writings of this period reveal a sharpening of 
political awareness. A leading journal editorially commented: 

*‘With the triumph of Bolshevism in Russia, a powerful 
movement is sweeping across the continents, with the slogan: 
‘Destroy the capitalists! Destroy the Zamindars!’ In their 
place, all happiness should be made accessible to those who 
are creating wealth by the sweat of their brow. This 
movement’s call is reverberating in even this sleepy land of 
ours.”’ 4 

The revolutionary poet Nuzrul Islam composed poems 
eulogising the Russian Revolution: 


The flood that has swept away into oblivion that Priore 
house of millions in Siberia... the roar of that flood is at 
your gate. 

Wake up brother, welcome the new mother, 

Oh, why be afraid of destruction? 

Revolution brings the birth-pangs of the new. 

The new age comes— 

Tt will tear asunder the force of evil. 


Another Bengali writer, Ashis Sanyal, has pointed out: 

“The impact of the great October Revolution was first 
confined to the writing of social and political essays and to 
journalism. The British rulers were wary about it. They tried 
to censor the news of this great revolution and even tried to 
spread false propaganda about Lenin and Russia. ..attempts 
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of the British rulers to stop the spreading of the ideas and 
thought of Great October Revolution failed.” 

From 1917 onwards, many social and political essays and 
biographies of Lenin were written. The life of Lenin was 
serialised in 1921 in a reputed religious Bengali magazine. 
The new class of writers who were influenced by Marx, Lenin 
and the Great October Revolution chose as their heroes and 
heroines men and women from what are usually regarded as 
the lower classes. Bengali literature is rich in poems, and 
here the impact of the Great October Revolution is parti- 
e. As a result of the penetration of Marxian 
literature in the wake of the Revolution, 
poems with political and social content designed to spread 
revolutionary ideas came to be written. Even Tagore’s 
imagery changed and his language became terse and direct. 


In one of his poems he wrote: 


cularly noticeabl 
thought into our 


Come, young nations, 
Proclaim the fight for freedom, 
Raise up the banner of inyincible.faith, 


Build bridges with your life 
Across the gaping earth blasted by hatred, 


And march forward. 


Tagore hailed the great October Revolution as the 
“sreatest sacrificial fire in history’’. : 

In the early twenties, the outstanding Indian poet 
Mohammad Iqbal wrote many poems which highlighted the 
great and everlasting image of the founder of the new socia= 
list state. In one such poem Lenin, representing the people 
asks the God: 


The fate of slaves is bitter 
where’s the light? 

And when will capitalism sink 
and drown? 

The world long years awaits 
the reckoning date. 
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Poems on Lenin also began to be written in typical folk 
style. Sajjad Zaheer, revolutionary patriot, author and critic, 
wrote a poem, “‘Lenin Was His Name’? in the thirties: 


There is a land which bears 

the name of Russia n 
Where lived a man 

and Lenin was his name. 


Niaz Haider, another well-known Urdu poet, wrote several 
poems on Lenin which were published in a book entitled An 
Invitation to Lenin’s Epoch. 

Krishan Chander’s “Imaginary Dialogue with Lenin’s 
Portrait’’ is a literary masterpiece. 

Writing about the impact of the Great October Revolu- 
tion on Urdu literature, Mohammad Hasan has stated: 

“It marked the victory of a new social system over the 
mysterious forces of history. It was an event which acclaimed 
fraternity of all downtrodden and exploited peoples of the 
world who were Struggling against imperialist and capitalist 
enslavement. 

“The impact of the October Revolution on the literary 
sensibility 1n Asia, particularly in India, was three-fold. 

“First, it evoked confidence in the scientific temper and 


progressive outlook of life which militated against all 
obscurantism and superstition, 


“Secondly, it exploded the myth of the invincibility of 


the bourgeois and imperialist powers and assured the victory 
of the oppressed peoples of subjugated colonies against their 
enslavers. 

“Thirdly, it introduced a new scientific vision of the world 
which firmly believed that the future of humanity lay in the 
hands of the workers and peasants who were historically 
destined to be the leaders of all human progress. No power on 
earth could change the course of history, which was confirmed 
by a scientific analysis of historical facts. 

“The October Revolution proved to be a watershed in the 
literary sensibility in Urdu. It was not just an event in 
a far-off land, but a great explosion in one’s own courtyard. 
It brought about unbelievable transformation in literary 
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sensibilty, concepts and values which steadily veered towards 
scientific and social realities. It brought to literature a sense 
of deep social commitment, a dignity of participation in 
bringing about social change and, above all, the honour of 
playing an effective role in the emancipation of mankind. ” 

The well-known Urdu writer Qamar Rais has observed : 

“This great event was backed up by the dynamic ideology 
of socialism and a wave of mass awakening. Just after the 
October Revolution, Urdu literature was also exposed to this 
dnfluence and many young writers worked under its impact. 
‘Socialist thinking came in as a significant intellectual prop 
-for political and social thinkers as well as for writers. - Urdu 
-writers were rather more susceptible to socialist ideas than 
their counterparts in other languages. A number of young 
WUrdu writers pinned their faith on the concept of economic 
-and social equality and developed an enthusiasm for national 
undependence.”’ ' 

Aziz Lakbnavi, a distinguished Urdu poet hailed the 
success of the Lenin-led October Revolution in the following 
yerse which was published as early as on January 12, 1918: 


The fallen stars are now burning bright, 

Your keen eyes may see through the darkness. 
Listen to the Russian message, 

Unity may bring salvation for you, 

Because unity has brought salvation for Russia. 


In regard to Telugu literature the noted Telugu writer, 
D. Anjaneyula, has said : 

“The earliest public notice taken of the October 
Revolution of 1917 and subseqent happenings was by Dr. 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya. In an article contributed to the Ugadi 
special number of the Andhra Patrika for the year 1920-21 he 
tried to examine the ideas thrown up by the Revolution with 
consideration and sympathy.. One of the earliest references 
to socialist ideas in general and to the Bolshevik experiment 
in particular could be found in the novel Maalapalli (literally 
Harijan Hamlet), first published in 1922, and banned, for 


some time, by the British government of the day. It was - 


written by the late Unnava Lakshminarayan, a contemporary 


ee ae me 
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of Dr. Pattabhi and a Congress leader. He was fairly well 
acquainted with the ideology of socialism as would be evident 
from a long passage. from an address to a gathering of 
Harijans by one of the characters. The points mentioned in 
the address are. 

“A government of the Soviets has been established in 
Russia. Their movement is called ‘Bolshevism’ which literally 
means the ideology of the majority party. The Soviet govern- 
ment has taken over all the wealth, including the palaces and 
factories of the millionaires. He alone is allowed to consume 
who is able to produce, with the exception of the old, sick 
and disabled. It is their conviction that every man has a 
tight to share in the enjoyment of the world’s material wealth. 
Every one must work and earn his share. It is not fair that a 
chosen few should roll in wealth and luxury, while others 
starve and go naked in their struggle for existence. No one 
could doubt the inherent justice of these principles. 

“There is a natural time lag in the sensibility among writers. 
In addition to the barrier of distance. . there are others barri- 
ers of language and social tradition, which involve a process 
of translation at different levels for being successfully got 
over, The categorical imperatives of Marx on capitalism 
containing within it the seeds of its own destruction, to be 
followed by a socialist revolution, leading ultimately to a 
classless society, took some considerable time to get across 
to the different regions of India. 

“‘A number of publications during this time were launched 
asacontribution to the national struggle. The establish- 
ment of socialism was assumed to be the goal of the struggle 
for freedom, 

Describing the influence of the teachings of Marx and 
Lenin and the impact of the Great October Revolution on 
Marathi literature, O.P. Bhatnagar has written; 

“Our great national leader Bal Gangadhar Tilak fervently 
greeted the October Revolution. Coinciding with our struggle 
for freedom it gave rise to a large body of journalistic 
literature outlining the salient features of the Revolution as 
a symbol of the war against tyranny and oppression. A great 
Social reformer and writer, Jyotiba Phule, took a lead in 
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acquainting the people of Maharashtra with the ideas of 
communism. 

“A large number of nespapers like Lok Shikshan Vividh 
Dyan Vistar, Sahyadri and others popularised those ideas 
among the masses. Several full length studies were also 
attempted by men like L.N. Joshi, V.C. Sarwate, Lalji 
Pendse, D. Kelker and P.V. Gadgil in their Revolution in 
Russia, Sacialism, Religion or Revolution, Tomorrow’s Culture 
and Towards Socialism,respectively. 

“ the Revolution and socialism did contribute to the 
progress of Marathi literature in a number of ways, the 
awareness of the necessary division of society into classes; 
the resultant class struggle; the shift of attention from nature 
and religion to man, from destiny and Karma to history and 
economic struggle; the need to wage a war against injustice 
and inequality; the introduction of realism in literature; the 
need of redefining art asa social form and the increasingly 
social role of the artist as against his personal aesthetics were 
all a direct result of the impact of the Revolution and of 
socialism on literature. ’’ 

The cult of sympathy for the exploited, for the socially 
and economically oppressed and the downtrodden had begun 
since the arrival of Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa in 
1915. The young generation of poets who were sent to jail 
for participating in the non-violent movement of Mahatma 
Gandhi came out of jails with Marxist leanings. 

On the impact on Gujarati literature Pushkar Chandervaker 
has pointed out: 

“Even in prison the young Gujarati writers continued to 
exchange their progressive views and read the works of Karl 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and others. On the political front, young 
and enthusiastic Indian thinkers were paving new paths for 
this ideology is democratic socialism... The socialist trend 
which began to gain momentum in Gujarati literature was 
purely Marxist or realistic or scientific-socialist. Poetry, fiction 
and other literary genres in Gujarati, such as essays, biography 
and autobiography, came to be influenced by this trend. . - 
Leading Gujarati poet laureates of socialist thought are 
Umashankar Joshi and Surdaram alias Tribhuvandas Luhar. 
Umashankar Joshi’s Gangotri contains a number of memora- 
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ble poems with a socialist trend... The poet’s Marxist 
approach is ‘illustrated in a powerful lyric titled "Jatharagni’ 
(Appetite) : 


Construct, construct, skyscrapers— 
Let them kiss the sky, 

Construct heavenly palaces and minarets 
Rising in majesty... 

One day when the fire of their hunger 
would burst out 

Not a single grain of the devastated 
You will be able to find out. 


“*”, . ‘The Sucked Mango-Stone’, ‘The Song of a Hammer’, 
‘The Bulbul and the Beggar-Woman’ and ‘The Washerman’ 
are some of the poems that should be mentioned as the out- 
come of Umashankar Joshi’s socialist and progressive ideology 
derived directly or indirectly from the October Revolution.” 

About the impact on Punjabi literature Sant Singh Sekhon 
observed : 

With the start of a monthly, the Kirti, by Bhai Santokh 
Singh, socialist ideology entered the field of Punjabi writing. 
Bhai Santokh Singh was an emissary of the Sikhs and others 
in the USA who had been active in the Ghadar (Rebellion) 
movement. After the end of the First World War they turned 
to Moscow for guidance and aid. Their turning to Moscow 
made them imbibe the socialist ideology. Bhai Santokh Singh 
came from Moscow after receiving training at the University 
of the Peoples of the East, and in the Punjab he could think 
of no better way of propagating the socialist ideology than of 
seeking the cooperation of the Akali Sikhs. The progressive 
writers’ movement was a powerful factor in the orientation. 
The first item in its credo, anti-imperialism, made them look 
naturally towards the Soviet Union as the vanguard of the 
anti-imperialist movement and trends. 

Narinderpal Singh in his poem ‘My Faith’ puts Lenin at. 
par with outstanding personalities of history. 

The Russian Revolution became the symbol of the common 
man. It ushered in new ideas, shaped new beliefs and stirred 
the people on to fight for freedom, fraternity and equality, 
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writes Niranjan Mohanty, the noted Oriya writer. He has 
further observed : 

“The Russian Revolution prepared the horoscope of a new 
literature popularly known as progressive literature. .. Life 
in its most naked and limpid form is the glory of such a litera- 


ture. The impact of the Russian Revolution on Oriya litera- 
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ghies have been translated and these no doubt add to the 


walk of progressive Jiterature in Oriya.” 
‘3%. Srinivas has this to say on Malayalam literature : 


“The October Revolution marks the beginning of a new 
€poch in the history of humanity... In India, the freedom 
Struggle was advancing under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi. Parallel with it, the communist movement also 
progressed, In Kerala, it was perhaps the strongest. Malaya- 
Jam literature has a record of over half a century in the 
progressive movement. In 1912, the famous Swadeshabhimani 
Ramakrishna Pillai (1878-1916) wroté and published a biogra-s 
phy of Karl Marx in Malayalam. . . 

“The great’ trio Ulloor Parameswara Iyer, N. Kumaran 
Asan and Vallathol Narayana Menon were all imbued with 
progressive ideas... Of the three, Vallathol was more ‘red’ 
in his sensibility and wrote several short poems in his later 
years praising Lenin and his land. 

“A real progressive poet is Vailopilli Sreedhara Menon 
who wrote ‘Kudiyozhikkal’, a long poem which is still studied 
widely and has become a classic of the progressive school. 
Vailopilli wrote a very beautiful poem ‘Lenin’.”’ 


Lenin in Indian Literature 55 


Sindhi literature was also influenced by Lenin and his. 
socialist ideas, M.K. Jetley has observed : 

“The unique success of the October Revolution organised 
by Lenin attracted not only the downtrodden and suppressed 
people of different countries, but also the intellectuals and 
great thinkers of the whole world. Sindhi intellectuals also 
were influenced by Lenin and his socialist ideas. 

“Among the early revolutionaries of Sindh, who were 
inspired by Lenin and his achievements and who actively 
took part in the propagation of socialist ideas, Kishanchand 
Tirthdas Khatra ‘Bewas’ gained fame. ‘Bewas’ boldly chal- 
lenged the exploiter in his poem ‘Shahukar’ (The Rich man) : 
‘These richmen are leeches. parasites who suck the blood of 
the poor, their laughter, their voluptuosness are based on the 
tears of thousands of eyes. With the growth of wealth and 
prestige of the rich, grows tyranny and oppression by the 
Tsar like people. O rich man! if the proletariat comes to 
power (in India) and becomes the ruler, your fate would be 
same as that in Uttar Khand (i.e., Russia).”’ 

“The influence of the socialist ideology of Lenin and the 
October Revolution is clearly evident in the works of some 
Sindhi prose-writers belonging to the third and fourth decades 
of the century. But it became prominent as a new trend only 
in 1942, the year of the Quit India Movement, when some 
Sindhi poets and prose-writers declared themselves tarakki- 


pasand.”’ 
The literature of other regions not mentioned above was 


also influenced by the ideas of Lenin. Tamil literateurs 
like Subramanya Bharati and Venkataraman in their works 
highlighted socialist and egalitarian ideas of socialism and 
social welfare. Similarly, Kashmiri writers like Dina Nath 
Nadim and Abdul Ahmad Azad depicted the life and culture 
of the oppressed people of Kashmir. 


Lenin in Indian Art 


In every field of creativity—be it literature, fine arts or 
drama, Lenin has had a deep impact. I have dealt in detail 
with Lenin and Indian literature. Here I would like to present 
the other fields of art in which we find Lenin. 

Lenin’s photos were published in the Indian press in the 
early twenties. Sketches based on Photos were made. M. 
Bharatan of Bombay made a cover for the Indo-Soviet Journal 
with Lenin’s portrait in 1948. In the same period another 
young boy Bakre made a wood plaque of Lenin’s profile. It 
was displayed at an art gallery in Bombay. Later, the artist 
‘was inspired to make small size replicas of the plaque which 
were bought by the members of the Friends of the Soviet 
Union. 

Lenin attracted many artists in their own fields to portary 
Lenin during the Lenin centenary year. A number of them made 
sketches, paintings, sculptures, batik paintings of Lenin; he was 
depicted in wood, in straw, in embroideries, etc. Dramas and 
operas were written around him. 

M.F. Hussain, India’s top artist, did a pastel drawing of 
Lenin, which he called “A Study”. K.K. Hebbar, another 
famous artist, painted a portrait of Lenin. P. Momy, a folk- 
artist of Kerala, portrayed Lenin in straw on black silk, 
Ramesh Bisht of Delhi sculptured a bust of Lenin, while 
Ujagar Singh of Dhariwal, Punjab, made a wood-carving of 
Lenin’s profile. 

Other artists have also been inspired by Lenin. One of 
them is A.K. Dhar, born in 1954 in Calcutta. His aim is to 
use the portraits of Lenin to evoke in the people something 
noble and purifying, to make them aware of their immense 
potentialities. A.K. Dhar has organised one-man Lenin 
exhibitions at several places in India. 

Brij Kuldeepak, an artist and sociologist, who has done 
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several portraits of Lenin depicting different moods of his life, 
said about this great man: ‘The presence of Lenin in thought 
not only makes one feel honest, upright and sincere but also 
inspires one to strive for the betterment ofall”. 

Mantu Chakrabarti, a young artist who is an expert in 
engraving miniatures on grains, engraved portraits of Lenin 
and Rabindranath Tagore on a single grain and presented it 
to the Central Lenin Museum in Moscow. It can be seen 
only through a powerful magnifying glass. Another grain 
has anextract of 2,750 letters from Lenin’s work “Left-wing 
Communism—An Infantile Disorder”. 

People say it is very difficult to act Lenin on the stage. 
The Soviet actor who has acted as Lenin had to put in long 
and arduous work to do justice to the role. In India during 
the Lenin Centenary Year plays round Lenin were staged at 
several places. 

One such play, October Revolution and Lenin, was staged 
by the Indian Theatre Association, Calcutta, in 1969. Sudhir 
Dey, who portrayed Lenin, said in an interview that he was 
overwhelmed when he was given this role. After seeing the 
play the critics said that Sudhir Dey not only looked like 
Lenin, he walked, talked and waved his hand very much like 
the great Soviet leader. 

Another play, Lenin, was staged by the popular Tarun 
Opera of Calcutta in the traditional folk-art form of Bengal 
Jatra. Shanti Gopal who played the role of Lenin said, ‘“‘Lenin’s 
great personality moved me asI had gone through Ten Days 
that Shook the World. 1 studied Lenin from films, photos and 
literature to do justice to the role.”” The play was staged more 
than 150 times. 

It is not possible to cover all that has been done and 
continues to be done in the field of art to portary Lenin. 


Lenin has found an abiding place in the minds and works of 
artists. 


Lenin’s Interest in India and in 
Indian Books 


Lenin followed with profound interest the mounting 
struggle inIndia for freedom. He met as many Indians as 
possible, discussed with them the problems of their counrty. 
India’s political situation and the role of the national leader- 
ship was discussed in detail at the Second Congress of the 
Communist International in 1920. Lenin differed with M.N. 
Roy’s thesis on the colonial question but gave him full opportu- 
nity to put his point of view before the Congress. 

Lenin generally asked Indians to “go back to India and 
preach class-struggle” or ‘to gather statistical facts about 
Peasant Leagues if they exist in India’. Lenin encouraged 
those who were then in Europe to write on the Indian situation 
and wanted his own people to read more and more about 
India and understand its problems. Inspite of the serious 
differences with M.N. Roy, Lenin got his book India in Transi- 
tion translated into Russian and published. In 1921, Abani 
Mukherjee wrote an article on the “Malabar Revolt” and 
sent it to Lenin. Lenin passed it on to Pravda, saying that 
it was “not bad” and ‘more space should be given to Indian 
comrades to encourage them and to collect more information a 
on India”. 

Maulyi Abdul Rab Peshawari met Lenin on February 14, 
1921, and was with him for half an hour. Lenin, it is under- 
stood, asked Abdul Rab to prepare a list of books on India so 
that he could know more about the country. Abdul Rab 
prepared a list of 38 books and sent it to Lenin on February 
16. On the 17th itself, Lenin gave the list to L.B. Krasin who 
was Head of the Soviet Trade Mission in London to procure 
the books. Out of this list Lenin got some books from London 
and the rest were ordered from India. In November 1921, 
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Lenin marked a list of books received from abroad and asked 
his Secretary to get them. 

In January 1922, Lenin started writing ‘“‘Notes of a 
Publicist’ which could not be completed, but in the synopsis 
of this article Lenin said: ‘Two fronts and the middle, Hindu 
Tolstoyan’”. According to the experts’ view Lenin meant 
Gandhi. 


Books on India in Lenin’s Personal Library 


I got an opportunity to visit the Soviet Union as a 
member of an ISCUS Journalists’ Delegation and visited the 
modest flat in the Kremlin where Lenin lived after the Revolu- 
tion. It was just after we had seen Lenin’s calm face in the 
Mausoleum, where his embalmed body lies, that we were 
taken to see the place in the Kremlin where Lenin lived and 
worked from March 1918 to December 1922 and from where 
he guided the destiny of the new revolutionary state. 

What struck me most, as soon as I entered Lenin’s study 
were the books which filled every inch of available space along 
the walls. Apart from the walls, stacked high with books in 
shelves, there are four revolving book-stands in the room. 
These books attracted me more than the other personal 
belongings of Lenin’s in the study and I asked the guide what 
books on India were there in the personal library of the great 
leader. I was surprised to see right behind Lenin’s seat at his 
table Lala Lajpat Rai’s England’s Debt to India, A.C. 
Majumdar’s Indian National Evolution and Reports and Resolu- 
tions and Presidential Addresses of the Indian National Congress. 
These are the books to which other Indian visitors have also 
referred in their accounts of their visit to Lenin’s study. I was 
sure there must be more books on India in the study and so I 
asked for a complete catalogue of all the books in his library. 
I was given a big printed volume of almost 800 pages. The 
catalogue lists and describes more than 8,400 titles in Lenin’s 
personal library in his Kremlin flat. These include 28 titles on 
India—books on politics, literature and religion. (A number 
of these books are in the study, where Lenin worked.) I give 
below the list along with serial numbers as given in the 
catalogue of Lenln’s personal library. 
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No. 1281. Tagore, R. PERSONALITY. Translated from 
English by I.Y. Kolubovsky. Moscow, State Publishing House 
1922, Pp. 180. 

No. 1282. Tagore, R. NATIONALISM. Translated from 
English by I.Y. Kolubovsky and M.I. Tubyansky. Petersburg 
1922, Pp. 96. 

No. 1283. Tagore, R. NATIONALISM. Translated from 
English by A. Shklyaver. Edited by M.N. Schwartz. Berlin, 
S. Efron Publishers. Pp. 126. (In Lenin’s study). 

No. 3196. Roy, M.N. NEW INDIA, an essay on the 
economics and politics of the development of the country. 
Translated from English by P. Okhrimenko. Edited and with 
notes by L. Sunitsa. Moscow-Petrograd, State Publishing 
House 1923. Pp. 200. 

No. 5978. Shebuyev, N. EX ORIENTE LUX! (Light 
from the East!) Rabindranath Tagore. Sykun-Tu. Selman 
Saveji. Moscow, ‘Vostok” (Orient) Publishing House 1923, 
Pp. 48. 

No. 6448. Tagore, R. THE HOME AND THE WORLD. 
Novel. Translated from English by Z. Zhuravskaya. Berlin 
S. Efron Publishers Pp. 358. (In Lenin’s study). 

No. 6449. Tagore, R. PLAYS AND VERSE IN PROSE, 
Translated by V.V. Gippius and others. Editors: S. Volsky 
and K. Chukovsky. Moscow-Petersburg, State Publishing House, 
1923, Pp. 148. (World Literature Series. Selected Works of 
Rabindranath Tagore). 

No. 7471. Alokananda Mahabharati. THE MASTER'S 
WORLD UNION SCHEME, being a Scheme on World 
Federation on the basis of Fatherhood of God and Brother- 
hood of Man, Presented to the World by the Master, Thakur 
Dayananda Sanyasi and the Friend of the World—With 
an exposition, by a Servant of His, Alokananda Mahabharati, 
Calcutta, Arunachal Mission, 1921. 213. Pp. 43. 

No. 7478. Anderson, G. BRITISH ADMINISTRATION 
IN INDIA. Revised and enlarged. London, Macmillan & Co, 
1920, Pp. 189. 

No, 7515-16. Banerjea, S. SPEECHES AND WRITINGS 
OF SURENDRANATH BANERJEA, Selected by himself. 

Madras, G.A. Natesan & Co. 430, 48, VIII p. (In Lenin’s 
Study). 
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No. 7669. DEMAND OF INDIA FOR SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT. The Central Committee of the Indian Muslim 
Patriots League (Foreign). Stockholm 1917. Pp. 24. (On the 
first page of the book is the inscription “To Comrade Lenin’’). 
(In Lenin’s Study). 

No. 7860. THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS. 
Containing an account of its origin and growth, full texts of all 
the presidential addresses, reprint of all the Congress resolu- 
tions, extracts from all the welcome addresses, notable utter- 
ances on the movement, portraits of all the Congress 
presidents. Second edition. Madras, G.A. Natesan & Co. 1917 
1293, 184, XXVII p. (In Lenin’s Study). 

No. 7861. THE INDIAN TEMPERANCE NEWS AND 
WHITE RIBBON. Edited by W.L. Ferguson. Madras. 1923. 
Vol. 17, No. 8. 

No. 8033. Mahendra Pratap. DAS BUCH DER 
RELIGION DER LIEBE. Das Wort der Liebe. Hrsg. : 
Mahendra Pratap. Leipzig, Theosophisches Verlagshaus, s. a. 
91S. (In German. English translation of title: The Book of 
the Religion of Love.) 

No. 8034. Mahendra Pratap. DEUTSCHLANDS 
ZUKUNFT UNTER DEN GROSSEN NATIONEN. 
Politische, soziale und humanitaere Betrachtungen ueber die 
gegenwaertige Lage Deutschlands. Ein Appell an die gesunde 
Vernunft. Was aus dem jetztigen Kampf hervorgehen kann. 
Berlin, 1919. 13S. (In German. English translation of title : 
The Future of Germany Among the Great Nations.) 

.. No. 8035. Mahendra Pratap. JUDEN. Fur jeden Freund 
der Menschheit. (Ubers.), Leipzig, s.a. 32S. (In German. Title 
in English : The Jews.) 

No. 8036. Mahendra Pratap. LIEBE! VIER KURZE 
AUFSAETZE FUER VIELBESCHAEFTIGTE LESER. 1. Die 
Urasche bitteren Streits und Zanks. 2. Gehaessige Vorurteile. 
3. Nationalismus. 4. Die bruderliche Aussprache und die 
werktaetige Liebe. (Ubers.) (Leipzig), s. a. 23 S. (In German. 
Title in English: Love! Four short articles for the busy 
reader.) 

No. 8037. Mahendra Pratap. ZUKUNFT DER WELT. Wie 
Sozialismus und Religion zusammenarbeiten werden. Ubers. 
Leipzig, Komm.-Verl. der Leipziger Buchdr., s.a. 31 S. (In 
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German. English title: The Future of the World. How socia- 
lism and religion shall work together.) (In the book there are 
marks made by Lenin’s wife Nadezhda K. Krupskaya on pages 
19, 21 and 27.) 

No. 8059. Mazumdar, A.C. INDIAN NATIONAL EVO- 
LUTION. A briefsurvey of the origin and progress of the 
Indian National Congress and the growth of Indian Nationa- 
lism. Second edition. Madras, G.A. Natesan & Co. 1915. 411, 
LXXIV, XVI p. (In Lenin’s Study.) 

No. 8089. Naidu S. SPEECHES AND WRITINGS. 
Second edition. Madras, G.A. Natesan & Co., 1919. XXXI, 
271 p., (In Lenin’s Study.) 

No. 8121. Pal B.C. THE NEW ECONOMIC MENACE 
TO INDIA. Madras, Ganesh & Co,, 1920. 250 p. (In Lenin’s 
Study.) 

No. 8187. Rai, L. ENGLAND’S DEBT TO INDIA. A 
historical narrative of Britain’s fiscal policy in India. New 
York, B.W. Huebsch, 1917. XXX, (6), 364 p. (In Lenin’s 
Study). 

No. 8226. Roy, M.N. INDIA IN TRANSITION. With 
collaboration of A. Mukherji. Geneva. Libr. J.B. Target, 1922. 
241 p. Un Lenin’s Study.) 

No. 8227. Roy, M.N. WHAT DO WE WANT ? Geneva, 
libr. J.B. Target. 1922. 43 p. 

No. 8371. THE VANGUARD OF INDIAN INDEPEN- 
DENCE. Berlin (a.0.), 1922. No. 3 (15/V1). 

No. 8425. Wolff, H.W. CO-OPERATION IN NDIA 
London W. Thacker & Co. (1919). 352 p. ‘ 

No. 8431. WORLD PEACE ARUNACHAL MISSic3’, 
Ed. by Brother Achalananda. Calcutta, 1923. Vol. 1, No. 43; 
Vol. 2, Nos. 5, 6 and 7. ‘ 

How Lenin acquired these books is an interesting story. 
The book catalogued as No. 7669—Demand of India for Self- 
Government—was published by the Central Committee of the 
Indian Muslim Patriots League (Foreign) in Stockholm at the 
end of 1917 and was dedicated ‘To Comrade Lenin’ by the 
League’s Chairman, Prof. Abdul Jabbar, and Secretary, Prof. 
Abdul Sattar, his younger brother. The pamphlet exposed the 
despotic methods of British rule in India and demanded that 
India be granted self-government. Lenin received five pamph- 
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lets written by Raja Mahendra Pratap a day before the Raja 
was to meet him in 1919. At the interview the Raja 
presented his Religion of Love to Lenin. Lenin told him he had 
already read it. One can see from the list that there are notes 
on Raja Mahendra Pratap’s ‘‘The Future of the World. How 
Socialism and Religion Shall Work Together’ by Lenin’s wife 
Krupskaya on pages 19, 21 and 27 of the pamphlet. 

The three books by M.N. Roy, listed in the catalogue, 
might have been given to Lenin by Roy himself, who was a 
member of the Comintern in those days. Some of the books 
listed above are the same, a list of which was given by Maulvi 
Abdul Rab and were procured for Lenin from London and 
India. 

A simple book by Alokananda Mahabharati and a few 
issues of journals on religion are also there in Lenin’s library. 
It would be interesting to know how these reached him. 

Tagore was already then well known in Russia. Lenin’s 
interest in Tagore may also have been due to the fact that 
Gorky and Lunacharsky (who was then Education Minister in 
the Soviet Government) were among his close friends and 
regular visitors. Apart from books by Tagore (there are five of 
them in Lenin’s library), there is also a book on Tagore—Light 
from the East ! by N. Shebuyey, published in 1923, 


S 
Ss 


Rafique Ahmed who met Lenin visited the 
Soviet Union again after 50 years 


Raja Mahendra Pratap 
who met Lenin in 1919 


LIST OF BOOKS ABOUT INDIAN MOVEMENT 
Pee ttt 


Smiles of Congress by Surya Narayan Guntur 
Amritsar and our Duty to India by 8.G.Horniman 
Life and Speeches of Gandhi 

Life and Speeches of B.G.Tilak 

Life and Services of Mohamed Ali 

Speeches of Sarajini Naidu 

Indian National Congress by &xSxiRamagex A.3.Ranj)ao 
Indian Home Rule by Gandhi 

India for the Indians by C.R.Das 

Non-Cooperation by Gandni 

Rights of Citizen by Satyamurti 

Agony of the Punjab by Lajpat Ral 

Political Puture of India by Lajpat Rai 

Young India * ra 

England's Debt to India ¥ 2 

Ethics of Pasaive Resistence 

Indian Constitution by P.Mukherji 

Present Crisis in Hindu Societ. 

Indian Nation Builders (3 voled 

Economic Menace to Indla 

Responsible Government by B.C.Pal 

The World Situation by < uA 
Nationslity and Expire = 
Non-Cooperation * 
Ideal of Human Unity by Arabinda Ghose 

(Other Political "orks of " 4) 

Presidential Addresses of The Indian National Congress. 

Speeches of Surendra Nath Banerji. 

Evolution Of Indian Nationalism by Ambika Charan Mazumdar, 

Life am of Ranade by B.G.Tilak. 

Madras Speeches of 3.C,Pal. 

Trade-Unioniam in India by 8.P.Wadia. 

History of the Indian National Congress 

Report of the Sedetion Comatttee (Rowlatt Report) 

Hunter Report (on the Punjab Disturbances) ° 

Report of the Congress Committee on the Punjab Atrocities of 1919. 
Cuit of Nationalism by Tagore, 


Very few of fhese booke will be available in England. It 
ia necessary to order them from Kar, Mazuadar & Co. 
P.Q,Box €0. Cornwallis Buildings, Calcutta. 
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List of books submitted by Abdul Rauf (Rab) to Lenin. Seen at the bottom of the 
list is Lenin's original inscription : Received from Abdur Rauf on 
February 16, 1921—Lenin 
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Sandalwood stick presented by Prof. Abdul Jabbar and Prof. Abdul Sattar to Lenin 
on November 23, 1918 displayed at the Central Lenin Museum, Moscow 


The author of this book in Lenin’s study in Kremlin 


| Weuaye MT 


m fac afaa 


nz @ afaa fara faaaar evaarat, 
aipranaat fears AT RTARTA | 


miah 


THINZT AaR TT 


Bolshevik Jadugar (Bolshevik Magician) in Hindi 
by Ramashankar Awasthi published in 1920 
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| A commemorative stamp issued by the Government of India 
on the occasion of Lenin's birth centenary 
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‘A Study’: a pastel drawing | 


by M.F. Hussain 


Book and photo exhibitions devoted to Lenin are a common feature In India 


PART Ill 
INDIA’S TRIBUTES TO LENIN 


During his Lifetime 


The stupendous achievements of Lenin, the triumph of his 
ideas; the matchless heroism of the people during the Civil 
War and foreign intervention and during the Great Patriotic 
War, the giant strides forward taken by the Soviet State in 
every sphere, its tremendous anti-imperialist role, all evoked 
the acclaim of prominent figures and statesmen the world over. 
In the following pages we give only some of the acclamations 
by Indian leaders, press and organisations : 


Ghadar Party 


Within five days of the October Revolution a leader of 
the Ghadar Party, Ram Chandra, wrote a letter to US 
President Wilson for help in India’s struggle for liberation. 
Its organ Ghadar Di Gunj called upon Indian workers to 
“lock who rules in Russia today’, and asked them, “have 
yeu digested the lessons of the social system in Russia?’? 
Drawing on the experience of the Great October Revolution, 
the Ghadarites urged the people to unite and overthrow not 
only the colonialists but also their own exploiters. The paper 
wrote: “All the feudal lords and bureaucrats shall be over- 
thrown. Workers shall run the entire state. Follow Lenin and 
defeat your enemies.”’ 


Subramanya Bharati 
Under the leadership of Lenin the republic has decreed 


that all cultivable land and resources of the land have been 
socialised. The wind of socialism is blowing over Asia too. 
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“Bombay Chronicle’ 


Lenin’s victory was the end of the rule of the bourgeoisie 
and the final triumph of the common people. 


(January 11, 1918) 
Lokmanya Balgangadhar Tilak 


_ We are publishing the main facts of Lenin’s life since 
mischievous propaganda is being carried on that the popular 
Russian leader is the son of a German Jew and has been 
bribed by the German government. Lenin is being accused of 
being loyal to the Allied powers. 

Lenin is an advocate of peace... He disagreed with 
Kerensky precisely because the latter wanted to run the 
Russian government on the basis of a compromise with the 
upper classes. Lenin is not prepared to have any such 
relations with them. It is his opinion that these upper classes 
in the warring nations are thoroughly selfish and vicious, that 
they are opposed to the interests of the common people in all 
countries, that it was they who started the war, and that it is 
the working people who are honest and peace-loving. 

It was because of this difference that Kerensky had 
ordered Lenin’s arrest. Ultimately, the workers’ party led by 
Lenin achieved power by overthrowing the Kerensky 
government. 

Lenin’s influence in the army and among the common 
people has increased as a result of the distribution of the 
land of the nobility to the peasantry by Lenin. 

Such are the main facts about Lenin... 

(In an Editorial in Kesari, 
January 29, 1918) 


Maulyi Barkatullah 


Following the dark long nights of Tsarist autocracy, the 
dawn of human freedom has appeared on the Russian horizon, 
with Lenin as the shining sun giving light and splendour on 
this day of human happiness. That noble scheme, first 
visualised by the divine Plato over 2,000 years ago, and handed 


During his Lifetime 69 


down by way of trust from generation to generation in his 
Republic, has today been translated from theory into action 
and introduced in the field of reality by N. Lenin, gaining 
great currency and favour. 

The administration of the extensive territories of Russia 
and Turkistan has been placed in the hands of labourers, 
cultivators and soldiers. Distinctions of race, religion and 
class have disappeared. 

Equal rights to life and freedom are given to all classes of 
the nation. But the enemy of this pure unique republic is 
British imperialism which hopes to keep Asiatic nations in a 
state of eternal thraldom. It has moved troops into Turkistan 
with a view to felling the young tree of perfect human liberty 
just as it is to take root and strength. Time has come for the 
Muhammedans of the world and Asiatic nations to under- 
stand the noble principles of Russian socialism and to embrace 
it seriously and enthusiastically. They should fathom and 
realise the cardinal virtues taught by this new system, and in 
defence of the true freedom they should join Bolshevik troops 
in repelling attacks of usurpers and despots, the British. Oh, 
Muhammedans ! Listen to this divine cry, respond to this call 
of liberty, equality and brotherhood, which brother Lenin and 
the Soviet government of Russia are making. 

(1919) 


Amulya Adhikari 


The Bolsheviks are opposed to imperialism. That is why 
the British, the French and other imperialists are trying to 
destroy the new-born state... The Bolsheviks, led by Lenin, 
have emerged victorious. The imperialists are on the run. 

The victorious Bolsheviks are spreading throughout the 
world the message of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. 
Oppressed humanity today looks with the hope of salvation, 
towards Lenin and the Bolsheviks. 

(In an article, “‘Lenin’’, 
in Atmashakti, 
April 18, 1923) 


During our Struggle for 
Independence and After 


Mahatma Gandhi 


... It is my firm conviction that nothing enduring can be 
built on violence. But be that as it may, there is no question- 
ing the fact that the Bolshevik ideal has behind it the purest 
sacrifice of countless men and women, who have given up 
their all for its sake; an ideal, that is sanctified by sacrifices 
of such master spirits as Lenin, cannot go in vain. 

(Young India, November 15, 1928) 


Jawaharlal Nehru 


Twenty years ago the name of Lenin suddenly confronted 
the world. Some people wondered : What is this new thing 
that has happened in Russia—who is this man who has thus 
dared? Most people thought that in a few years he would be 
suppressed and his work would also disappear. But he was ; 
not suppressed and his work went on progressing. During 
these twenty years there have been many changes in the world 
and many more are taking place before our eyes. But who is 
there today who does not know Lenin and does not bow his 
head when his name is uttered? Even his enemies have had 
to acknowledge his greatness. And for the crores of poor 
people of the world he has become a star that lights their way 
for them. He has found a place in the hearts of crores of 
people and has put a new life into faded hearts. Lenin was 
born in Russia but he belongs to the whole world and we too 
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seek our path in his light. Itis but proper that we should 
remember this great man and draw courage from his memory. 
(Translation of Hindi message on 

Lenin Day, 1938) 


* * * 


Lenin has become a mighty tradition, not only in his 
native Russia, but in the world at large. As time passes he 
grows greater; he has become one of the chosen company of 
the world’s immortals. Petrograd has become Leningrad and 
almost every house in Russia has a Lenin corner or a Lenin 
picture. But he lives, not in monuments or pictures, but in 
the mighty works he did, and in the hearts of hundreds of 
millions of workers today who find inspiration in his example, 
and the hope of a better day. 

(Glimpses of the World History) 


* * * 


There are four great conquerors, whose names have be- 
come legendary, who are still remembered in Central Asia; 
Iskandar (Alexandar), the Sultan Mahmud, Chenghiz Khan, 
and Timour (Tamerlane). A fifth should now be added to 
these four, the name of a man of a different type, not a mili- 
tary person, but a conqueror in another field, a man whose 
name is enveloped with legend—the name of Lenin. 

(The Discovery of India) 


* * * 


While the rest of the world was in the grip of the depres- 
sion and going backward in some ways, in the Soviet country 
a great new world was being built up before our eyes. Russia, 
following the great Lenin, looked into the future and thought 
only of what was to be, while other countries lay numbed 
under the dead hand of the past and spent their energy in 
preserving the useless relics of bygone age. 

(Autobiography) 


* * = 


Nearly simultaneously with the October Revolution guided 
by the great Lenin, we in India, entered a new stage in our 
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struggle for freedom. Our people had been in the course of 
many years engrossed in this struggle and endured the grim 
Oppression with courage and patience. 

Although under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi we 
waged our struggle along a different path, we admired Lenin 
and we were influenced by his example. 

(In a Public Speech in Moscow) 


Subhash Chandra Bose 


When the October Revolution broke out in Russia in 1917, 
nobody had a clear conception as to how the revolution 
should be directed. Most of the Bolsheviks were then think- 
ing in terms of a coalition with other parties. It was left to 
Lenin to denounce all coalitions and give out the slogan— 
“All power to Soviets”. Who knows what turn Russian 
history would have taken but for this timely lead of Lenin’s 
during a period of doubt and vacillations. 

(In his Presidential Address to the AICC Session at 


Ramgarh) 
C.F. Andrews 


The one remarkable likeness between them (Mahatma 
Gandhi and Lenin) lies in their volcanic energy of personality 
surging up from the very depths of their nature with ever new 
creative urge. They have both been able to fashion millions 
of human lives according to their will. 


S. Radhakrishnan 


We are recasting our society ona socialistic pattern in 
ways which are consistent with our history and agreeable to 
our tradition. Lenin’s observation is to the point: 

“All nations will reach socialism, this is inevitable. But all 
nations will not reach socialism in the same way.”? We have 
faith in our people; so confidence in the future. Though our 
ways are different, our goal is the same .. . 

(In a Speech in Parliament) 
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Mahakavi Vallathol 


Not only by its social and economic successes and brilliant 
military victories, but by its epoch-making cultural achieve- 
ments as well, the Soviet Union has amazed the world. The 
art and culture of the peoples of the Soviet Union, undying and 
imperishable in the midst of the most merciless war in human 
history, has been an inspiration to the enslaved peoples of the 
East. The peoples of the Soviet Union, walking in the wake 
of Lenin, have shown how to take pride in one’s own national 
culture, how to preserve it and enrich it along modern lines, 
as well as how to defend it with immortal heroism against the 
vandalism of the barbarous hordes, who are sworn enemies of 
civilisation. 

(1943) 
Indira Gandhi 


From the time of the Great October Revolution, the world 
began to hear a new voice—that of Lenin—and began to stir 
to new ideas. Our own independence struggle in Iadia deve- 
loped along somewhat different lines. Nevertheless, we were 
influenced and deeply moved by thc heroic efforts of the new 
Soviet government to establish itself and build a new social 
order on the ruins of the Tsarist tyranny and war. 

(From Speech at the Soviet-Indian Friendship 
Rally, Moscow, July 14, 1966) 


* * * 


Of very few persons can it truly be said that they changed 
the course of human history. Lenin is one of them. He 
founded the Soviet state and changed the face of Russia, and 
at the same time made a powerful impact on the minds of 
people throughout the world. 

What does the name of Lenin evoke? Singleminded devo- 
tion to a chosen cause. Phenomenal energy and articulation 
in realising the objective. Long years of exile and a short 
heroic tenure of power. Conceptual and tactical brilliance. 
An unusual combination of passion and detachment, zeal and 
humour. 
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Lenin led the Bolshevik Revolution at a time when we and 
other Asian countries entered the active phase of our struggle 
for freedom from colonial rule. Every nation has to chart its 
course according to its own genius distinctive compulsions. 
Our path in India was conditioned by our history and by the 
outlook and personality of Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal 
Nehru. In our fight against poverty and inequality, we have 
watched with close interest the great experiment launched by 
Lenin in social and economic reconstruction. 

Every nation should endeavour to profit from the experien- 
ce of others, and in turn make its contribution to man’s cumu- 
lative understanding and wisdom. : 

There are lessons to learn from Lenin’s life, and the most 
important of them is the importance of dedicating oneself to 
a cause larger than one’s life. 

(1970) 


Lenin’s immortality rests on his creativeness. He created 
the Soviet Union, and gave shape and form to the ideas of 
Karl Marx. In so doing he left a distinctive impress of his 
own on the Russian soil and the minds of the Soviet people. 

Just when Lenin lit the spark of the Russian Revolution 
Mahatma Gandhi appeared on our horizon. And like Lenin, 
he also, through his own distinctive genius, gave new shape 
and form to the yearnings of the Indian people for freedom. 

In our fight against imperial rule we felt a special kinship 
with revolutionaries - everywhere. In working out our destiny 
in our own way we shall draw inspiration from all the great 
figures of the world who gave their all to their people, as 
Lenin did. 


(1970) 
All India Trade Union Congress 


The new working class upsurges received an immense 
inspiration from.the achievements of the Soviet Union, its 
first and second Five-Year Plans and the new Soviet Consti- 
tution of 1936. There was not a meeting or demonstration 
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in which Lenin, the Russian Revolution, the Soviet Union, 
etc., were not mentioned or did not receive an ovation. It has 
to be noted that apart from communist and radical nationalists 
even the reformist trade-union leaders of that period gave 
constant tributes to the Soviet Union and popularised the 
international character of the Indian working class movement. 


All India Kisan Sabha 


It is extremely significant that from the beginning the 
All India Kisan Sabha adopted the Red Flag and participated 
in May Day demonstrations. Numberless common rallies and 
demonstrations of peasants and workers were also organised 
in most provinces. 

It was the Kisan Sabha movement which carried the 
message of the Russian Revolution and Lenin to the remo- 
test villages of our country. Almost as in workers’ meetings, 
the Soviet Union was held up as a model of workers’ and 
peasants’ rule. The songs of Lenin composed and sung by 
peasant boys were, to be truthful, often more simple and 


moving than similar songs composed by the workers in the 
cities. 


After his Death 


Lenin died several times for the bourgeoisie of the world, 
But for the people of the world, the toilers, the OpPressed, 
the workers and the peasants Lenin died only once—January 
21, 1924. The whole world was stunned by the news, The 
Indian Press, cautious about its authenticity, waited for its 
confirmation and then reacted sharply and boldly inspite of 
all possible repercussions from the governmental side, Given 
below are some of the tributes : 


“The Bengali” 


The death of Lenin has removed from this world one of 
the most striking and masterful personalities of modern time— 
a man who had a large hand in shaping a new heaven 


. and a 
new earth in our days. 


Ganuary 26, 1924) 


“Forward” 


Lenin stands before humanity a puzzle, a nightmare, and 
a scare. Prejudice and passion twist our study. Avrelentioes 
blockade screened him from outside view, Propaganda pictured 
him as eminently detestable. But half of Europe could not be 
deleted from his map. One hundred and eighty millions of the 
Russian people bore testimony to him, and held him on to 
History... He lives in the unrest in the workers? breast, and 
will shine in their triumph, 


(January 26, 1924) 
“Socialist Weekly” 


The world of the downtrodden and oppressed wanted him 
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to live, to live for a hundred years, if that could be done. The 
world of the oppressors wanted him to die, the next minute 
that he was a Lenin... He left writing a book on revolution 
to work out a revolution. And he did it successfully. 

(Editorial by S.A. Dange, January 30, 1924) 


“Ananda Bazar Patrika”’ 


The noble-minded, the friend of humanity is dead. He was 
one of those great-minded men who tried to find out the means 
of deliverance of the humanity and entered the field of action, 
even at the risk of their lives.... We are a conquered people 
of the orient. Even our eyes are filled with tears at the news 
of his death. Though there isa great difference between our 
ideals, we feel proud in showing our respect to the sacred 
memory of this idealist, whose heart always acted for others. 


(January 30, 1924) 
“The Soltan”’ 


There are expressions of sympathy all the world over for 
the premature death of Lenin, who was a great enemy of 
monarchs, the aristocracy and capitalists, and a great states- 
man and sincere well-wisher of humanity... the world rarely 
Sees a man of marvellous achievements like him. 


(February 1, 1924) 


“Bangabasi”’ 


There may exist differences of opinion regarding creed of 


Bolshevism, but there is no denying the fact that Lenin was a 
very great man. 


(February 2, 1924) 


“Sachitra Sisir” 


Lenin has Passed away, but the spirit of equality which 
this Bolshevik leader has infused in the hearts of the general 
public is today evident all over the world. In fact, none can 
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say for certain that in future every country will not have to 


accept Bolshevism. 
(February 2, 1924) 


“Jyoti” 


Lenin was not a crooked politician. He was never in the 
habit of using words conveying two meanings. The chief aim 
of his life was to see the well-being of humanity. 

(February 7, 1924) 


“The Modern Review” 


Most of the information regarding Lenln which has 
reached India is from hostile sources. These have left the 
public in no doubt that Lenin was ruthless. But fairness 
compels us to say that some other political epoch-makers 
too, have been ruthless. The difference between them 
and Lenin goes in favour of the latter. For he did not seek 
to aggrandise himself by founding a dynasty or to live in 
imperial splendour and luxury. He lived like any other 
citizen of the Soviet Russia. 

(March 1924) 


“Madhuri” 


He (Lenin) was arch enemy of the tyrannical moneyeq 
people and power-intoxicated officials, but he was the object 
of worship of the poor people, the workers and peasants... 
There is no doubt that with the demise of Lenin, Russia has 
suffered a grievous loss, but Lenin had established the Soviet 
government on sucha solid footing that its foundations can 


never shake; 
(1924) 


“Pratap” 


Perhaps there never was another personality who was so 
much criticised, hated and feared. At the same time, perhaps 
there never was another great man, in whose. hands his 


2 
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countrymen surrendered their all with full confidence. Lenin 
was revolution personified; 
(June 15, 1925) 


Singarayelu Chettiar 


By his death the world has grown sadder. Here was a 
man who cared nothing else in the world except the well- 
being of suffering humanity. Such a man was snatched away 
by the cruel hands of death at a time when the great workers’ 
state in Russia needed his advice and guidance. The com- 
munist world has lost in him a real benefactor of mankind 
whose counsels would have immensely benefited them in these 
trying times. In the days of the revolution in Russia following 
the great war of 1914, the world of capital misjudged him and 
as the old adage goes, that truth will be out, the thinking world 
is now in a position to judge of this man and his actions. That 
greatest Christian now living in England, George Lansbury, 
has paid this man one of the greatest tributes ever paid to any 
other human being on earth, “that in the course of ages, there 
can be no doubt that the work begun by this man in Russia 
will ultimately benefit mankind and shower happiness and 
contentment upon the human race.” 

(From the Presidential Address to the First Indian 
Communists’ Conference, December 26, 1925) 


Baba Prithvi Singh Azad 


I bowed my head in reverence to the great leader and the 
architect of the first socialist state in world history and felt 
like asking ‘Give me strength to follow in your footsteps as 
eee as I live!’ Perhaps all people feel the same in front of 

enin. 


(1931) 


“Lenin’s Name will Never Die” 


Message by Bhagat Singh 


On January 21, 1930, on the death anniversary of Lenin, 
Bhagat Singh and his comrades appeared in the court wearing 
red scarves. As soon as they had taken their places in the 
dock, they sang Ram Prashad Bismil’s famous poem, Sarfaroshi 
Ki Tamanna Ab Hamare Dil Men Hai; after singing the 
song, they raised the following slogans : ‘Long Live Socialist 
Revolution’, ‘Long Live the Communist International’, 
‘Lenin’s Name Will Never Die’, ‘Long Live the People’, 
‘Down With Imperialism’. 

Bhagat Singh then read the text of the telegram which he 
and his comrades had handed over to the court for sending to 
the Third International. The telegram said : ‘‘On Lenin Day, 
we send hearty greetings to all who are doing something for 
carrying forward the ideas of great Lenin. We wish success to 
the great experiment Russia is carrying out. We join our voice 
to that of the international working-class movement. The 
proletariat will win ! Capitalism will be defeated! Death to 


Imperialism !” 


Give us a Lenin 


Rathindranath Tagore, son of the poet, writing in his 
memoirs, On the Edge of Time, describes a visit to the rural 
backwaters of East Bengal in the twenties: 

1 disembark at a village and meet a group Of elderly people. 
I am eager to question them, to find an answer to the problem 
which is worrying me. Sitting on a primitive cane-chair in the 
low-roofed verandah of a cottage, with my hosts squatting on 
amat in front of me, most of them wearing only a loin-cloth 
and passing the hookah made of coconut-shell to one another, 
limagine myself transported to the Middle Ages, holding a 
panchayat over some knotty social problem concerning the 
village. 

An old man with flowing white beard gets up and says: 
“Babuji, what is the use of all this talk? I don’t think our 
young men will do anything much with all the rubbish 
reforms they glibly expound to us. Give us a Lenin, and 
everything will be changed” 

(Mainstream, New Delhi) ° 


Lenin Statue 


Lenin reached Calcutta and Bengal a long time back but 
his entry was illegal and he had to remain underground. 
Slowly he came out, he came in newspapers, in periodicals, in 
books ; he came in group meetings, in public meetings, in the 
‘streets of Calcutta. He came in the hearts of the masses of 
Bengal. And then he came up in a bigger size, 3.2 metres high, 
and is now standing openly and above ground in the centre of 
ithe city. Lenin smilingly looks towards the street also named 
-after him—Lenin Sarani (Lenin Street). 

The monument to Lenin installed on his birth centenary 
‘was the first to be put up anywhere outside the socialist world. 
‘The statue is the work of sculptor Nikolai Tomsky. 

The people of Bengal have proved to be worthy of having 
Lenin amongst them. 


Lenin Statue installed in Calcutta in 1970 


Lenin Sarani, Calcutta 


Lenin Sarani 


Lenin Sarani, earlier known as Dharamtolla Street, 
happens to be one of the busiest thoroughfares in Calcutta 
over which a heavy traffic flows almost endlessly from early 
morning to till late night. On this street, in a 3-storeyed 
building, No. 46, was housed soon after the sudden attack of 
Nazi Germany on the Soviet Union—the office of the Friends 
of the Soviet Union, and later in another building, No. 77, 
has been the office of the Indo-Soviet Cultural Society, West 
Bengal State Council. Apart from the association of these 
organisations, this street has another claim also to the rare 
privilege of bearing Lenin’s name—over many decades it has 
reverberated, as it still continues to reverberate, with the 
marching feet of countless demonstrations of workers and 
ordinary men and women of Calcutta and Bengal. And, lastly, 
at the corner of where this street flows into the Chowringhee,. 
the centre of Calcutta, stands the magnificient statue of the 
great Lenin. 


Lenin Stamp 


The Government of India issued a commemorative stamp 
on the occasion of the birth centenary of V.I. Lenin on April 
22, 1970. The stamp was issued at a special function organised 
by the Government of India Lenin’s Birth Centenary Celebra- 
tions Committee in Delhi. The folder along with the stamp 
and the first day cover stated : 

‘Lenin had an abiding interest in India and this founda 
wide range of expression—frequent references to India in his 
writings, discussions with Indian revolutionaries, study of 
books and material on India and collection of books by Indian 
authors for his personal library. He condemned the arrest of 
Lokmanya Tilak in 1908 and vigorously protested against the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1919, He hailed the unity of the 
Hindus and Muslims in the struggle against British imperialism 
in the 1920s and personally received many Indian revolution- 
aries. In his utterances on India, Lenin presented a remark- 
ably profound appraisal of the characteristic developments of 
his times... 

“The Posts and Telegraphs Department is indeed proud 
to pay its homage to V.I. Lenin by bringing out a special 


commemorative stamp on the occasion of his first birth 
centenary.” 


Young Lenin Stamp Collector 


Amit Kumar, a boy of 19 is studying in a college in Delhi. 
He is a stamp collector, a member of “We Philatelists,” a 
philatelic club in Delhi. He has been collecting stamps for a 
long time now. He has got about 5,000 stamps in his collec- 
tion out of which about 400 are devoted to Lenin. Asked how 
he got interested in Lenin stamps, he said : 

“There is Lenin all around me in my small house, Lenin’s 
small bust, Lenin’s portrait, Lenin’s books and talks about 
Lenin many atime. Moreover my sister Achla Rani is studying 
in the ‘City of Lenin’, Leningrad, the cradle of the Revolution. 
It was but natural that I got interested in Lenin stamps. 

“I selected them, arranged them and put them on show 
at a regional stamp exhibition. DAKIANA-78, organised: by 
the Post and Telegraph Department of the Government of 
India. I named my exhibit ‘Lenin—An Apostle of Socialism’.” 

Amit Kumar further said that that was his first entry in any 
competition and he was so glad to be interviewed by the press 
even before the announcement of the prize. He understood 
that his entry had attracted the attention of the people and the 
press of Delhi. He got a Silver-Bronze Medal for the first 
time on his exhibit. In his introduction to the exhibit Amit 
Kumar said : 

“*,.. This exhibit depicts Lenin’s life and work, his impact 
on the world and his relevance today. The exhibit shows 
stamps on his birth-place, childhood and family, student days, 
revolutionary life, as an organiser of the party press, founder 
of the Communist Party, his hectic activities in 1917 and his 
life after the Great October Socialist Revolution till his death 
++.Stamps concerning victory of Lenin’s ideas and plans... 
The world socialist forces treat Lenin as an apostle of 
socialism.” 

Amit Kumar said that he was very happy to see that he got 
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an extensive coverage in Indian and Soviet press, radio and TV. 

Since then Amit Kumar has participated in the Youth 
Stamp Show in Delhi in 1978, the International Stamps 
Exhibition, PHILASERDICA, in Sofia in 1979, and in the 
India International Stamp Exhibition-80 in January 1980 in 
Delhi, with the same theme: ‘Lenin—An Apostle of Socia- 
lism”. Every time he has bagged a prize—a Bronze, a Silver 
Bronze and a Silver, respectively. 

Amit Kumar stated he studied in detail the life and activi- 
ties of Lenin while he was arranging his exhibit and giving 
captions to it. Amit Kumar expressed the conviction that 
Lenin was an apostle of socialism, and Leninism the only way 
for achieving socialism in the world. 


Lenin Clinic and Children’s Park 


It is a unique institution with multifarious activities, all 
devoted to children—their health, education and cultural deve- 
lopment. It was started in 1972 with a minimum programme 
of immunisation of children against polio, T.B., diptheria, 
tetanus and typhoid and of health education. A very good 
team of doctors attends to the clinic functioning voluntarily. 
It is free of charge for the children but medicines and donations. 
are collected from the public. 

The first phase of the construction of the building of the 
clinic and other activities was inaugurated by the then Chief 
Minisier of Kerala, Shri Achyuta Menon on April 21, 1976. 
The President of India, Shri Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy, formally 
inaugurated the multifarious activities of the complex on Lenin 
Day, April 22, 1978 at Trivandrun. 


Indians Honoured with Lenin 
Awards 


The International Lenin Prize 
For Promotion of Peace Among Nations 
and 
Order of Lenin 


It is an honour for one to be associated with the name of 
Lenin. The first act of Lenin after the Revolution was to issue 
the ‘Decree on Peace’. Since then peace has become the 
motto of Soviet foreign policy. The Soviet Union instituted the 
International Lenin Prize “For Promotion of Peace Among 
Nations” in 1949. It carries a medal, a citation and 10,000 
roubles in cash. It is awarded to persons who work for peace 
among nations and for better understanding in the world. 

The Order of Lenin is the highest award given by the 
Soviet Union. 

Among those who have received these awards are Indians 
also. Many of them who got the “Lenin Peace Prize’’, as it is 
called in short, are not amongst us now but they always upheld 
the high traditions of Lenin and his ideas. 

The following is a list of winners of these awards, year- 
wise: 


The International Lenin Prize 
“For Promotion of Peace Among Nations” 


1952: Saifuddin Kitchlew, a leader of the Indian national- 
liberation movement, a champion of peace, who was 
then President of the All India Peace Council. 

1953: Saheb Singh Sokhey, Major General, a scientist, a 
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1957: 


1960 : 


1964 ; 


1967: 


1978: 


1974: 


1974: 


1979 : 


prominent public figure and leader of peace and friend- 
ship movement. 

Rameshwari Nehru, a great social worker, an active 
leader of the women’s movement and the Chairman of 
the Afro-Asian Solidarity Association. 

C.V. Raman, a noted physicist ; he was against using 
science for war and destruction. 

Aruna Asaf Ali, a legendary heroine of the freedom 
movement, a fighter for world peace, for the rights of 
woman in the capacity of President of the National 
Federation of Indian Woman. 

Romesh Chandra, a leader of the working class, General 
Secretary of the All India Peace Council, Secretary 
General, World Peace Council, and now President of 
the World Peace Council. 

K.P.S Menon, a diplomat, former Indian Ambassador 
to the USSR, headed many organisations, and is now 
President of the Indo-Soviet Cultural Society. 


Order of Lenin 


Rajeshwara Rao, General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of India. 

S.A. Dange, then Chairman of the Communist Party of 
India, General Secretary of the All India Trade 
Union Congress. 

Romesh Chandra, President of the World Peace Council. 


PART IV 
A BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Lenin : A Bibliographical Review 


According to the latest UNESCO figures, Lenin’s works 
occupy the top place in the world in the number of copies and 
translations published. Printing presses continue to pour out 


his books in an unending flow. Can one imagine today the’ 


year 1900 when Lenin used to compose and print his own 
articles in the underground JSKRA? The British colonialist 
government in India tried very hard to keep the people in the 
dark about the Soviet Union and its leader Lenin, but how 
could the imperialists obscure the sun with their palms ? The 
great poet Subramanya Bharati wrote his poem “New Russia” 
within three weeks of the October Revolution. Lokmanya 
Balgangadhar Tilak wrote articles and editorials in his 
Marathi paper Kesari. Numerous articles appeared in other 
languages of the country also. 

Soon, books on Lenin began to be published. Bolshevik 
Jadugar (Bolshevik Magician) by Rama Shankar Awasthi, 
who was working in the Hindi newspaper, Vartman, was 
published from Calcutta in 1920. It was the first book on 
Lenin in India. At one place, in the book, the author says : 

‘When Lenin spoke with all his gestures, he looked like a 
superman, and one felt like embracing him. Nobody knows 
how many Russians learnt Bolshevism from him. Lenin was a 
terror when he spoke and he appeared on the stage just like a 
lion. He never spoke to please somebody, rather his speeches 
were based on hard facts. But the way he spoke used to greatly 
move his audiences.” A 

Rama Shankar Awasthi was not a Marxist, and hence his 
approach was different, but writing a book on Lenin in those 
days was nothing short of inviting trouble and even imprison- 
ment. 

Almost simultaneously in the South of the country 
Govindaraju Vendata Krishna Rao, a journalist, wrote a book 
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in English entitled Nicolai Lenin: His Life and Works. G.V. 
Krishna Rao wrote about the success of the revolution in 
Russia and its leader Lenin. His main objective, he said, was 
“to present to my Indian brethren the noble life of the great 
Bolshevik leader of Russia’. Fearlessly he wrote : 

«After a long and tedious struggle smashed the autocracy 
of Nicholas Romanoff, the Tsar of All Russia, and declared 
her independence on 7th November, 1917. The day of Russian 
independence and the proclamation of the Socialist Federal 
Soviet Republic are events of first-rate magnitude which widen 
the intellectual horizon and moral purview of the humanity. 
Whatever might be the social and economic excess which 
impeded the era of reconstruction, it should be noted that the 
Russian Revolution of 1917 set up a distinct milepost in all 
human progress. The wonderful history of the Russian Soviet 
Republic is but the inspiring story of Nicolai Lenin and his 
noble band of workers who proved well of what fine stuff they 
are made of. No one can deny that the path of the infant Soviet 
Republic is beset with peril and there may be much more 
agony and ‘bloody’ sweat in her onward march towards her 
destined end. However, the liberation of the Slav, it must be 
admitted, has changed the trend of modern universal thought 
and will certainly effect and underlie the coming centuries. 

“From this young and mighty people imbued with noble 
revolutionary idealism will flow new currents of life to other 
parts of the world and strengthen the beliefs and self-conscious- 
ness of the working men and women of all countries to unite 
under acommunist banner, the emblem under which the first 
great victories have already been won. Truly the Russian 
Revolution wrote on the wall of the world that the day of 
despotism was done. 

“Long before the Bolshevik Revolution Lenin drew up the 
policy on the nationalisation of the banks, the food policy as 

well as the military policy in all their details. After the Revolu- 
tion he put them into practice successfully. Clearness, preci- 
sion, concreteness—these are the chief features of his work. 
After the Revolution with the help of his workers he success- 
fully suppressed the plots and rebellions of the counter- 
revolutionaries and faced calmly the blockade engineered by 
Entente imperialism. He was instrumental in the establishment 
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of the Third International. At first many so-called virtuous 
socialists pooh-poohed the idea that Lenin should put forward 
his candidature for the leadership of the Third International, 
but whatever may be the ridicules of these selfish socialists, 
the Third International has become a living fact with Lenin 
as its leader and the International has been giving moral 
support to all those honest proletarians who are working in the 
world in the cause of communism. Lenin established the 
Soviet republic giving independence to all the provinces of the 
former Russian Empire and he is now working as the Premier 
of the Socialist Federal Soviet Republic of Russia. May God 
bless him with long life in order that he might complete the 
work for which he is born. 

««... Lenin’s life and works, aye the utter self-sacrifice of 
his in furtherance of the welfare of the working class of the 
world should inspire all of us. He is one who refuses to 
compromise and who is the deadly foe of opportunism. When 
the time comes for a certain course to be taken he never fears 
nor wayers but calmly pursues it sticking to his guns to the 
last. He dares, ever dares, and dares again. The Tsar’s prisons 
did not prevent the spread of his principles nor will the world 
capitalism prevent the ultimate success. His life’s work is 
nothing but the embodiment of Dante’s famous line. 

‘Hold to your course and let the people talk.’ 

In West India, another journalist, Ramkrishna Gopal 
Bhide, working with Lokmanya Tilak in Kesari, collected 
material for his book from the English newspapers and 
despatches from Europe. Another source of his information 
was Senapati Bapat who was a revolutionary and had visited 
Europe. Bhide, enthused by Tilak, and deeply yearning for 
the independence of his country, dared to write this book, the 
first book on Lenin in Marathi, Nikolai Lenin: Founder of 
Russian Democracy, It was written in 1921 but published in 
1922. Writing about the simple life Lenin was leading, Bhide 
quoted an interview Lenin had given to a Japanese correspon- 
dent which reads in part : 

“About his interview with Lenin the Japanese corres- 
pondent (Re Nakahira) says, ‘I interviewed Lenin in the 
Kremlin. I was astonished to see Lenin’s office extremely 
simple. Lenin is a very simple man. He welcomed me as one 
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would welcome his long-time friend who was away for quite 
some time. In spite of his high position Lenin had no pride. 
He started asking me questions even before I started talking. 
How dominant are the feudal landlords in Japan? Whether 
Japanese peasants own their land completely? Is Japan self- 
sufficient in food or does it import foodstuffs ? His questions 
regarding Japan were pointed ones. Then turning to the 
internal situation in Russia he said that “prior to the Revolu- 
tion workers and peasants had to suffer untold hardships : the 
inevitable and natural result of the tyrannical rule was the 
revolution. The downtrodden people of Russia were illiterate 
but during last one and a half years we have tried successfully 
to eradicate this illiteracy and the reforms that would have 
taken centuries are taking place in Russia... We are quite 
capable of shouldering the responsibility that has devolved on 
us... The Allies do not recognise our state and try to interfere 
in our internal affairs. But that will not weaken but rather 
reinforce our position. We are confident that our economic 
position also will- improve. And when our electrification 
succeeds our industrial might will also be enhanced ?”” 

The North-West of India, the province of Punjab, was not 
behind the rest of India. One Hasan Azeez Bhopali, whose 
identity could not be established, wrote a pamphlet in Urdu 
entitled Rahnumaye Huriat Yani Lenin Aur Ingalabe Rus in 
1922. Nobody knows who Hasan Azeez was but from the 
presentation of the book it is quite clear that he was not a 
Marxist. But it is also clear that he was an anti-imperialist with 
radical views. 

In the dedication of this small 64-page booklet, Hasan 
Azeez wrote : ‘This humble book I dedicate to those noble 
souls who are undergoing worst sufferings in jails because the 
are marching towards freedom with all their hearts.” y 

The author it seems laboured hard to collect the material 
He selected an article by Lenin on the British imperialists whe 
were the oppressors of India. Writing in praise of Lenin and 
the October Revolution was hazardous enough, but denuncia- 
tion of British imperialism was even more risky. Hasan Azeez 
Bhopali wrote in his book: ; 

“Nikolai Lenin is a great person who has brought about 
a great revolution in Russia. He is a friend of the poor and an 
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enemy of the rich. He is a deadly enemy of the capitalists: 
and wants to free the working class from the clutches of these 
high and mighty who are making illegal profit from labour and 
exploiting it to their hearts’ content... 

“Lenin wants that all men and women of the world should 
unite, and real brotherhood, real equality and real freedom be 
established... . 

“Today Lenin isthe Prime Minister of Russia. We pray 
to God to give him a long life so that he may succeed in the 
great mission for which he has come to the world, i.e., the 
Kingdom of God is established all over the world, everyone 
is free, there is equality and brotherhood in their true meaning, 
that peace and prosperity reign in the world.” 

In Bengali a biography of the great leader, Lenin, was 
written by Phanibhooshan Ghosh and was published in Calcutta 
in 1921. In the Preface to the book, the author wrote. 

“Much is known today about Bolshevism but as the 

British government is afraid of the Bolsheviks, they do not 
allow books about them to reach India. This book records 
certain facts about the Bolshevik leader, Lenin.” 
’ Another book on Lenin by a Marxist, S.A. Dange, appeared 
in Bombay. The author compared Lenin with Gandhi and 
named his book as Gandhi Vs. Lenin. Dange’s book throws 
light on the early stage and growth of socialist ideas in India. 
Dange wrote in his book in the chapter “Leaflets versus 
Guns” : 

“Since Bolshevism became master of Russia, governments 
of all countries have been trying to discredit it in the minds 
of their people, by painting it as devilish, atrocious and 
despotic. Every move bearing the least resemblance to commu- 
nist activity is being repressed and the Bolsheviks are cut off 
from communicating with the people of any nation. Why is it 
so? What is the secret reason for this hatred? The reason 
lies in the avowed international policy of the Bolsheviks. In 
the theses presented to the Second Congress of the Third 
International (of July 1920), there is an article by Lenin, called 
‘Preliminary Draft Theses on National and Colonial Questions’. 
A passage in it runs thus : 

“The world political situation has now placed the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat on the order of the day, World 
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political developments are of necessity concentrated on a 
single focus—the struggle of the world bourgeoisie against the 
Soviet Russian Republic, around which are inevitably grouped, 
on the one hand, the Soviet movements of all the advanced 
workers in all countries, and, on the other, all the national 
liberation movements in the colonies and among the oppressed 
nationalities, who are learning from bitter experience that their 
only salvation lies in the Soviet system’s victory over World 
imperialism. 

“Consequently, one cannot at present confine oneself to 

a bare recognition or proclamation of the need for closet UNIon 
between the working people of the various nations; Bucy 
must be pursued that will achieve the closest alliance» With 
Soviet Russia, of all the national and colonial liberation 
movements. The form of this alliance should be Ge Seed 
by the degree of development of the communist mane ae in 
the proletariat of each country, or of the bourgeois-domer™ tic 
liberation movement of the workers and peasants i? Lame 
countries or among backward nationalities. 

“Such avowed aggressive international policy: 
and instigating the labour and peasantry of ever 
dispossess capital, has naturally aroused the h@ 
capitalist states of the world towards Soviet 
accordance with this policy and in Conformity wit 
“to answer the guns of Germany with his 
succeeded in overthrowing much of capitalism i 
helping the socialist labour in that Country. The § 
threatened all the other capitalist states j, BuroP 
and Japan were too far away to seriously think © 
Soviet programme. ° So England, France and 
hastened to avert the danger to their capitalist cl45 
-speedy and best method they thought of was to 124 
‘Russia, on her own soil, and put an 
-ment with all the fruits of the Revolution. H29_eservation 
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England and France hoped to achieve through the dwarf- 
intellects of General Wrangel and General Denikin.” 

Several other books on Lenin and the October Revolution 
appeared in the same period a list of which is given here. Two 
other books, though published a little later, had an immense 
impact on the people of India. These are Soviet Russia by 
Jawaharlal Nehru published in 1929 after Nehrus’ visit to 
Russia in 1927 and Tagore’s Letters from Russia published in 
1933. 

- Articles on Lenin are a regular feature in the Indian press, 
I myself have written several articleson Lenin, the first three 
articles of mine were published in local dailies of Delhi on 
January 21, 22 and 23, 1949 in Amar Bharat, Hindi Milap and 
Navbharat. 
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PART V 
SELECT INDIAN WRITINGS 


Lenin 


Jawaharlal Nehru 


Like every other great upheaval it (Russian Revolution) 
had its causes deep down in history and in the misery of 
generations of human beings. Economic factors, we are told, 
govern the world, and politics is rapidly becoming a handmaid 
of economics. But Russia also repeats the lesson of history 
that men also shape destiny and sometimes the will of one man 
alters the lives of millions. It is instructive therefore to study 
the careers of some of the makers of the revolution, who out of 
anarchy and chaos created a new and strong Russia. Exiles, 
with no knowledge of military affairs, creating great and 
victorious armies; with no experience of diplomacy, treating 
successfully with the well-seasoned diplomats of other countries; 
with no knowledge of business or administration, running an 
enormous state machine which controlled all production and 
distribution. Specially it is worth while to know something of 
the greatest of these—Lenin. 

Many people have paid their tribute of admiration to him, 
but I have unfortunately not come across a satisfactory account 
of his life. A book which will interest Indian readers is Rene 
Fullop Miller’s Lenin and Gandhi (Putnam). It is somewhat 
superficial and does not satisfy, but it contains some good 
pen-pictures of Lenin. ‘A short and interesting sketch cf Lenin 
is also to be found in Emil Ludwig’s Genius and Character 
(Jonathan Cape). 

Four years ago Lenin died. He was just over fifty, of which 
thirty years had been spent in preparation and ceaseless toil 
varied with persecution and flight in Siberia. Victory came to 
him in the end but with it came years of tremendous difficulty 
and danger. He died as the result of a bullet wound but before 
he died he had conquered over these difficulties and dangers 
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and he passed away in the knowledge of his triumph. Today 
he lies embalmed in a simple mausoleum in the beautiful Red 
Square of Moscow under the shadow of the Kremlin. He lies 
asleep as it were and it is difficult to believe that he is dead. 
But in death there is a strange beauty and his brow is peaceful 
and unclouded. On his lips there hovers a smile and there is a 
suggestion of pugnacity, of work done and success achieved. 
He has uniform on and one of his hands is lightly clenched. 

To this resting place of Lenin’s body come people from 
distant parts to do reverence to his memory. Every evening the 
doors are thrown open for some hours and a continuous stream 
of the peasants and workers, for whom he lived and died and 
who loved him, passes by. The people of Russia have done him 
the higher honour of loving him as one of themselves. To each 
of them he was a brother, a comrade, who knew and laboured 
for them and to whom they could always turn when in distress, 

“I know a pair of eyes which have been for ever numbed 
by the burning sorrow of the Terror’, said Gorky of Lenin, 
This sorrow did not Jeave him to the end. . . But sorrow for the 
misery of his fellow men did not make him gloomy or reserved, 
He was “filled to the brim with the sap of life”, and even «ip 
the unhappiest moments of his existence, he was serene and 
always prone to gay laughter’’. 

Lenin’s early years were typical of the man. When he was 
seventeen his elder brother was hanged for an attempt on the 
life of the Tsar. He was profoundly moved but even then he 
saw clearly that nothing could be gained by terroristic 
methods, 

“We cannot succeed in that way ; itis not the right way,” 
he said. But that did not mean his giving up the struggle. He 
set about preparing in his own way. It wasa long way and a 
wearisome way but quietly and persistently he worked at it for 
thirty years of his life. He did not suddenly develop into a 
champion of the workers. He paid little attention to speaking 
in public or writing, but set himself down to investigate and 
understand thoroughly the masses. In after years he had little 
patience with orators and fine speakers he was always afraid of 
too many words preventing action. For him action was the only 
thing that counted. ‘‘Revolutions,” according to him, “must 
not remain on paper, they must be carried out in action; and the 
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proper execution of even the most unimportant measure was 
more important for the existence of Soviet Russia than ten 
Soviet resolutions.” Thus, as Maxim Gorky hassaid: ‘His 
heroism lacked almost all external glitter. It Was the modest 
ascetic zeal, not seldom seen in Russia, of a revolutionary who 
believed in the possibility of justice on earth, the heroism of a 
man who, for the sake of his heavy task, renounced all worldly 
joys.”’ - 

A classic instance is often given of his utter calmness in 
emergency and his attention to trivial detail even when the life 
of the state was threatened. During the critical days of 1921 
when Moscow itself was threatened by the enemy and most 
people thought that the Soviet power was going to collapse, 
Lenin thought of the introduction of electric light in the 
villages and issued an ordinance for the immediate supply of 
electric light to certain areas. 

Lenin would never let himself be carried away by enthusi- 
ams and would not give in to the best of his friends even at the 
risk of a break. He had no use for sympathisers who did not 
actively join the fray. Only full-blooded adherents were to his 
liking, experts in revolution who devoted themselves wholly to 
the cause. Revolution was to be prepared for cautiously and 
quietly by educating “revolutionary experts, men who were 
revolutionaries by profession and not mere enthusiasts, idealists 
or dilettanti’”’. He realised, what we in India are dimly beginn- 
ing to appreciate, that it is a difficult, if not an impossible task, 
for amateurs, with little time to spare from their daily routine 
and no social training, to fight whole-timers who are experts 
at their business of defending the existing regime. ‘‘Let your 
comrades”, he wrote, “permit the use of the rigorous term 
‘technical expert’ for when I speak of inadequate preparations 
the accusation applies also to myself. I have worked with men 
who set themselves to very high and difficult responsibilities, 
yet we suffered painfully from the feeling that we were but 
amateurs. The more ashamed I am to confess this, the more 
bitter I feel towards those sham socialists who fail to realise 
that we dare not lower the revolutionary to the level of the 
amateur.” With how much greater truth does this apply to all 
of us in India who dabble in politics, 

Lenin was no believer in a patched up unity of which we 
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hear so much in our country. He deliberately broke up his 
party as early as 1903 by his insistence on action, and was 
accused by his own colleague, Trotsky, of being the ‘destroyer 
‘of the party.” “He insisted that the rules of the party should 
lay down that each member must actively participate in the 
work and not merely give monetary help. The majority of the 
party wanted to give sympathy and financial aid only, but Lenin 
would have neither unless action followed. Andsothe men of 
action separated from the men of sympathy and money. When 
later he was approached with proposals for unity he said with 
asmile; ‘I recognise only one form of conciliation with politi- 
cal opponents, ecraser—smash them”, words spoken without 
the least emotion or excitement. 

Gradually his colleagues left him but he had no fear and 
did not budge an inch. “I shall perhaps be alone’’, he said, 
«but I shall never be turned aside from my opinions; I shal] 

never cease to champion them and follow the straight line.”” 

And yet he was a realist and ever willing to change his 
policy if the situation demanded it. Lunacharsky, a friend of 
his and the present Commissar of Education in Russia, has 
called him “a genius at opportunism.” “It is childish,” Lenin 
wrote, ‘“‘to reject compromise on principle... One must simply 
know how to analyse the circumstances and the concrete condi- 
tions of each issue.”” And again when accused of departing 
from some maxim of socialism he said: “You ate worse than 
hens. A hen has not the courage to cross a chalk line, but your 
circle was drawn by somebody else. But you have drawn your 
own circle and are now gazing at the chalk line instead of 
seeing reality :” Perhaps we may find many of these chalk lines 
of our own making in India also, which keep us from looking at 
reality. 

One of the greatest shocks that he gave to his followers 
was after the failure of the 1905 revolution. Not daunted by 
this, the advocate of an armed rising suddenly recommended 4 
participation in the moderate and semi-official Duma, and 
asked his adherents to study the detailed reports of its sessions, 
This was with no desire to give up his principles or to adopt 
the evolutionary method. But he felt that the only platform 
open tohim then for carrying onrevolutionary propaganda 
was through the Duma. He was decried as a weakling anda 
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victim of parliamentarianism; but regardless of censure he 
persued his path, nonetheless keeping armed revolution as his 
goal. To us in India with our controversies about Council 
entry his change of front must prove interesting. 

In these days of pacts and unity conferences Lenin’s views 
on the subject may be of interest. Ina letter toa friend in 
1921 he wrote: ‘‘The bourgeoisi, the liberals and the social 
revolutionaries, who never deal with ‘great problems’ seriously, 
but trot one behind the other, make pacts and go on in the old 
grooves with eclecticism, are always crying out about the 
dissensions and discords in social democracy. That is the exact 
difference between all of them and social democracy; the fight 
between the individual social-democratic groups comes from 
deep roots of thought whereas with them even the differences 
are all varnished over on the surface, while inside they are 
empty, petty, superficial. Never at any price whould I exchange 
the vigorous fighting of the variancies in social democracy for 
the togged-up emptiness and poverty of the social revolu- 
tionaries and their partners’. 

So Lenin prepared for the great day. And when this came, 
early in 1917, and he was summoned from Switzerland to his 
country to lead the revolution, he left a message to the Swiss 
workers. There was no hind or excitement or exultation at the 
approaching fruition of the labour of a lifetime. Carefully, like 
a scientist, he stated what the conditions in Russia were and 
what he wished to do. 

It is difficult for most of us to think of our ideals and our 
theories in terms of reality. We have talked and written of 
Swaraj for years, but when Swaraj comes it will probably take 
us by surprise. We have passed the independence resolution at 
the Congress, and yet how many of us realise its full implica- 
tions ? How many belie it by their words and actions? For 
them it is something to be considered asa distant goal, not as 
a thing of today or tomorrow. They talk of Swaraj and inde- 
pendence at their conferences and their councils but their minds 
are full of reservations and their acts are feeble and halting. 

In Russia also the revolutionaries of an older generation 
lived in a world of theory, and hardly believed in the realisa- 
tion of their ideals. But Lenin came with his directness and 
realism and shook the fabric of old time orthodox socialism and 
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revolution. He taught people to think that the ideal they had 
dreamed of and worked for was not mere theory but something 
to be realised then and there. By amazing power of will he 
hypnotised a nation and filled a disunited and demoralised 
people with energy and determination and the strength to 
endure and suffer for a cause. 


Lenin and India 


Rahul Sankrityayan 


How can a devotee of the slogan of “Workers of the World 
Unite!” remain confined within narrow geographical limita- 
tions ? When he thinks, he thinks of the workers of the world, 
when he raises his voice, it is for the toiling masses of the 
world—for freedom, peace and progress in the whole world, 
Lenin, as we know, was the leader of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution in Russia, But the path shown by him is 
the treasured heritage of the world proletariat and his teach- 
ings, breaking all limits and barriers, inspire the working 
people all over the world. 

Writing about the outcome of the 
Lenin said : 

“In the last analysis, the outcome of the Struggle will be 
determined by the fact that Russia, India, China, etc., account 
for the overwhelming majority of the population of the globe. 
And it is precisely this majority that, during the past few 
years, has been drawn into the struggle for emancipation with 
extraordinary rapidity so that in this Tespect there cannot be 
the slightest shadow of doubt what the final outcome of the 
world struggle will be.” 

Lenin was fully convinced that the final struggle of the 
working people of the world will be fought in Russia, China 
and India, It was natural, therefore, that Lenin devoted his 
heart and soul to studying the movement: 
tions of the countries which occupied such tremendous impor- 
tance, Lenin had his fingers on the pulse of time, and was 
keenly observing events in India and China. 

It must be remembered here, that the times when Lenin 
had occasion to write or speak about India were very difficult, 
both for us, as wellas for Lenin. Our country was groaning 
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under the yoke of British rule. Indian liberation movement 
had suffered a serious setback as a result of the ruthless sup- 
pression of the Sepoy Mutiny in 1857. Its sparks could be 
seen here and there, but they could burst forth in a country- 
wide conflagration. Cruel, ruthless Tsarism, on the other 
hand, was in full swing in Russia till the outbreak of the 
October Revolution. And, immediately after the October 
Revolution, a united offensive was launched against Russia by 
the imperialists of the world. True and factual news about our 
country could not reach other countries, since the British 
journalists alone were the source of news for the outside world, 
Together -with Lenin, the entire Russian people were engaged 
in a life and death struggle during the bloody Civil War. Even 
so, whatever Lenin wrote about us is sufficient proof of his keen 
insight into and deep sympathy for our struggle for freedom, 

Lenin’s sympathy for India was not passive. The truth 
could not escape his keen vision -that our rulers, the British 
imperialists, had poisoned the British working class and had 
managed to suppress the natural sympathy that it should have 
felt for the Indian working people. Lenin smashed this illusion 
in one of his articles and pointed out to the British workers that 
the few extra crumbs the British imperialists were throwing to 
them came not from their own pockets but were, in fact, only 
a small fraction of those extorted mercilessly from the peoples 
of colonial countries like India, so that the British working 
class may not have any sympathies for their struggle for 
freedom. 

In an article, written in 1908, on the cruelty of British 
rule in India, its outcome, and the smouldering rage of the 
Indian masses against the British rule, Lenin had said; 

“In India, the native slaves of the ‘civilised’ British capita- 
lists have in precisely this recent period been causing much 
unpleasant concern to their ‘masters’. There is no end to the 
violence and plunder which goes under the name of the British 
system of government in India. Nowhere in the world with the 
exception, of course, of Russia will you find such abject mass 
poverty, and such chronic starvation. The most liberal and 
radical personalities of free Britain, men like John Morley— 
that authority for Russian and non-Russian Cadets, that 
luminary of ‘progressive’ (actual capital-serving) political 
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writing become regular Chenghiz Khans when appointed to 
govern India and are capable of sanctioning every means of 
‘pacifying’ the population in their charge, down to the flogging 
of political protestors. . . 

But popular India is beginning to stand up in defence of 
her writers and political leaders. The infamous sentence pro- 
nounced by the British jackals on the Indian democrat 
Tilak .. . this reprisal against a democrat by the lackeys of the: 
money bags evoked street demonstrations and a strike im 
Bombay. In India, too, the proletariat has already developed 
into conscious political mass struggle and, that being the case, 
the Russian style British regime in India is doomed.” 

A prominent place is occupied by late Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
in the annals of our struggle for freedom. When the British 
rulers exiled him from India, a tremor ran through the entire 
Indian people. They gave full outlet to their seething anger. 
The Indian working class on this issue plunged into the libera- 
tion movement, into the struggle for freedom, for the first time 
as an organised force. Lenin immediately took notice of all 
these happenings in India. All of us know that the Socialist 
Revolution in Russia took place during World War I and our 
struggle for freedom took giant strides after that. Lenin wrote 
about it in one of his articles written in 1920 : 

“The imperialist war has helped the revolution. To fight 
that war, the bourgeoisie had to tear soldiers out of the 
Colonies, out of the backward countries, out of isolation. The 
British bourgeoisie told the soldiers from India that it was the 
duty of the Indian peasants to defend Great Britain against 
Germany... They taught them the use° of arms. This is 
extremely valuable knowledge. We could express our profound 
gratitude to the bourgeoisie for this... The Imperialist war 
brought the dependent nations into world history. And one of 
Our Cardinal tasks today is to devise waysand means of laying 
the foundation-stone for the organisation of a Soviet movement 
in the non-capitalist countries. Soviets there are possible; they 
will not be workers’ Soviets, but peasants’ or toilers’ 
Soviets.” 

As the struggle for freedom sharpens in any colonial 
country, the ruthlessness and mercilessness of the imperialist 
tulers also increases. But the tide of the movement for freedom 
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cannot be checked for long with naked force. The same 
happened in our country too. When the Indian people demand- 
ed freedom after the First World War, all that the Britishers 
could give them was the infamous Rowlett Act. The terrific 
disgust and anger of the Indian people burst forth in the form 
of powerful demonstrations. The brave sons of the Punjab 
gathered in their thousands in the Jallianwala Bagh in 
Amritsar. But the ruthlessness of the British imperialists also 
came out in its most ghastly form. The ace-murderer O’Dyer 
butchered hundreds of Indian people on the very spot. We 
cannot forget the tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh today even if we 
wanted to, since on the one hand, the wounds of O’Dyer’s 
bullets are still fresh in our memory, and on the other, our 
struggle for freedom entered a new era after that. In one of 
his articles Lenin wrote about it in 1921 : 

“British India stands at the head of these countries, and 
the maturing of revolution in India is accelerated, on the one 
hand, by the increase in the number of industrial and railway 
workers and, on the other, by the mounting brutality of the 
British, who more and more frequently, resort to wholesale 
massacre (Amritsar), public floggings, etc.” 

To believe in 1921 that the British would quit India, was 
in itself something quite revolutionary. Many among the 
educated elite in our country did not believe at that time that 
we could achieve independence. Many of our leaders, too, did 
not know as to what the final outcome of the struggle would 
be. But Lenin had foreseen that India would emerge indepen- 
dent, because her people were not affraid of repression and 
also because the class that plays decisive role in the struggle 
for freedom—the working class—had started participating in 
ithe political struggle. 

Lenin never said anything merely for the sake of saying it. 
‘He said everything after profound study. He had said a thing 
-only after having studied the situation in India. He clarified 
\his statement in an article as follows : 

“The labouring masses in the colonial and semi-colonial 
countries, comprising as they do the vast majority of the 
world’s population, were awakened to political life early this 
century, particularly as a result of the revolution in Russia, 
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Turkey, Persia and China. Asa result of the imperialist war 
of 1914-18 and the establishment of Soviet power in Russia, 
these masses are definitely being converted into an active 
factor of world politics and of the revolutionary destruction 
of imperialism, though this is still stubbornly disregarded by 
the educated philistines of Europe and America, including the 
leaders of the Second and Two-and-a-Half Internationals.” 

He said the same thing more eleborately when the 
socialist power in the Soviet Union had become comparatively 
stronger. He declared with confidence in 1923: 

“At the same time precisely as a result of the last Imperia- 
list war, a number of countries in the East, India, China, 
etc., have been completely dislodged from their groove. Their 
development has definitely shifted to general European capita- 
list lines and the general European ferment had begun to 
affect them. It is now clear to the whole world that they have 
been drawn into a process of development that cannot but lead 
to a crisis in the whole of world capitalism. 

“In the last analysis, the outcome of the struggle will be 
determined by the fact that Russia, India, China etc., account 
for the overwhelming majority of the population of the globe.” 

Lenin considered the liberation struggles of the colonial 
countries a part of the socialist revolution, especially so after 
the success of the socialist revolution in Soviet Union. That 
is why pointing out the close relationship of the revolutionary 
struggles of other countries with the socialist revolution in 
Russia, Lenin wrote in 1917: 

“The Socialist victory in Russia will create extraordinarily 
favourable conditions for the growth of revolution in both 
Asia and Europe.” 

The Indian people understood all this. That is why our 
countrymen welcomed and greeted the Russian Revolution. 

Today our country has overthrown the yoke of political 
slavery of the British imperialists. Not only this, the prestige of 
our country has immensely increased in the world today. 
As Lenin had foretold, the future will be determined by the fact 
as to which side Russia, China and India put their weight. 


A Man Called Lenin 


Sajjad Zaheer 


I was twelve years old in 1917. I remember few things of 
those distant time—forty-three years ago—but this | remember 
very well—an old uncle of mine, a “retired” landlord, who 
having squandered all his property used to live with my parents 
at Lucknow, walked rather excitedly into the Zenana (the 
secluded portion of the house where ladies of the house lived), 
went upto my mother in the kitchen waved a newspaper, which 
he held in his hand and told the good lady: First they over- 
threw the Tsar’s Government, and now the Russians have 
overthrown the capitalist:—a workers and peasants’ govern- 
ment has been established in Petersburg. All this has been done 
by aman called Lenin whom the Russians have made their 
leader. His followers are called Bolsheviks. All the big people 
(bare log) are fleeing or are being killed. The poor and the 
down trodden have taken possession of every thing...and 
they are calling upon the poor all over the world to do the 
same...” 

“But how is it possible ?”” my mother asked in amazement. 
My uncle was well-known in our families as a person who 
spun out the most fantastic tales. Every day he would regale 
stories of how the Germans were beating the Angrez on every 
front, and yet the war would not end and the British continued 
to rule over us. So the latest story was also taken with a pinch 
of salt by mother. 

“But all this is written here, I tell you, I am not making 
this up out of my own imagination” cried uncle, “Why, I could 
not even imagine such things” he muttered. 

“Do you think the Bolsheviks would come here?” asked 
mother. 
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«JT do not know. The British say they are very bad people 
and they would finish them off,”’ said uncle. 

“If the British say they are bad people then they must be 
good. After all the Tsar-e-Roos (Tsar of Russia) was a tyrant. 
He had desecrated our holy Meshed in Iran. This is God’s 
punishment for his crimes. Lenin is the instrument of God’s 
will...” 

My mother was a deeply religious lady and knew little of 
politics. But she had never forgiven the Tsar, when he invaded 
Iran afew years earlier and when, it was said, the Tsarist 
soldiers desecrated one of the holy shrines of Muslims in 
Northern Iran. Moreover, like most Indian she hated our 
foreign rulers—the Angrez. Her remark that “Lenin was an 
instrument of God’s will’? made a deep impression on my mind. 
That is my first remembrance of Lenin’s name. 

A few years later the war ended. Iwas now in my school 
final. Came Amritsar—Jallianwala Bagh—followed by non- 
cooperation movement. Mahatma Gandhi promised that we 
shall have ‘‘Swaraj” in one year, let all boycott the British 
government and all government institutions. Like hundreds of 
thousands of young Indians, I fervently believed in all that 
Gandhiji said. I wore only hand-spun and hand-woven cloth, 
and would wield a spinning wheel for hours and hours everyday, 
I could now read newspapers and books. No books of Marxism 
were available. Communist literature was banned. But Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution vaguely inspired us. Then I came 
across a book by the Sindhi Sadhu Vaswani called Gandhi and 
Lenin. Vaswani had praised both, paid homage to both. These 
were the two great liberators of modern age, according to him, 
and Gandhi would liberate India as Lenin had Russia. It al} 
seems very confused now but then J believed in it all... Most 
Indians did at that time. Our national leaders, Gandhiji and 
Motilal Nehru and Jawaharlal all praised Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks, for they were the first European rulers to sympa- 
thise with the Indian freedom struggle. Other great leaders of 
Asia whom we admired, Mustapha Kamal of Turkey; Sun Yat 
Sen of China; Raza Shah of Iran; Amanullah of Afghanistan; 
and Zaghloul Pasha of Egypt, all appreciated Russia’s denun- 
ciation of imperialism and help and sympathy for the peoples 
of the East. Lenin and communism now became associated in 
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my mind with uncompromising anti-imperialism. British rulers: 
had put the strictest ban on import or publication of all 
communist literature. Anda virulent anti-Soviet propaganda 
was let loose by the government of India and its subsidised 
news agencies. But we never believed a word of what came 
from this tainted source. In fact, its effect on most Indians was 
the opposite. The more violently they denounced Lenin the 
Bolsheviks and the Soviet government the more attracted we 
felt towards them. 

The failure of the non-cooperation movement brought 
moods of frustration and depression among the Indian patriotic 
youth. We had not achieved freedom, the leaders were fighting 
amongst themselves; the British were ruling India as before and: 
the repressive measures they had adopted towards the freedom 
forces had become still more violent and cruel. Was there no: 
way out ? 

Then all of a sudden I learnt that the government had 
unearthed a communist ‘‘conspiracy”’ for the violent overthrow 
of British rule; for the replacement of the government ‘“‘esta- 
blished by law” in India, by a “‘workers’ and peasants’ govern- 
ment’. Soon in the nearby town of Kanpur (I lived in 
Lucknow) the trial of the conspirators began: S.A. Dange, 
Muzaffar Ahmed, Shaukat Usmani, Chettiar and M.N. Roy 
(in absentia). The proceedings of this trial, long speeches by 
the prosecution and defence and still more the ‘‘Exhibits” in 
court, letters and other documents all copiously reported in the 
newspaper, were read by me voraciously. At last a clearer 
view of the objectives of communists in India—the followers 
of Lenin—began to emerge before our eyes. It was still not an 
authentic vision, nevertheless, in that mood of depression which 
followed the collapse of the non-cooperation movement, it was, 
for me, as no doubt for many other Indian youth of my 
generation, a ray of hope. 

And then, during this time, the news came—Lenin is dead. 
It was so cold in Moscow that the very tears of those who 
mourned him froze on their cheeks. This I read in the news- 
papers. There was grief in my heart too—a friend, a guide, 
one who wanted to liberate the whole of mankind, including 
my Own country, from the clutches of imperialism and exploi- 
tation, was no more. But his ideas and his party the Commu- 
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nist international and the rule of Soviets which he established 
live. I was seized by an intense desire to -know more about 
these. This became possible for me only when I went to 
England three years later, in 1927. 

It is difficult to describe the joy and satisfaction of it. I 
met the Indian Communist M.P. Shapuraji Saklatwala and 
other British Communists. And I could read as much of Lenin 
as [ liked. And then slowly, through years of participation jn 
the liberation movement of my people and the struggle of the 
Indian working class and its party, the great truths which 
Lenin taught us sank in my consciousness. “Without a revoly- 
tionary theory, there can be no revolutionary movements,” And 
this revolutionary theory was taught to us, above all, by the 
greatest revolutionary of all times—Lenin. 


1960 


Lenin’s Significance for India 


Gurbaksh Singh 


Till 1917 the object of the Indian National Congress was 
a diluted Home Rule as proposed by Mrs. Annie Besant, one 
of the Presidents of the Congress. LokmanyaTilak was regarded 
as an extremist. Closeness or affinity to him was considered 
dangerous for any organisation or individual. Mahatma 
Gandhi had not appeared on the political scene as yet. And 
even when Mahatma Gandhi entered the field, Congress did 
not adopt Lokmanya Tilak’s demand of complete independ- 
ence. Gandhiji did give a big jerk to the country but his 
demand also did not go beyond Dominion Status. He cooperat- 
ed with the British during World War I. But the British were 
not prepared to grant us even Dominion Status. 

In November 1917, the whole world heard of the great 
revolution that had taken place in Russia under Lenin’s 
peerless leadership. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was one of 
those far-seeing thinkers who realised the universal importance 
of this epoch-making event. After this he continued to press 
upon his political guru, Mahatma Gandhi, that our aim also 
should be not Dominion Status but complete independence. 

If Lenin’s political efforts had not succeeded in Russia 
today, not only India, but the whole of Asia and Africa would 
have remained colonies of imperialism. In that age, whenever 
news of a backward island or country was received, imperialist 
armies marched there and people were brought under the yoke 
of slavery. 

When the Russian Revolution started the new age of 
liberation these happy hunting grounds began to slip out of the 
hands of the imperialists one by one and the only means of 
increasing the wealth that remained at hand was scientific 
development. Therefore, the main source of inspiration for 
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the scientific and technical development that we see all around 
us was Lenin’s brave thoughts and brave actions. A new 
tradition of competition in scientific knowledge and honest 
labour came into being. The imperialist countries—the USA 
Britain and other European countries—which had always 
remained busy in campaigns of conquest of new lands, now 
started envying with each other in offering economic aid to the 
underdeveloped countries so that their influence and trade 
should continue to grow in the world. 

This is Lenin’s world significance. For us his significance is 
still more apparent. Till 1918 we had regarded Dominion 
Status as such a great gift that we were not even prepared to 
whisper a demand for it. But as the success of the Russian 
Revolution became more and more assured the number of even 
those supporting Jawaharlal’s demand of complete indepen- 
dence began to grow. 

Pandit Jawaharlal, his revered father Motilalji, and then 
our respected poet Rabindranath Tagore went to Russia to 
witness the successes of the Revolution at first hand. On their 
return home after seeing the miracle wrought by Lenin, they 
wrote and spoke a great deal. As a result, our demand for 
complete independence changed from a strong desire to an 
intense striving. Congress declared complete independence as 
its goal. The freedom struggle became intense. 

To bring out Lenin’s teachings and his sympathy for the 
freedom struggle, J may recall some of the feelings I experienc. 
ed at the time. 

When the news that had astonished the whole world 
reached us in November 1917, I had just joined the army as an 
engineer and was leaving for Mesopotamia (Iraq). Lokmanya 
Tilak was in London at the time. He characterised this event 
(the Revolution) as a happening which had significance not 
only for Russia but potential significance for the whole world 
But in India, either its importance was not realised, or, as i 
result of governmental repression, it was not being openly 
discussed. There were no headlines in the papers, no informa- 
tion about Lenin’s life. Still I was curious to learn something 
about this great man who had overthrown Tsarism, which was 


more barbarous than even British imperialism, and had set up - 


the first people’s government in the world. 
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On the battlefield, a Russian captain came to our camp 
with a British engineer. With the sole object of learning some- 
thing about Lenin I struck up friendship with him. But he 
was a pro-British officer. When in pursuance of his Decree 
of Peace, Lenin announced his readiness to enter into a peace 
agreement with every country and recall Russian armies from 
the battlefields, this officer left his regiment and joined the 
British. 

In our newspapers, there was hardly any mention of Lenin. 
But in some of the papers I got from my British friends, Lenin 
was depicted as a ruthless, inhuman dictator and the Russian 
Revolution was painted as streams of blood and heaps of dead 
bodies. 

In sorrow, I would start thinking of the American President 
Wilson. It was a time, when the USA considered to be the 
Mecca of freedom-lovers. Thousands of my Punjabi com- 
Patriots had gone to the USA in search of a livings and there 
getting an inspiration to struggle for freedom, had returned to 
their motherland to start a war of independence. Most of them 
were hanged by the British rulers, many were shot and the rest 
were imprisoned for long years. And America had not uttered 
a word against this atrocity. Still, those of our people who 
longed for independence but were unable to take part in any 
active struggle looked towards America with hope. This feeling 
acquired an added strength when President Wilson started 
speaking about the right of nations to self-determination. I 
thought of writing a feeling letter to him. 1 was still thinking 
of giving a practical shape to my idea when I read in the 
Indian papers that a South Indian judge, who had been knight- 
ed by the British, had written a similar letter to President 
Wilson, requesting him to use his influence with the British 
government and get the right of self-determination for India. 
But instead of considering his request, President Wilson for- 
warded the letter to the British, the British government asked 
the judge for an explanation and ultimately he had to resign 
from service. 

I was scared and did not write the letter but my desire for 
knowing something about the architect and leader of the 
Russian Revolution became so strong that having heard of 
freedom of political opinion in the USA, I decided to visit that 
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country. I would be able to undergo advanced studies there as 
well as learn something about Lenin, I thought. 

After armistice was declared in November 1918, my 
resignation from the army was accepted and I returned home, 
The whole country was extremely agitated over the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre. Russian literature and news from Russia were 
banned, yet bits of truth seeped down to us through the cordon 
that the British secret services and censorship had laid. In 
many secret meetings there was some discussion on the Russian 
Revolution. 

In one such meeting I was told : 

“Although our political leaders have not realised the 
significance of this great achievement of Lenin, British imperia- 
lism realises it all too well. The Jallianwala Bagh massacre 
was not just the madness of General Dyer. It was part of a 
design of the entire government. They saw that the Russian 
Revolution had created votaries of Lenin all over the land and 
understood that the freedom struggle in India would not remain 
content with the snail’s pace of the satyagraha advocated by 
Gokhale, Shastris and Gandhis. A shorter route (even 
though bloody) would be found, and the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre was their barrage against Indians responding to the 
Russian Revolution.” 

I was advised to proceed to the USA as soon as Possible, 
study the Russian Revolution and along with my academic 
studies find out its significance for our country. 

I reached the USA at the end of 1919. But the literature 
available in the USA did not satisfy my quest. One day I came 
across the announcement of a socialist meeting in Detroit, The 
famous Negro philosopher, Dr. Du Bois, was to address the 
gathering. In the USA, Du Bois was as disliked by the ruling 
circles as Jawaharlal was disliked by the British in India. 

Dr. Du Bois’s insight and eloquence made me extremely 
happy. He explained the Russian Revolution in detail. All 
my doubts were set at rest. He explained that the culmination 
of the Russian Revolution came about through one brave step 
alone. From the exile Lenin returned to Petrograd incognito. 
Workers and soldiers were highly enthused and stormed the 
citadel of the disheartened government of Kerensky. Without 
any bloodshed the people had captured power. 
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I became fond of listening to brilliant and lucid thinkers 
like Dr. Du Bois. Whatever I had heard upto then was just a 
pack of lies: the Russian Revolution was no mere civil war. 
Soldiers and workers had cut off the Tsar and then the un- 
popular Government from the body of the nation like so much 
dead flesh. That was the real story. The Civil War came much 
later, when, with the help and full backing of the imperialist 
countries, the capitalists spent unlimited amounts of money 
and spread poison through out the country. This Civil War 
created great ravages, yet they were less than what had been 
caused by the French and American civil wars. 

What he said about Lenin filled my heart with adoration 
for the man. I made a firm resolve that on my way book to 
India I would make it a point to see Lenin. Dr. Du Bois said 
that by ending the autocratic rule Lenin had brought into being 
an era of unimaginable social changes. A complete plan for 
the independence of former dependencies and colonies had 
been drawn up, the thinkers of the whole world were looking 
to new horizons. Russia’s condition was similar to India’s 
condition, Dr. Du Bois said. Both were held in the steel vise 
of oppressors. If Russia could liberate itself, India too could 
succeed. 

I entertained a natural respect for Mahatma Gandhi’s 
self-sacrifice and spirit of service, extreme simplicity and 
genius.. And, according to Dr. Du Bois, Lenin possessed these 
qualities to the extent of perfection. Lenin did not drink or 
smoke, he was extremcly simple, ate little, slept little and 
worked, heedless of personal comfort, practically round the 
clock. His writings were enough to fill a small library. The 
Revolution was the product of his genius and organising ability. 
This Revolution was a sunny leaf in the book of world history. 
Lenin was Revolution personified. The Revolution did not 
usher in the era of the Russian proletariat alone, it was the 
era of the world proletariat. The world would never be the 
same again. 

In the beginning of 1924, I left the USA, with an intense 
longing for a glimpse of this glorious man. But while still on 
sea, I heard the news of the death of the man for seeing whem I * 
had hastened my departure. 

I gave up the idea of going to Russia and soon returned 
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to India. When I had left India, the freedom struggle was 
rather simmering. Now it had come to boil. The rustle of Red 
Flags was frightening the British government. Cooked up 
conspiracy cases were being launched against political leaders, 
In Bengal, incensed youngmen had murdered many British 
officers. The Babbar Akalis had become a terror for the 
British. Youngmen returning from America had started the 
Kirti movement. 


The basic difference between Russia and the USA was 
becoming clear. One of our Judges solicited sympathy from 
the USA and he was made to resign from service, Many of 


movement. They were shown the Protest note issued by Russi 
at the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. - 


Many of these youngmen became front-rank leaders of 
our independence movement on their return home. As against 
that, the US police kept a strict watch Over what our yougme 
did inthe USA for the independence of their country. And 
when these youngmen returned home, their records reached 
the British government, 

But Lenin always expressed special and practical sympathy 
for our independence movement, criticised the way the British 
treated us and gave us Suggestions. This sympathy affecteq 
Bengal specially and then the “infection” spread to the Punjab 
which also burst out in tongues of fire. One of these flames, 
Bhagat Singh, became the blazing torch of freedom, spreading 
its light to all corners of the country. Bhagat Singh studied a 
lot of Russian literature in prison, The challenging anq 
brilliant statements he made in the courts were all Leninist in 

colour. The last book he read, till only a few hours before he 
was hanged, was Lenin’s life story. 
Pandit Jawaharlal had put forth a sess Congress a 
resolution demanding complete ui anh on de 
Colours for the national flag were g proposed; m 


as being composed. But Panditji’s proposals were still regard- 
Ww 


ed premature. 


Yet many had recognised the secret weapon that Lenin 
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had used to overthrow a strong kingdom like that of the Tsar. 
This weapon was convincing the workers and peasants about 
finally achieving their rule on earth and inspiring them to 
organise themselves in an invincible army. The magnet of the 
personalities of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru brought workers and peasants, students and intellec- 
tuals, Hindu and Muslims, all sections of the people together. 
A peasants’ and workers’ government was accepted as the 
national goal. 

The greatest gift Lenin gave to our freedom-fighters was 
that he instilled in them firm confidence regarding the final 
victory of our struggle and brought about a revolution in the 
thinking of our intellectuals. 

Making an honest analysis of Lenin and his life, we can 
say that without him the Russian Revolution would have been 
delayed and without the Revolution the era of freedom 
throughout the world would have been delayed? Lenin broke 
the economic, social and spiritual chains that shackled man- 
kind and not only predicted the possibility of a new world of 
equality but also inaugurated it. Today, we have the hope that 
Justice and love, for which man has longed ever since creation, 
will be the main symbols of this new world. 

The people living in a world full of love, justice and 


equality will remember the great Lenin as their loadstar. 
(1970) 


Lenin and the East 


Ajoy Ghosh 


Till only about a decade ago the imperialists used to talk 
comfortably about the “Unchanging East”, about the slumber- 
ing continents and their passive people. They thought that 
these countries would remain for them a preserve for exploita- 
tion. On the bent backs of millions in this area, they hoped to 
retain forever the citadels of their power and pomp. 

And now? The whirlwind of change has swept and still 
sweeps through these continents. The peoples stand up, proud 
and defiant and free. Everywhere the imperialists continue 
their savagery but are clearly on the retreat. The slumbering 
giant has risen to full stature. 

In their new dignity and the glow of freedom the peoples 

fall these countries mention with gratitude and reverence 
ole above all—Lenin. This name has become theif 


one name d victory. On his 90th birth anniversary the 


banner of hope an 
peoples bow in a ht in the early years of this century 

And no haar aie the future and his eagle vision 
this mastermind had gaze id future for these peoples, 
had seen great events and splendi ri 1 ago as 
seemingly left out by modern history. He had Be ong Ee aa 
1913 stated that it was Asia which was advancing and Europ 
that was falling behind in terms of social change. 

Tt was Lenin who had seen with unerring precision that’ 
imperialism would have to be vanquished by a peace move 
ment—the force of socialist revolution in the West and the 
forces of national liberation in the East. It was he who worked 
wu Bening Passion to bring this unity about. 
sad fr ae bee er October Socialist Revolution, inspired 
the ¥ enin, that finally established this bridge between 

Wo revolutionary forces of modern history. It was the 
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Communist International, founded and guided by Lenin, that 
saw the coming together of the vanguard representatives of 
all continents in unshakable unity and brotherhood. East and 
West had met and both gripped the banner of Leninism. 

It is this banner around which increasingly the peoples of 
the countries of the East are rallying for their final victory.. 
It is Marxism-Leninism that comes now to the so-called 
“spiritual” East to light up the path to total regeneration. 

In India, Indonesia, Iraq and other countries of Asia mass 
Communist Parties are being built up which are increasingly 
winning the confidence of their countrymen. 

The whole East is ablaze, lit up with the strong sunshine 
of a new era in the heat of the struggle, in the dawn of victory 
and ‘in view of the endless vistas that open up, the peoples 
remember and pledge inthe name of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, 
their friend and guide. 


Lenin—The Majestic 


No personality towers so majestically, no teaching illumi- 
nates so brightly the road to the peoples of regions of the 


earth that were once “‘beyond history” as Lenin and Leninism 
do. 


Lenin—A Guide to Action 


As the years pass, as events unfold in rapid succession, the 
figure of Lenin stands out in ever more majestic proportions. 
Far from the swift passage of history rendering him a merely 
historical figure, it makes him more real, more alive in an 
ever-increasing number of people in all countries of the globe, 
and his teachings—Leninism—reveal their truth, their riches, 
their invaluable role as a guide to action, ever more clearly 
with each passing day. 


1960 


Lenin : Harbinger of New Social 
Order : 


V.K. Krishna Menon 


In 1917, Russia broke the chain of imperialism and created 
the world’s first state of workers and peasants under the leader- 
ship of V.I. Lenin. The October Revolution generated a 
mighty wave of national liberation movements in many parts 


of the world in order to give a stunning blow to the colonial 
system. 


Successes of the national-liberation movements are closely 
dinked up ,with successes of world socialism. War has a 
-devastating effect upon the people and it ruins the economy of 
-acountry. When Lenin was confronted with such a situation, 
the upheld the cause of peace and said that the war must be 
ended by all means, and the workers must be given a respite 
‘from the horrors of imperialist war to enable them to start re- 
constructing the national economy and to defend the gains of the 
Revolution. Only a leader of the stature of Lenin could have 
the guts to face the hostility of the Mensheviks inside the party 
and stick to the policy of peace. His ideals for peace are of 
great significance even today when the clouds of war are hover- 
ing over the world. 

Lenin laid stress on the newer sense of social values 
and the transformation of social life on socialist principles. 

In Tsarist Russia, the conditions of the people were much 
-worse than the conditions of the Indian people under the 
British rule. Exploitation was rampant, educational facilities 
were almost negligible. Workers and peasants were living 
under conditions of abject poverty. Tsarist Russia was back- 
ward in economic, social educational and industrial fields. 
The percentage of literacy was the lowest. After the October 
Revolution, a consistent effort was made to see that what was 
produced in the Soviet Union was enjoyed by every body. It 
also ensured the conditions of social justice and social equality 
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which are essential for contribution to the common cause of 
the people. 

Today, the Soviet Union is responsible for 20 per cent of 
the world industrial production whereas the industrial output 
of Tsarist Russia was almost negligible taking the volume of 
world industrial output. There is no unemployment in the 
USSR and the problem of illiteracy has been effectively solved 
for ever and the percentage of literacy is cent per cent in the 
Soviet Union today. This is the positive gain of a new social 
order where the welfare of man is fully looked after. 

The question before us is what is the basis of combination 
between man and man, to avoid exploitation of the people. 
Exploitation does not cease to operate if one belonging to the 
depressed class holds an important place in the government. 
That does not mean that ‘‘Untouchability has ceased to exist”, 
Discrimination does not come to an end if a person from the 
working class is made a Lord in England. We have to see what 
are the social practices, inhibitions and other forms of discri- 
mination that are prevalent in the society. 

Those who suggest that with the vast population of India, 
chances of social and economic progress are remote are the 
enemies of the people. Merely that India has 500 million 
people as compared to 200 million people in the USSR does 
not mean that we should not have any progress. All human 
beings are born equal and there is no scientific basis for any 
discrimination whatsoever to deny them the gains of liberty. 
There are no different kinds of species among human beings 
and there is no justification in denying to the huge mass of 
people the essentials of life. 

One of the British trade unionists who visited the USSR 
after the Revolution said that “Soviet Communism is a new 
civilisation”. All that he meant to say was that it worked for 
the welfare of mankind, opposing all forms of exploitation. 

There are more than 100 languages in the USSR, but there 
is no agitation of the type we have in our country in favour 
of one or the other language. There are no courts in the USSR 
to establish the landlords’ rights. 

The evils in the society have all been removed by the 
efforts of the people and not by Marshall Plans. 
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A day after the October Revolution, Lenin issued the 
Decree on Peace and said that the Soviet Union should not 
enter into imperialist war to make the working class people the 
cannon fodder of imperialist menace but wage a war against 
poverty and illiteracy in Soviet Russia so that the condition of 
the working class people could improve. 

Thanks to Jawaharlal Nehru, who advocated a policy of 
Peace inthe world in the same manner as Lenin stressed in 
1917, we area democratic nation where the destiny of the 
people is to be shaped by the people themselves. Lenin 
emphasised the need of peaceful coexistence, self-dependence 
and national independence in order to restore self-respect to 
the nation. 

No country can have a country within a country. We have 
to work for justice-social, economic and political. What does 
justice mean ? It means that all men are equal in the eyes of 
law but we have to make it a reality by removing discrimina- 
tion of every kind. We talk against apartheid and for our 
national unity. But what about the apartheid being practised 
in our country against Harijans? Untouchability has been 
abolished by law, but in practice it still continues. Until and 
unless each individual is prepared to break the barriers which 
separate man from man, our country will not be able to make 
any progress. 

It needs education of the people. Unfortunately not only 
among old but also among the youth, illiteracy is still prevalent 
in our country. 

Peace and coexistence are essential for progress in the 
world. Our relationship with the Soviet Union is not based on 
any military assistance but on the basis of mutual good. 

The history of the Russian Revolution is an example before 
us. People in the colonial countries should rise in revolt to 
overthrow the last vestiges of colonialism and exploitation, 

We shall have to move towards democracy to give it a rea] 
content. Cooperation with forces of progress is a historic 
necessity and, therefore, it is essential that there must be Parti- 
cipation of the people in the establishment of a new socia| 
order where poverty, hunger, exploitation and illiteracy do not 
find any expression. 

1970 


The Great Message Of Lenin 


Indulal Yagnik 


I was first impressed with the greatness of Lenin when Shri 
Gidwani, Principal of our New National College, bracketed 
him with Gandhiji during the non-cooperation campaign of 
1921. With other books, I read John Reed’s Yen Days That 
Shook the World. Naturally, the personality of Lenin rose in my 
imagination to towering heights as the architect ofthe greatest 
revolution the world has seen. 

When I went to Bombay in 1924 after my break with 
Gandhiji, I began to study world history and politics as an 
ardent realist. I read with great avidity many Soviet and com- 
munist publications that were available to me in my newspaper 
office. I got, however, the first ocular demonstration of Lenin’s 
technique when nearly one hundred thousand textile workers of 
Bombay went on a strike for many months to secure their just 
demands. We were all profoundly interested in the progress of 
the strike which ultimately compelled the big mill-owners and 
government to come to terms with the communist labour 
leaders. 

My five years in Berlin, London and Dublin during the 
thirties, brought home to me more vividly the greatest message 
of Lenin. Comrade Saklatwala, the Indian communist leader 
in London, was my guide, philosopher and friend. He explain- 
ed to me with vivid illustrations how imperialism was the 
biggest scourge on earth and could only be fought by the people 
organised under the leadership of industrial labour. In Ireland, 
Jim Larkin showed me the unbreakable strength of his own, big 
union which challenged the might of the British government. I 
freely met and listened to communist leaders, attended many 
Leftist socials and May Day celebrations. often joining the 
gatherings in lustily singing the Internationale. 
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Learning all I could abroad, I returned to India to start and 
participate in the Kisan Sabha that was designed as the biggest 
union of small peasants and agricultural labourers. The Sabha, 
securing the support ofall political parties including Comm- 
unists. started many militant movements and made history 
in many provinces. The Sabha always worked in alliance with 
the workers’ Trade Union Congress. No wonder till this day 
the grand alliance preached by Lenin is the bedrock of all the 
united front movements, whether operating in government or 
as opposition. 

We learnt from Lenin to argue that the individual urban 
worker and the rural kisan were weak and helpless but when 
they were massed in thousands and millions they became strong 
and militant. So I developed a steady vision of the mighty 
heroic figures of titanic workers and peasants that could break 
the old world and build a new one. It was Lenin and the Soviet 
man who inspired me with this vision. ne 

The glorious victories of the Soviet armies in the last war 
inspired us with an abiding faith in Lenin’s Soviet State. Critics 
were not wanting in India who derided the Soviet power and 
its government. But the victories achieved at Stalingrad, 
Moscow and Leningrad covered the name of Lenin with eternal 
glory. What is more, the decades following the war have seen 
the emergence of a new mighty socialist world that encompasses 
one-third of the world. It is the hammer-blows first dealt by 
Lenin to imperialist aggressors and then by Soviet armies to 
Hitler’s hordes that have broken the shackles that help many 
countries in Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

Then I had the rare privilege of touring round the Soviet 
Union in 1952 and 1953. All that I had “read and thought 
before paled into insignificance as I saw the colosal museuns 
and libraries, farms and factories, art galleries and theatres in 
Moscow and Leningrad. For the first time in my life I was ina 
country free from the power of capitalists and landlords, In 
fact I saw before my eyes a new man, a new Society and a new 
state, a new civilisation and culture wrought by the party and 
the working people under the epoch-making leadership of 
Lenin. 

What was the secret of Lenin’s amazing success in destroy- 
ing the ancient order of Tsarist Russia and in laying the firm 
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foundations of the first Soviet State that has now grown into a 
socialist world and developed into the second biggest power in 
the world ? 

We know how Lenin imbibed from his elder brother Alex- 
ander the revolutionary zeal to destroy the Tsarist autocracy. 
When Alexander was executed for plotting to kill the Tsar, 
Lenin, rejecting the path of individual terrorism, chose the 
Marxian path to reach the same revolutionary goal, He deyou- 
red all the Marxian literature that was available in Russian. 
The more he delved into these books the more he developed a 
creative vision of the Marxian method of socialist revolution. 

Dedicating his life to the propagation of his communist 
views at anearly age, he joined in St. Petersburg a circle of 
social democrats and advanced workers. He fought the Narod- 
nik intellectuals who did not believe in the leading role of the 
worker. In fact, Lenin studied Marx to bring out the dynamic 
role of the working class in the new era of capitalism and 
imperialism. Among social democrats, he fought Mensheviks 
who soft-pedalled class struggle and opposed the tactics of 
armed insurrection. As the world war was approaching, 
Lenin fought all nationalists and chauvinists and gave a war cry 
to convert the imperialist war into a revolutionary civil war. 

Faced by the sudden exit of the Tsar and the formation of 
the Provisional Government, Lenin proved a veteran expert in 
the science and technique of the socialist revolution. His master- 
mind was focussed on the progress of his party, the expanding 
army of the proletariat and the armed strength of his Red 
Guards to overthrow the Kerensky government with minimum 
force. Indeed, it was due to Lenin’s genius that the first socia- 
list revolution was carried out with minimum bloodshed. 

Elected as the head of the revolutionary government, Lenin 
saw with usual perspicacity the first tasks he had to carry out. 
With the acumen ofa brilliant statesman, he issued his first 
Decress on Peace and Land which stunned the Chancellories of 
the world. Very soon Lenin was engaged in the double task of 
revolutionising the administration, industry, education and arts, 
on the one hand, and pushing back the imperialist armies that 
attacked Russia on all fronts, on the other. 

How did Lenin accomplish all this within the short span of 
54 years ? How did he succeed in laying deep the foundations 
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of the Soviet government which marched from success to 
success and which inflicted crushing defeats on the Nazi 
armies ? And why do we remember him as the greatest revelu- 
tionary in history ? 

Because he decided from early age to dedicate his life 
wholly to carry out a revolution in Russia. Rejecting the path 
of individual terrorism, he made creative use of the Marxian 
doctrine to highlight the role of industrial labour in fighting 
capitalism and imperialism. 

He blazed a new trail by building up the monolithic struc- 
ture of the Bolshevik Party to form and lead the united front 
of the proletariat and the peasantry for revolutionising all 
departments of administration and society. 

Developing the materialist view of world history, Lenin 
used his brilliant mind to analyse the latest developments of co- 
lonialism and imperialism and taught his new tactics for carry- 
ing out demoé¢ratic and socialist revolutions in subject countries. 

All in all, as we survey the years that have passed since 
Lenin’s birth, we see his encyclopaedic mind shining with a 
brilliant light which illuminates all aspects of life, society and 
state throughout the world. It is this light that shows the path 
of progress and revolution, the path of freedom from the 
tentacles of imperialism and neo-colonialism, to the millions 
living in capitalist and developing countries of the world. 


1970 


Three Magic Words : Peace, 
Bread and Freedom 


K.P.S. Menon 


From the dawn of history man has been yearning for peace, 
Bread and Freedom. These are his primary urges. The tragedy 
of modern civilisation, said J.B. Priestly, is that it caters to 
man’s secondary, and often spurious, satisfactions rather than 
to his primary needs. The Soviet Union has not made this 
mistake. Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, the architect of the October 
Revolution, which brought the USSR into existence, concen- 
trated his attention on securing the primary needs of his 
people—and not of his people alone. 

When I went to Moscow for the 50th anniversary of the 
Great October Revolution, I visited the Tagore Centre attached 
to School No. 19 in the suburbs of Moscow. On entering the 
school I saw emblazoned in big letters on a banner, the words, 
PEACE, BREAD, FREEDOM. These were the subjects of the 
first decrees issued by Lenin within a few days, almost within 
a few hours, of the outbreak ofthe Revolution. 

With his Decree on Peace Lenin pulled Russia out of the 
mire of the First World War. He also exhorted the peoples of 
other countries, embroiled in the war to get out of it. His 
decision to withdraw Russia from the war was partly prompted 
by the sorry state of Russia which had been bled white during 
the war. It was also prompted by his conviction that the 
First World War was an imperialist war, pure and simple, or as 
our scholar-diplomat, Sardar K.M. Panikkar said, a “‘European 
civil war,’ a war in which greedy European powers fought one 
another and which had not wider significance for the world. 

The decree also revealed Lenin’s fundamental desire for 
peace. Not that Lenin was a pacifist or a devotee of non- 
violence, but certainly he was no warmonger. He even 
envisaged the possibility of revolutionary war, not in order to 
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export revolution—for that, he knew, was impossible—but to 
foil counter-revolution. As years went by, however, Lenin was 
increasingly disturbed at the prospect cf a destructive war. 
Nadezhda Krupskaya, Lenin’s wife, has written this : 

“That was early in 1918 in Leningrad. Vladimir Ilyich 
said that uptodate technology was helping to make war more 
and more destructive. And the time would come when war 
would be so destructive that it would become impossible 
altogether. Vladimir Ilyich referred again to this point in 
1920-21. He told me of a conversation he had with an engineer 
who said that at any moment we could expect an invention 
that would make it possible to annihilate a large army from a 
distance, and that would make any war impossible. One could 
see how fervently Vladimir Ilyich wanted war to become 
impossible.” 

Lenin lived in the pre-atomic age. The above passage 
from his wifé’s memoirs shows that he had a vague inkling of 
what was in store for mankind. There is little doubt that if 
Lenin had lived in 1956 he would have approved, and even 
sponsored, the historic pronouncements of the 20th Congress 
that war is not inevitable and that violence is not indispensable 
for the transformation of society. 

Lenin’s decree giving land to the tiller was as important as 
his decree on Peace. Many thousand years ago, the Maha- 
bharata said: “Is there anything more sinful than to see 
children at tasty food which they themselves have no right to 
eat ?’” Now, thanks to Lenin, the time was coming, when the 
children of Russia, and not of Russia alone, could begin to 
enjoy food in their own right. The time was past when they 
and their elders had to be content with the crumbs which fell 
from the rich man’s table. 

Sensitive men in Russia and elsewhere had felt greatly 
disturbed at the state of affairs under which a handful of 
people enjoyed the good things of the earth, while the majority 
silently worked to produce them and reconciled themselves to 
the lot of being hewers of wood and drawers of water. One of 
such sensitive souls was Leo Tolstoy. “I have refused to have 
dinners,” he wrote on one occasion, “I am painfully conscious 
of the abdomination of my own life, amidst those who work 
to ward off a acold and hungry death, to save themselves and 
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their families. There is yesterday’s scene of 15 people stuffing 
themselves with pancakes while five or six other people, who 
have families of their own rushed about, barely able to prepare 
and serve the food. Iam ashamed to the point of anguish.” 

Again he wrote, “I am living through ever growing anguish, 
nearly desperation, because of this crazy luxury in the midst 
of people who work hard and are deprived of the bare neces- 
sities, of an opportunity to satisfy their most elementary needs. 
It is a torture to live like this, but I have no idea how to help 
them or myself. In my weaker moments I wish I were dead.” 

Maxim Gorky, too, was so overwhelmed by the desperate 
situation in Russia that once he sat by the banks of the river 
Kazanka, flinging pebbles into the dark water and saying, 
«‘What shall I do 2?” and in despair he put a bullet into his body 
hoping to reach the heart but only penetrating the lungs. But 
in 1917 there appeared in Russia a man who knew what 
precisely should be done in order to set his countr) on its feet 
and had no compunction in doing it. Thus he opened a new 
chapter in the history not only of Russia but of mankind. 

Lenin knew that ‘‘man cannot live by bread alone’, but 
he also knew what so many people who sanctimoniously quote 
this are apt to forget that man cannot live without bread 
either. By freedom, in the international sense, Lenin meant 
the right of every nation to live its own life, free from aggres- 
sion. He defined aggression as, ‘incorporation of asmall or 
weak nation with a large and powerful state without the 
precisely, clearly and voluntarily expressed wish of the nation, 
irrespective of the time when such forcible incorporation took 
place, irrespective also of the decree of- development of back- 
wardness of the nation forcibly annexed to the given state, 
or forcibly retained within its borders, and irrespective finally, 
of whether this nation is in Europe or in distant, overseas 
countries.”” 

Not only did Lenin define aggression but he renounced the 
fruits of aggression which the Tsars had accumulated. Among 
the beneficiaries were millions of men, the Poles, Finns, 
Latvians, Lithuanians and Estonians, for the Baltic states, 
Finland and one-third of Poland had been included in the 
Tsarist Empire in the 19th Century. The USSR also renounced 
the extra-territorial rights, which, in common with other 
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European powers, Tsarist Russia had acquired, rights to which 
the other powers stubbornly clung until they were compelled 
to relinquish them under the pressure of the Second World 
War. Thus Lenin showed that he not only stood against the 
exploitation of man by man but of one nation by another, 

When Lenin used the word, self-determination, he meant 
it. President Wilson used it too, but its application was 
restricted to Europe. Bal Gangadhar Tilak wrote in his news- 
paper, Kesari,in 1920: “The only sincere believers in self- 
determination seem to be the Bolsheviks.”” Why, as late as the 
Second World War, Churchill declared that colonial territories 
lay outside the scope of the Atlantic Charter, which had been 
devised by him and President Roosevelt, embodying his so- 
called four freedoms. 

With the advent of the Soviet State and the promulgation 
of the historic decrees mentioned in this article, the three magic 
words, Peace'Bread and Freedom acquired a new potency and 
held out a new hope to the peoples of the world, especially of 
Asia and Africa. Apart from eliminating foreign rule, these 
were objectives which India, too, steadily kept in view in her 
struggle for freedom under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi 
and Jawaharlal Nehru. The influence of Lenin on the struggle 
for Indian independence cannot be better described than in the 
measured, but wholly sincere, words of Nehru; “Almost 


1970 


Face to Face with Lenin 


S.B. Adityan 


I regard my visit to the Lenin Mausoleum at Moscow as 
one of the outstanding incidents in my life. I went there on 
Sunday, and found a mile-long queue of people of all walks of 
life waiting outside. Great as the multitude was, it was by no 
means extraordinary. Big crowds, several tens of thousands, 
patiently stand for hours together and wait for the chance of 
going in and catching a glimpse of Lenin—in his real body. 
I would have to wait the whole morning but the people of the 
Soviet Union are extremely kind and courteous, and would not 
let me and other members of the Indian peace delegation wait 
in the cold, outside. So, we went in without loss of time with 
a feeling of suspense and expectation with the feeling that we 
were about to see the body of the man who wrote a new and 
‘glorious chapter in human history. 

As I silently crossed the door, I found a simple and austere 
square-shaped room of about 80 feet by 80 feet, with no furni- 
ture on the black marble floor. Soldiers with fixed bayonets 
stood motionless, like statues, near the glsss coffin which was 
placed ona raised platform. The platform was broad enough 
to allow people to go round the coffin and pay homage to the 
departed sage. 

As I climbed the steps leading to the platform, I was over- 
taken by a feeling of reverence. Inside the glass case there was 
the figure of Lenin, the body in which he lived and toiled, 
dressed up in brownish khaki uniform, looking as though he 
had gone to bed after a hard day’s work. It was the same 
figure which everybody has seen in photos and pictures, except 
that the figure was real, the body was real, the broad 
and wise forehead was real, the beard was real, and the grim 
determination on his lips and face was real. Here sleeps the 
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man who gave Leninism to the world, the man whom Comrade 
Stalin and millions of others all over the world regarded as 
teacher and “‘guru’’, who released the great force inherent in 
the common people and harnessed it to the task of construc- 
tion of a happier world. 

I entered the platform near the head of Lenin’s body, and 
slowly moved alongside the coffin on his right-hand side. The 
body was lighted from inside the transparent case; there was 
no liquid or other substance inside the case to preserve the body 
as most people in India imagined. There was only the sleeping 
body, in uniform, in the vaccum container. { moved towards 
the feet, and from there to the left-hand side of the body and 
came to the end of the platform; and thenI turned to have a 
last look at the peaceful face again. I realised that the Indian 
friend by my side was standing with folded hands, praying. I 
also folded my hands, and bowed, and closed my eyes, and 
could not suppress my emotions. 

My thought went to the people of my country. In my mind’s 
eye, I saw the misery, the poverty, the distress and the suffer- 


ings of my people. Did not Lenin find his co 


untry in the same 
conditio: 


n? Did he not set in motion the forces which have 
Teconstructed his country into a peoples’ paradise? Has he not 
lighted a torch and shown the path to his country and to all 
mankind? As I thought of these, I saw the vision of a new 
India, a happy India, reconstructed India, with no poverty, 
with no unemployment, with no Starvation or hunger, with 
healthy and happy people and a country with nothing wanting 
except want. I was lost in the brightness of the vision, 
was time to leave and make way for the thousan 
were waiting behind me, to look at Lenin. 


1952 


until it 
ds who 


Malyalam 


At the Lenin Mausoleum 


Vallathol 


The fair body shines 
In the brightness of electric lamps 
Like the personification 
Of pure, fresh dawn— 
Why say ‘like’ ? 
He is the Dawn 
That cleared Russia : 
Of her darkness, 
The dawn that gives 
Awakening to all! 


Il 


His eyes far-reaching into the future, 
Have been closed, 3 

As though pondering deep 
On the world’s welfare ! 

Lo! there lie on either side 
Motionless both his hands 

Hands that led up bravely his country 
From deep, infernal sorrows 

Caused by the despotic rule 
Of Czar, the emperor ! 


iil 


LENIN, who treats all alike 
Rejuvenated Russia 
With the brimming heat 
Of the bright Sun. 
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And India by Gandhiji 
With the Moon of Satyagraha; 
The liberators from darkness, are they 
The Sun and the Moon, to us. 


While the one tore 
The holy golden curtain 
To dress the wounds of the world, 
The other stitched peace on them. 
Both of them 
Were equally virtuous men 
Those that drive away evil rule 
Prisoners of injustice. 


Vv 


None in sorrows, none idle 
And no one illiterate, 
Amongst your children 
Five and twenty crores, 
Men, women and all live 
Equal with singleness of purpose; 
Your success oh, Russia 
Is victory indeed ! 
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Lenin in India 
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Malyalam 


O’ Lenin ! 


N.V. Krishna Warrier 


Come Captain of the Proletariat, 
Come O Lenin ! Come again! Come! 


Thou, the ocean of love agitated by human misery, 

Thou, the charioteer of the revolution of world-liberation f 

Thou, the divine architect of the socialistic system a one sixth 
of the earth ! 

Thou, the leader of the toiling class, 

Come O Lenin ! Come again ! Come! 


Leaving thy abode of rest in the Red Square 
Come, like the rising Sun ! 

The long imperial oppression is over; Yet 
We groan and suffocate. 

Reactionaries, snobs, thieves 

Crawl over our faces; 

To sweep away all this litter, 

To bury these corpses. 

Who will organise us ? 

Who will lead us forward ? 

Thou the leader of working people, 
Come O Lenin ! come again ! Come! 


Today man, endowed with endless might 

Stands victorious among the fraternity of stars, 

The earth, placing tributes of immeasurable wealth and crops 
at his feet, 

Stands, bowed, in his front. 

The achievements of cooperative endeavour 

We have seen in the Soviet land. 
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Why then this poverty im my country ? 3 
Why then this hunger here ? be. 


an 
e | 


Why, in my country, should man be no better thant 

Why should he be blind, miserable, the lowest of the I 

Why the golden dawn of equality 

ces not glow on the horizon of India ? 
‘© the brave Captain of the Proletariat, 
O Lenin, awake from th: 


« y sleep of death; 
Leave thy resting place in the Red Square, 


ES the plains of the Ganges : 

Le tremendous roar reverberate 

‘in the land between the Sethu and the Himalayas ! 
Let India, my country, awaken 

_ To the promised heaven of socialism; 

e, the working men, cal] thee : 

enin come ! Come again! Come! 

“Aes 


3 Bengali 


Lenin Looks On 


Subhash Mukherjee 


We have made Lenin stand at Dharamtolla. 
At a corner near the tramway crossings. 
Some are picking up rice for gobbling up 
From the cesspool of a dustbin. 

Lenin looks on... 


A villager had come to city to get bankrupt after seeing 


a doctor. 
But before that he is made bankrupt by a pick-pocket. 
Lenin looks on .. . 


The girl whom at dusk a taxi picked up 
Comes back again as the evening advances 
To stand yawning near a tree 

Lenin Looks on... 


Lenin too, felt like yawning as he went on standing 
But suddenly I saw him shrug and stand erect 

I looked where he was looking on and saw 

A huge demonstration of workers with Red flags. 


TI felt Lenin cried aloud : 
The century is ending, 
A little faster, brothers, a little faster. 
(Translated by Chinmohan 
Sehanavis) 


Bengali 


Lenin 


Sukant Bhattacharya 


Lenin 

Was the first 

To shatter the dam 

Of unjust tyranny 

In Russia’s endless plains ! 


He roused the ocean 
Of people’s fury. 
Against oppression 
Lenin 
Was the first, 
Direct, 
Rebuff ! 


Even today, 
In a thousand Russian towns, 
And the vast unending plains, 
Through the endless frontiers 
Of freedom 
Lenin 
Hits back, 
In thousands ! 
A flash of lightning 
In their eyes— 
Even now 
The million Lenins 
Each day bring near 
For each and all of us 
The fateful coveted day. 


Lenin 


The crisis of capital— 
Its voice, choked with fear, 
A painful throb in the heart, 
—The news of victory 
Blazes across'the sky ! 
The masked tyrant, 
All a-tremble with fear 
Sits still and watches 
In its eyes 
The fear of certain doom ! 


The revolt is on ! 

The oppressed have arisen; 

In this land and that, 
They explode, 

And like a volcano 

Spit out molten fire 

on every side, 

In each little corner of earth, 

The footsteps of Lenin 
Resound, 

Like a thunderous march ! 


In every hearth and home, 

In every honest womb, 

Lenin comes to life ! 

Like a mighty torrent, 

In every rebel sky— 

Across a sea of blood 

Like the blazing sun, 

The shiny rays of Lenin 

Rush on and on and on. 

Wherever, 

There goes on 

A heroic fight for freedom— 

In China’s or Italy’s shore, 

In England or somewhere else— 
Lenin points the way. 


— an 
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Lenin in India 
~ It is dark over here, 
People die of hunger; 
The quicksands of mutual strife, 
An air of undue hate— 
And with each Passing day 5 
The enemy batters the door; 
We only curse our luck ! 
The shackles of a foreign lorg 
Stifle us, crush us down 
Life-blood oozes out, ° 


Here too, 
And silence and quiet, 
Lenin 


Kallis the task 


With av AWW 
Lew ae f 
0 
Has Shattered d 
Tyranny’s mighty dam, 
Against oppression, 
Lenin 
Is a stern 
Rebuff ! 


We cross the sea of death— 
fait wind blows, ‘ 
ta green field trembles, 


EAA gyores of freedom. 
vw 


7 y con 

we 
we ws s . ‘ 
The call of ANS 5 
Throbs i 1 m-beat 
And like 2 StU" costh 
The tune thun e 

Lenin 


! 
1 am Lenin today! 


January 24, 1944 


Bengali 


Lenin 


Bishnu Dey 


Where accidents of birth or whims of money 
Determine the world’s value, high or low, 

And gambling greed filts where the wealthy go, 
Man’s bagatelle, a pawn, not worth a penny, 
Thru this external fault, mankind has been 

For ages dark, paltry amid profusion, 

But empire’s siren-song, of commerce queen, 
Now ends, is changed in life’s great revolution. 
Each his own value now—life’s based on reason. 
Now starts the blade sharp conflict that’s world-wide, 
Of mind and body, that new forms allow, 

Being classless. At the delta mouth has risen 
The Soviet workers’ sacrificial tide ; 

Brothers, your Bhagirath’s our Lenin, now. 


(Translated by David Esbury) 
Before 1945 


Urdu 


Lenin 


Ali Sardar Jafri 


Lenin is all language of love for friends 
While, for foes, he is all sword and fire. 


In the arteries of the worker, he flows like blood 
‘While over the heart of capital, he weighs like a heavy 


Spirit in the 8ay world of the 
Who has dispense a 
all countries, 


ter-mj chi 
od mind and the architect Of the new 


Ip the bleak and dark Wasteland of subjugatio 


jie Ue (he Covel Fading andthe landmark onthe road to 


npolnted goal, ; 
ego standard of freedom and ee of a 
sais of Hitlerite hordes are compelled to lower 
* heads. 


(Translated by Taqui Haider) 


Lenin 


Harindranath Chattopadhyaya 


Calm in your mausoleum you lie Embalmed. 
But you are on future plans and charts 

A decisive factor : you can never die 

Who live forever in our hearts. 


Idiot Kaplan, hireling of a faction, 

Sought to kill you with a bullet-shot f ‘ 
Which only killed the party of reaction, 

While your wound-blood but left a hideous blot 
On venomous fools who strove to plan and plot 
Your doom—the doom of you whose presence yet 
Reminds us what we never can forget 

That Lenin is immortal. 

Lenin’s eyes are everywhere, 

To chase untruth and charm 

Dull shades away from water, earth and skies; 
He points towards park and collective farm, 
Factory, electric power-house, theatre. . . 

Who does not know the surety in that finger, 
That of a true creator 

Which pointing, speaks : Let nothing petty linger, 
Let all be mighty, death- defiant 

And every man become a toiling giant 

Building, within an hour, luminous-willed 

What lonely centuries could not build : 

It points across both time and space and orders 
“Let there be light” and light is everywhere 
Making a festival of air 

Not only here, but right beyond the borders 
Where once there looméd mere darkness; 
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It points across the minds of doubting countries; 
“Let there be bridges, forests, clinics, 

schools and creches, 
Harvests, tractors, problem-solving machines !”” 


And countless bridges, forests, clinics, creches, schools, 


Multi-million harvest, tractors, machinery 

Are already in existence ! Unconsciousable fools 
Who still suspect, prevaricate, criticise . . . 

Why Lenin’s children have even changed the scenery 
Nature established cosily, 

(No more can she usurp us !) 


Yea, transformed nature herself to serve man’s purpose; 


Re-planned the course of rivers, wrought 

New nature out of tireless toil and thought— 

And now the dawn, once mournful, cometh rosily 
For all alike, over field and mountains pass; * 

Life has become the mirrored glass 

Of progress speeding like a cataract 
Horizontally... What power dare stem that flow ? 
What interference ? Lo ! 

That mirror shall not any more be cracked ! 
Comrade Lenin ! Who says you are sleeping 

You are everywhere, wide-awake— 

Giant constructions happen for your sake— 

Life on every side is being re-made, 

Your commands are being obeyed— 

Parks, electrified countryside, your dreams 
Fulfilled, of huge hydro-electric schemes— 

You are everywhere, wide-awake, 

The Red Star opens like an eye on Spasski Steeple 
Watching the life and progress of your people. 
Behind your lids, sealed in silence, 

An epoch of freedom and joy and laughter 

For men, women and children, momentarily begun. 
The present is the rich structure of the hereafter, 
Your memory paints new colours in each rising sun, 
Which, brick on scarlet brick, builds the mansion 
Of human life, never weary of expansion. . . 


1951 


Kannada 


Lenin 


K.V. Puttappa 


Lenin ! Whenever I think of you, warm blood springs in my 
heart. ~ 
Your name is the sound of lightning to the ears of the king; 
Your teaching of equality is gunpowder to burn the 
acquisitive tendency of man when it becomes selfish; 
it will inflame the heart with the fire of selflessness. 
Like the son of Jamadagni, you are forest-fire to'the earthly 
kings! 
You are godly to the toilers and Yama’s sceptre to others’ 
There is nothing for the toilers, all sweets are for those 
who sit and do nothing; the thornprick for the servant, 
fragrant flower for the master; pain for that 
man and comfort for the other. 
Kalki : comes to break this inequality. 
So that the wealth of bloodstream may flow in the 
arteries of the dry lean bodies of toilers and 
the wage-earning peasants. 


(Translated by K.V. Puttappa) 


Jamadagni: The Indian mythological sage who killed all the 
kings. 
Yama: The God of death. 
Kalki: The last incarnation of God according to Hindu 
mythology. 


Kashmiri 


Sometime Ago 


Dina Nath Nadim 


Just sometime ago— 

How long ago ? 

About thirty or forty or even fifty years ago— 

On the left, this side across the hills, 

Over the mountains, across the snowbound streams, 

Beyond some barren dales and deep ravines, 

Across the fnountain tarns and the cascades— 

There lived some workers and landless peasants, 

The labourers and the oppressed factory hands, 

Famished people crushed by dearness and scarcity, 

Selected by hunger for starvation and sorrow 

With many children born but a few growing up— 

With many cities for count, but very few to live in— 

With plants awaiting transplantation, 

And fallow lands a-thirst for irrigation, 

When the harvests approached their grain disappeared like 
vernal snow. 

The people grew desperate on seeing this inequity, 

“How long will the wealthy bite us to death” ? 

They decided to rise up and gird up their loins, 

We shall turn the table whether for life or death. 

How long be we crucified on the cross anymore ? 

How long we mourn our dreadful lot ? 

Helpless we are—should our children be the same ? 

Have’nt our innocent hopes ever to smile ? 

Has the day never to dawn over our dark hovels ? 

Have we ever to pine for the silvery moonlight ? 

Are we destined to be denied the bare needs ? 

Would we always be deprived of our two meals for life ? 

And as they thought this, their hair stood on the ends. 
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And they woke in numberless, 

And their hearts aglow, their eyes ablaze, 

The new impulse raced at a gallop. 

The earth began to rock, 

The kings were frightened—the nababs lost wits, 
And while the people rose up, 

The tyrants came forth, 

The cannons were trained and the rifles ran riot, 
And the tyranny was let loose. 

The king thought that the people are suppressed 
But who suppresses a spark, 

From out of the ashes it rushed forth like a lightning, 
The spark resplendant awaited its master, 

And the Master did prod the fire, 

And everything was ablaze 

The winds turned into a storm, 

The Skies blood red. ‘ 
The red poppies covered the earth, 

At the bidding of the master, dear, dear Lenin. 


(Translated by Omkar Kachru) 
April 1950 
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There are quite a few books devoted to the theme 
of India and Lenin written both by Indian and Soviet 
authors. They relate how Lenin appraised the events 
in India and how this country reacted to his pro- 


nouncements and ushering in of the October - 


Revolution in Russia that he led. 

This collection by Anand Gupta is the third book 
on the theme by him. His ‘India and Lenin” and 
“‘What Lenin Means to Us” saw the print in 1960 
and 1970 respectively. He has also contributed a 
number of articles on the subject to various maga- 
zines and journals in India since 1949. 

This is a unique collection. It shows that Lenin's 
influence in“India went far and wide affecting politi- 
cal cross-currents, creative efforts in diverse fields 
and languages and activity directed at social 
welfare. " 

The collection devotes particular attention to the 
Indian states and the language press. 

An added attraction of the book is a few rare 
photographs, 
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